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The New Books 


Catholic Picture Dictionary 

by Harold A. Pfeiffer, 8.J. DSP, $2 
Extremely simple definitions, illus- 
trations, directions for serving Mass. 


Come, Follow Me! (Vol. IT) 
by B. F. Marcetteau, SS. 
Bruee, $3.50 
Aids to meditation based on Follow- 
ing of Christ. 


Compendium of Theology 

~ by St. Thomas Aquinas (tr. Cyril 
Vollert, S.J.) Herder, $4 

‘‘Convenient synopsis of Catholic 

teaching’’, composed during period of 

Summa Theologica. 


Eagle at My Eyes 
by Norman Katkov 
Doubleday, $2.75 
Racial novel. Not recommended. 


The Enduring Federalist 

ed. Charles A. Beard Doubleday, $4 
Selection, with illuminating commen- 
tary, of these wise & vigorous articu- 
lations of our political ideals. 


The Epistles and Gospels for 
Sundays and Holidays 
ed. John C. Selner, 8.S., & W. Ste- 
phen Reilly, SS. 
Benziger, $3.75 & $5 
Pulpit ed., with commentary on 
Scripture, dogmatic, moral, homiletiec, 
& liturgical sermon outlines, large 
type. 
Figures for an Apocalypse 
by Thomas Merton 
New Directions, about $2.50 
Bound with his Commonweal essay, 
‘‘Poetry & the Contemplative Life’’. 


A Fire Was Lighted 
by Theodore Maynard Bruce, $3.50 
Life of Rose Hawthorne Lathrop. 


First Fifteen Years of College of 
St. Scholastica 

MecMullen-Fordham, $2.50 
‘‘Report on the effectiveness of Catho- 
lic education fgy women’’; not alto- 
gether reassuring, but courageous. 


The Glory of Thy People 
by Fr. M. Raphael Stmon, 0.C.8.0. 
Mae, $2 
Frank & moving account conversion 
of Jewisp psychiatrist; preface by 
Msgr. Sheen. 
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Gothic England _— 
by John Harvey 
Batsford-Scribner, $6 
‘‘Survey of national culture’’; the 
state of the arts & crafts, esp. mason- 
ry, architecture, music, in pre-Eliza- 
bethan times. 


Heavenly Father of Children 
by Francis Cardinal Spellman (il. 
Hans A. Mueller) 
MeMullen, $1.50 
Prose-poetic prayer for forgiveness 
and peace. 


Hello Halo 
by L. M. Dooley, 8.V.D. 
Lumen, about $2.00 
Conferences for boys & girls; chatty 
in tone but plenty serious in matter. 


Hitler in Our Selves 

by Max Picard Regnery, $3.50 
Searching study of composite corrup- 
tion producing national disintegra- 
tion: looks to Christianity as onlv 
force capable of restoring order. 


The Hour of Spring 
by Mary Deasy 
Novel of Irish-Americans. 


LB, $3 


In Darkest Germany: the Record 
of a Visit 

by Victor Gollancz Regnery, $3.50 
Conditions in British Zone (which 
might be duplicated in American 
Zone) reported by English-Jewish-So- 
cialist with Christian ideals; intro. by 
Robert M. Hutchins. Grim but im- 
portant. 


Literary Criticism by Francis 
Thompson 

ed. Terence L. Connolly, S.J. 

Dutton, $12.50 

Book reviews that are really literary 
meditations, written under pressure 
but nonetheless original & weighty, for 
British journals; plus biblio. of un- 
collected reviews. 


The Meaning of Treason 

by Rebecca West Viking, $3.50 
Brilliant characterization several Bri- 
tish traitors, incl. Lord Haw-Haw. 


Papal Legate at the Council of Trent 
by Hubert Jedin (tr. Frederic C. 
Eckhoff) Herder, $7.50 
About Card. Seripando, papal repre- 
sentative, & General of Augustinians. 


The Peacock Country 
by P. Alston Waring (il. Vera 
Bock) John Day, $2.75 
Legends & fables of men & animals 
of India. 


—— 


Protohistory 
by H.C. E. Zacharias Herder, 
Approach to Catholic cultural anthy. 


pology. 


The Pursuit of Robert Emmet 
by Helen Landreth 
Whittlesey, $3.75 
Biography great Irish patriot. 


Reflections for Every Day 
of the Month 
by Mother Joseph Butler, R.S.AM. 
Pustet, $1 
Inspiring little homilies of especial ip. 
terest to Religious. 


Return to Poetry: Critical Essays 
from Spirit 
ed. J. G. Brunini, F. X. Connully, 
J. G. E. Hopkins MeMullen, $3.0 
Mature & impressive corpus of Catho. 
lie criticism. 


Revaluation: Tradition and 
Development in English Poetry 

by F. R. Leavis Stewart, $3.15 
Predominantly aesthetic, rather than 
scholarly, studies. 


The Sacrifice We Offer 
by Hubert McEvoy, S.J. 
Desmond & Stapleton, $1.50 
Moving descriptions of action of Mass, 
with helpful photos, & choice samples 
from various Propers. 


The Significance of Beauty in 
Nature and Art 
by Herbert Ellsworth Cory 
Bruce, $4 
formulation Thomistie 
aesthetic, by convert lately deceased. 


Impressive 


The Snob and the Saint 
ed. Sr. Frances Teresa, SS. 
Mosher, $2 
Anthology informal essays from Cath- 
olic periodicals. 


Tales from Ireland 
retold by Gerald Murphy (il. Se 
mus MacNeill) 
Desmond & Stapleton, $2.50 
Collection from the shanachies’ reper 
tory. 


The United Nations 

Herbert Vere Evatt Harvard, $2.00 
Readable analysis by Australian dele 
gate. 


Wetback 
by Claude Garner , 
Coward-McCann, $25 
Novel of Mexican laborers in Tex#s 
who swim daily under gunfire actos 
the Rio Grande. 
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| 9 1947’s Best Editorial? 

$3. Readers of diocesan newspapers are 

than # imiliar with the trenchant writings 
i Father James P. Gillis, for 25 
wars editor of The Catholic World, 
but it is only in the magazine that the 
pwer of this brilliant editorialist can 

seen at its own unequalled best. 

ben Father Gi'lis’s editorial comments, 
vw hear, provoke some opposition, 
ud perhaps stimulate some contro- 
sy. They cause some sputtering— 
xrhaps some sneering—but they also 
meourage some thinking on the part 

44 {those equipped for such effort. 
ms In the December, 1947, issue of The 
K pe Catholic World,* Father Gillis pays 


iibute to the genius of Winston 
Churchill in phrase-making and ora- 
J trical expression, ‘‘in which no 
w $9 wmnoisseur in words can refuse to 

ml him master,’’ ‘‘but to me what 


| Catt Churchill says, as well as how he says 
l,often makes sense.”’ 
Here is a samp'e from a recent 
1, Seo “urehill speech to the House of 
Commons : 
| $2.50 “I do not believe in the capacity 


reper "the State to plan and enforce an 

tive high-grade economic produc- 
ivity upon its members or some of 
- No matter how numerous are 
le committees they set up, or the 
ter-growing hordes of officials they 
mploy, or the severity of the punish- 
tants they inflict, or threaten, they 
umnot approach the high level of in- 
economic production which, 
der free enterprise, personal initia- 
, competitive selection, the profit 
Wiive to rectify failure, and the in- 
processes of good housekeeping 
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A New Year Meditation 


The opening of the new year cus- 
tomarily invites a summary of the 
old, with a wealth of computations, 
statistics, and comparisons, focused 
chiefly on books that have achieved 
prominence in the way of large sales. 
This sort of information is not with- 
out some value, if properly inter- 
preted. Taking the 1947 book crop as 


-a whole we find very little of which 


to be proud. 

Books ON TRIAL is also approach- 
ing another milestone, and it is of 
interest to us to examine the present 
scene in the light of our earlier views. 
Some of the claims we made in 1941 
need no proof in 1948. 

We started out with the belief that 
a rapidly increasing number of read- 
ers were dissatisfied with the lack of 
dependable information then avail- 
abie. The exploitation of titles head- 
lined in secular book sections and 
magazines led us to adopt a slogan: 
—‘‘Best Sellers Show Only Quan- 
tity—Booxs on TriaL Shows Qual- 
ity.”’ 

So far as the general public goes, 





and personal ingenuity, constitute the 
life of a free society.”’ 

(Think of the American scene when 
you read the above quotation. Ep.) 


Individuals Have Rights 

Says Father Giliis: ‘‘By nature, 
that is to say by the Providence of 
God the Author of Nature, man must 
fight his own battle. No one who has 
watched an infant or an adolescent, 
no one who has studied the develop- 
ment (or if you will the evolution) 
of human life can doubt that man 
was made to exert himself individu- 
ally. Only when he finds the going too 
rough or the rivalry unfair should he 
appeal to the group to help him... 
Rivalry, emulation, ambition are not 
sinful. They are the divine law. It is 
only when rivalry becomes savage, 
emulation or ambition excessive, that 
sin steps in. . . In human life, be it 
economic, moral, spiritual, wé must 
fight our way up. Too much external 
interference, even interference under 
the guise of assistance, in the moral 
or religious life weakens our morals 
and religion.’’ 


Up, or Down x 
‘¢So in the economic life; too much 
paternalism defeats its purpose. La- 
bor unions which insist that the least 


competent worker shall receive equal 
, ' (Continued on p. 211) 


the percentage is still small that pre- 
fers quality to quantity, substance to 
sound, or sense to sensationa.ism. . 
Books selling in the largest quantities 
during 1947 were even lower in qual- 
ity than when Books on TRIAL began. 
Part of this is due to the continued 
toadying to the best-seller craze. More 
of it is due to the millions spent by 
the big book clubs. This stupendous 
advertising results in the sales of non- 
book club selections being dwarfed in 
comparison; step into any regular 
metropolitan book store and watch 
what is being sold. 


Blood, Sex, and FREE Books 

The chief characteristic of the pres- 
ent day is confusion—mental, moral, 
spiritual, economic. Best-sellers natu- 
rally reflect this condition. Confused 
consciences choose false values. 

In Publishers’ Weekly, Lewis Gan- 
nett says that the early book clubs 
stressed the best books chosen by a 
competent committee, but that now 
the advertising (of the big secular 
clubs) might be for a drugstore bar- 
gain counter, and that the big lure is 
the word FREE. Showing a Ltterary 
Guild ad, he said that today’s adver- 
tising is blood, sex, and free books. 

Joseph Margolies compared two 
lists. One was a list of big book elub 
selections. The other a list recom- 
mended by critics for Christmas buy- 
ers. One hundred and twenty-six erit- 
ies chose 496 books, and only four of 
these were from the highly touted 
book club selections. Out of 17 selec- 
tions of the Book-of-the-Month Club, 
one of the club’s own judges selected 
but one title as a good Christmas 
gift, and another of the club’s judges 
didn’t mention even one—and among 
secular book clubs the B-O-T-M is 
supposedly tops. 


A Time for Courage 

Writing today is judged largely by 
its financial returns. Financially suc- 
cessful writing has become big busi- 
ness, with all the evils for which we 
are led to believe bigness is respon- 
sible, but with a difference peculiar 
to books. The biggest ballyhoo seems 
reserved for the worst books. Even 
the best art seems to be going into 
the advertising. Many of our librar- 
ians, although supposedly trained to 
recognize quality, are dazzled by size, 
and proud of their ordering acquaint- 
ance with the tycoons of mass medi- 
ocrity. Recommendations in many 
eases are sinking to the level of the 
ig tei (Continued on p. 212) 








Reader Guidance 

Since its beginning, Books On 
TRIAL has carried the sub-title ‘‘A 
guide for the general. reader.’’ One 
result of this has been the receipt of 
numerous requests for advice. Not for 
the titles of books to be read, but for 
detailed answers to questions on vari- 
ous subjects. ‘‘How should I teach 
my boy?’’... ‘* What will be the out- 
come of the present inflation?’’ .. . 
‘*Am I justified in conscience in al- 
lowing people to use my library dis- 
count to buy books for their individ- 
ual use?’’. . . ‘‘Suppose every work- 
er was unionized, then what would 
happen?’’... ‘‘Why don’t you jump 
on more editors who publish (things 
the correspondent doesn’t like) ?’’ 
.. . ‘*How ean I get my people to 
read?’’ And, daily, ‘‘Why don’t you 
praise my book ?’’ 

One of the interesting things about 
all the various questions that come in 
is to see how they fall into patterns at 
different periods. For example, right 
now, the questions regarding high 
prices, inflation—and (!!) the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

The editor tries to answer as many 
questions as possible personally, 
rather than through Books On TRIAL. 
Books ON TRIAL was originated to 
furnish reviews, appraisals, opinions 
and news about books, not as an edu- 
cational service, nor as a question box 
on all subjects from child training to 
metaphysics. 

We are happy when we can direct 
a reader to the right book, or the best 
book, but in this we are handicapped 
by the fact that most people who in- 
quire give too little information. 

The same applies to questions about 
book reviews. ‘‘Our club wants me to 
review a book at our next meeting. 
What do you recommend?’’ To an- 
swer intelligently within brief limits, 
we ought to know as much as possible 
about the type of audience, the edu- 
cational qualifications of the review- 
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er, and so on. 

We want to be as helpful as possi- 
ble, but we must keep within our 
budget, or go bankrupt. During the 
paper shortage we had to eliminate 
everything except reviews and ap- 
praisals. Paper is now getting more 
plentiful, and we will have more 
space for answering any questions 
within our range. 


Will You Help Us? 

To enlarge our service as much as 
we would like, we need more sub- 
scribers. If you will send us some 
names of those you think would 
benefit, we’ll send them a free sam- 
ple copy of BOOKS ON TRIAL, and 
will NOT mention your name un- 
less you suggest we do so. 

Thank you, sincerely, and may you 
have a happy and prosperous 1948. 





BOTips 


Seems a matter for congratulations 
all around that Father Ginder’s com- 
mentary on Catholic church music in 
the November Priest magazine—‘‘ Our 
Catholic Hit Parade’’—has been re- 
printed in the January Catholic Di- 
gest. It is really about time something 
were said where the saying will do 
some good; that we began to recover 
from the ‘‘effects of the wound’’— 
which is how Hilaire Belloc explains 
the deliquescence of Catholic art, lit- 
erature and scholarship since the Re- 
formation. And we hope bodyguards 
are provided for all three—Father 
Gustafson, 8.S., editor of The Priest 
(and BOT reviewer), Father Bussard, 
editor of Catholic Digest ; and Father 
Ginder. . . 

Prudent indeed was Papini’s choice 
of name for his imaginary Pope (cf. 
p. 189). There was no Celestine VI, 
and chances are there won’t be, as 
Celestine V is the one who made 
‘‘the great defection’ (Dante), flee- 
ing the Papacy in favor of a hermit’s 
cave, 

Inter Nos... Mr. & Mrs. Addison 

Burbank (Mrs. being Covelle 

Newcomb) are both in the paper 

stage of books about the dramatic 

Dominican missionary Las Casas 

who battled his way right to 

Holy Roman Emperor Charles V 

in his fight against enslavement 

of Spanish American natives. 

Mr. B.’s is to be a scholarly 

study, Mrs. B.’s a story for chil- 

dren. . . Both are converts, His- 
~panophiles, and BOT contribu- 
tors... Sister M. David Came- 
ron’s College of Notre Dame of 


ee 


Maryland, is off the press. Sister 
David translated Claudel’s Coro. 
nal for Pantheon and appraises 
books for BOT... 


One new publisher, Declan X. Me. 
Mullen Company, takes two steps for. 
ward with completed negotiations for 
publication of original studies % 
trans!ations of great mediaeval 
works from Pontifical Institute of 
Mediaeval Studies of University of 
Toronto (Gilson’s Being and Some 
Philosophers initiates the series) ; and 
for publication of plays accepted by 
Catholic Theatre Conference. . . 


Babe Ruth, by Tom Meany, pub. 
lished in November, will be Catholic 
Children’s Book Club selection for 
older boys for February . . . Dutton 
is publishing The Babe Ruth Story— 
an autobiography as told to Bob Con. 
sidine ... Dale Carnegie has a new 
book ‘‘working’’—How to Stop Wor. 
rying—scheduled for May, & prob 
ably $2.50. His How to Win Friends 
& Influence People has now sold over 
2% million copies . . . Jim Farley’s 
Story, sub-titled ‘‘The Roosevelt 
Years’’, will be published March 8... 
Rumer Godden’s new novel—A Can 
dle for St.Jude—is scheduled for 
April .. . story of a ballet school in 
London . . . Book-of-the-Month Club 
has chosen Thornton Wilder’s Ides of 
March for March. Publication date is 
Feb. 18. . . Club has also chosen an- 
other C. S. Forester—The Sky and 
the Forest—for future distribution, 
and The Goebbels Diaries, originally 
planned for March 25 publication... 


Scheduled for April is A Russian 
Journal ($3.75), by John Steinbeck 
and Robert (Slightly Out of Fucus) 
Capa... Also The American Com 
monwealth, A Social Study of Amer- 
ica, by Harold J. Laski, British Social 
ist & former lecturer at University of 
Minnesota. . . 


It’s May for Maurice Walsh’s new 
romance, called, characteristically, 
The Damsel Debonaire. . . . Philo 
sophical Library has a new (i.e. 0 
reprinted) Mauriac to spring s00n— 
Saint Margaret of Cortona... . . Pe 
legrini & Cudahy (who left Chicag 
for New York, Jan. 1) are publishing 
another Van Der Meersch (Fishers of 
Men author). ... Viking has a 0e¥ 
Graham Green up its sleeve. .. + 
Mullen is doing Rogier van Aerdés 
Cain—an artistic triumph on” 
Continent. ... And Father Vann at 
mitted to BOT that he has a book® 
press in England... . 
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THINGS THEOLOGICAL 
Papini Summons World To Peace 


the Letters of Pope Celestine VI to 


A] Mankind 
Giovanni Papini Dutton, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Harry C. 
Koenig, director Feehan Mem- 
orial IAbrary, St. Mary of the 
lake Seminary, Mundelein, Ill. 

(eestine VI is a fictitious pope who 
writes with the acid pen of Giovanni 
Papini. Nowhere in the book itself is 
this fact mentioned but it must never 
be forgotten for an instant because 
the illusion is so cleverly contrived 
that otherwise the unwary reader 
night believe a pope to be guilty of 
wme rash and reckless statements. 

This book is destined to arouse 
widespread controversy. Both ful- 
wme praise and scathing condemna- 
tion will be heaped upon it. In justice 
to Papini, it should be noted that his 
notives are obviously sincere and that 
he is evidently a faithful Catholic 
vho is consumed with a fiery zeal for 
the betterment of mankind. His voice 
rsembles more the frightening thun- 
der of John the Baptist than the 
gentle call of Christ. To him con- 
temporary men are a generation of 
vipers rather than the stray sheep 
whom the Good Shepherd seeks. 

There is current need for John the 
Baptists and there is need for the 
warching examination of conscience 
which these letters provide. But it will 
asad mistake if, as is so likely to 
happen, only the letters to the clergy 
ite seriously read and quoted. The 
ktters to the rich and to the poor, to 
the governors and to the governed, to 
the historians and to the scientists, to 
the separated Christians and to the 
Hebrews, to the pagans and to the 
itheists—all offer refreshingly new 
mights into the responsibility which 

men share for the chaos of our 


In his native Italy Papini has wit- 
uessed the tragic disappointment of 
the post-war world. He sees clearly 
that mankind will enjoy no true peace 
util all men are united under 
Christ’s banner. Men, however, must 

mstorm themselves in order to 
tite and this is Papini’s slogan of 
ulvation (p. 205). To enable men to 

orm themselves he mercilessly 
"poses their faults and failings. 

€ author confesses to have writ- 
fn this book in seven weeks. It has 

e virtues and vices of such 
. Parts of it are so impassioned 


that Papini makes ill-founded and er- 
roneous accusations. Books ON TRIAL 
is hardly the place to compile a com- 
plete list of theological inaccuracies ; 
but it is unfortunate that in his let- 
ter to theologians he should have 
stumbled into inexact statements 
about the Trinity (pp. 64-65) or that 
in writing to citizens and subjects he 
should have misunderstood Catholic 
ethies on the state (pp. 101-103). 


Papini’s ardent devotion to poetry 
may be the key to understanding this 
paradoxical book. Frequently he ex- 
tols the merits of poetry, and Celes- 
tine even addresses one of his letters 
to poets. A pleasing lyrical quality 
distinguishes Papini’s prose and only 
a truly poetic imagination could ere- 
ate his striking figures of speech. Per- 
haps a poetic license can excuse the 
exaggerated accusations of which he 
is occasionally guilty. 


This is a book which the discrimin- 
ating reader will appreciate and 
enjoy. 


Storehouse 


The Christ of Cathclicism 
Dom Aelred Graham LG, $4.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Cyril Vollert, 
S.J.. Ph.D., 8S.T.D., Dean of the 
School of Divinity, St. Mary’s 
College, St. Marys, Kansas; 
translator of Scheeben’s monu- 
mental ‘‘Mysteries of Christian- 
ity’’ and ‘‘Compendium of The- 
ology’”’ by St. Thomas Aquinas. 


If you have read Dom Aelred’s The 
Love of God, you will perhaps feel a 
little thrill of anticipation on seeing 
the announcement of a new title by 
the same author. But don’t count on 
experiencing the same thrill in read- 
ing the new book. Expect to find the 
going heavy. Unless your mental vital- 
ity is well above the average in in- 
tensity, you will probably catch 
yourself nodding sleepily many times 
before your interest is again jerked 
to life by the excellent conclusion. 
The reason for this is that the book 
is simply crammed with the most 
exalted truths of revelation about the 
incarnate Word and ideas engendered 
by those truths. If you are a theo- 
logian well acquainted with dogmatic 
treatises on Christ, you will find the 
volume a means of pleasant review. 
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Song of St. Francis 


As the Morning Star 
Marion A. Habig, O.F.M. MeMullen, $2.75 


Reviewed by Mary E. L. Henni- 

gan, 

It is with honest humility that this 
reviewer approaches the task of re- 
porting on a book about St. Francis 
written by a Francisean priest. The 
report, therefore, is a simple account 
of the effect of this volume on one 
simple lay reader. 

As the Morning Star is the story of 
the death of Il Poverello. His life very 
briefly but very comprehensively 
sketehed as an introduction, his bi- 
ographer begins the song of Francis’ 
entry into eternal life. If there are 
repetitions—and there are many— 
these are like recurring musical 
phrases in a melody. 

The melody is not exactly an exult- — 
ant one; rather, it is joyous. It leaves 
the listener, who might never have 
had the strength or courage to at- 
tempt the whole composition, a life 
like Francis’, the inspiring belief that 
he may still sing softly to himself the 
recurring phrases he has always 
known; that God is Infinite Love and 
the open door to His treasure is a 
holy death. 


of Learning 


Otherwise the fare is likely to prove 
excessively rich in its heaped-up por- 
tions of concentrated wisdom. In 
character The Christ of Catholicism 
is both scriptural and theological. A ~ 
long chapter retells the life story of 
the world’s Savior. The personality 
of Jesus Christ is then studied, and 
the theology of the redemption, with 
its eternal consequences, is painstak- 
ingly developed. 

The book is a work of straight ex- 
position throughout, in predominantly 
abstract language not greatly relieved 
by graces of style. Scriptural quota- 
tions in extraordinary profusion, 
drawn from four approved Catholic 
translations, are skillfully intermin- 
gled with the author’s own sentences, 
to convince us once again that “‘hu- 
man learning and philosophy, which 
the world laboriously acquires and of 
which it is so proud, compared to the 
saving knowledge of Christ, are no 
more than schoolroom tasks, an alpha- 
bet taught to children.”’ 

The annotations are abundant and 
exact, a bibliography of sources 1s 
given, and three indexes contribute 
to make the book a perenially useful 
storehouse of theological information 
about the Christ of Catholicism. 
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Masterful Articles 
on Spiritual Life 


The Love of God and the 
Cross of Jesus 
Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 
Herder, $4.00 


Reviewed by Richard T. Murphy, 
O0.P., 8.T.D., 8. 8. Prolyta, au- 
thor ‘‘Pere Lagrange and the 
Scriptures.’’ 


For nearly half a century Father 
Garrigou-Lagrange has been actively 
engaged in expounding the doctrine 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, and the al- 
most universal esteem in which he is 
held is a tribute to the excellence of 
his exposition and the sureness of his 
judgment. Two of his three great 
works on the spiritual life have been 
made available to English readers. 
The present volume, smoothly trans- 
lated by Sister Jeanne Marie, O.P., 
contains several articles that ap- 
peared in magazine form, and was 
first published as a book in 1929. It 
thus forms a link between Christian 
Perfection and Contemplation (1923) 
and The Three Ages of the Interior 
Life (1938). 


The subject matter of this volume 
is principally the Love of God for us, 
and our love for Him. A hundred 
pages are devoted to mortification ; 
three chapters on the laws of progress 
in the love of God terminate the book. 
(Volume IT will contain the tracts on 
the purifying graces of the Night of 
the Senses and the Night of «ne 
Spirit, and it is there that Father 
Garrigou shows how mutually en- 
lightening and harmonious are: the 
teachings of the Theologian, St. 
Thomas, and the Mystie, St. John of 
the Cross.) 


Three chapters here are especially 
deserving of mention. Chapter Two 
contains a long discussion of the 
Problem of Pure Love; Chapter 
Three is given over to the Indwelling 
of the Bl. Trinity in the souls of the 
just as an object that is quasi-experi- 
mentally knowable. Chapter Four is 
a masterful presentation of an idea 
first broached by Chardon, French 
Dominican of the 17th C., that the 
grace of Christ acted as the principle 
of two forces (pondera) which drew 
Him to glory and to the Cross. This 
is a remarkable treatment of that 
simultaneous combination in Christ 
of limitless peace and the most ter- 
rible suffering. It is a fine theological 
approach to the apparent abandon- 
ment of Christ by His heavenly 


Plea for a Stron g Apostolic Arm 


Dear Bishop 


Catherine de Hueck S&W, $1.50 
Reviewed by Carol Jackson, vig- 
orous lay apostle, co-editor of 
*“Integrity’’ Magazine. 


This book is concerned with the lost 
sheep of the Catholic Church in 
America today, especially those mul- 
titudes of young girls who, rootless in 
large cities, fear starvation and fall 
into sins of the flesh. It is written in 
the form of letters to her bishop by an 
imaginary Polish waitress and fae- 
tory worker, Katzie, but it is based 
on the real experiences of the au- 
thor, who undertook to explore for 
a midwestern bishop the fringes 
of society in his See city. Even if 
the jacket didn’t vouch for the au- 
thenticity of the book’s material you 
eould guess at it, for (with one or two 
exceptions) the episodes have the ring 
of truth. Katzie herself is not so 
authentic. Catherine de Hueck keeps 
showing through, with all her apos- 
tolie zeal and doctrinal understand- 
ing. Still, you don’t mind this, for 
the book’s appeal is not as fiction. 

What did Katzie discover about 
the near-underworld? She discovered 
loneliness and despair; drunkennes; 
and sex and ignorance. She discov- 
ered that everything from the dark, 
verminous back bedrooms of lodging 
houses, to the scanty wages and in- 
security of the factory jobs, to the 
incessant stream of dirty stories in 
wash rooms and over counters, preyed 
upon the weakness of the semi- 
vagrant young of the cities. She dis- 
covered that almost all the girls who 
were living in sin and the boys who 
were drinking too much, and the sol- 
diers who didn’t knuw what they were 
fighting for, had some Catholic begin- 
nings, some faint memory of the pur- 
ity of heart of a First Commuzion, or 
a nun who had taught them. But— 
and this is the burden of the book 
—they had lost all ties with the 
Church and were as remote from the 
clergy of the parish in the next block 
as though the priests had been in 
China. 


Katzie’s report to her bishop is not 
so much by way of condemnation as 





Father. 

An index would have enhanced the 
attractiveness of this volume, which 
will be a valuable addition to any 
priest’s litrary. 


by way of information. This, she 
keeps saying, is what is happening to 
your lost sheep, and the present 
parochial activities do not even touch 
them. The book is a plea for a strong 
lay apostolic arm to reach into the 
sewers of industrial cities and lift up 
and out those whom Christ has re. 
deemed. This little volume only pre 
sents facts of the case and does not 
outline the solution. The implication 
is that the initiative, or at least some 
strong encouragement, would be wel. 
come from the local shepherd, but the 
tone is respectful throughout. At the 
end of the book, when Katzie says 
she will write no more, and speculates 
as to whether or not she will be able 
to keep her faith, she finishes with, 
‘Goodbye, Bishop. May God have 
merey on both our souls.’’ 


There are a few false notes in the 
book. There is a suggestion of careless 
and hasty writing. Once in a while 
the point is confused with side issues 
and somewhat irrelevant diatribes, Its 
great merit is that it cuts through our 
eomplacent and imaginary view of 
society with a clean, sharp knife of 
reality. It is oceasiona'ly very mov- 
ing. 





PSALMS FOR EVERY DAY 
My Daily Psalm Book 
arr, Fr. Joseph B. Frey 
(il. Ariel Agemian) 
Conf. P.B., 65¢e, 90e, $3.75 
At last we have the Psalms arranged for 
each day of the week—by the successor t 
Father Stedman, and in the same style and 
format as the famed Stedman missals. 

The translation is from the new Latia 
psalter. Nearly 200 illustrations. The $3.15 
edition has a genuine morocco binding. It 
has been a great pleasure at ‘‘The Thomas 
More Book Shop’? to see the interest of both 
clergy and laity. Rev. James M. Gillis 
C.S.P., says: ‘‘... in all respects the most 
attractive and most nearly ideal edition ! 
have ever seen in English (or in any othet 
language) of the greatest of all books of 
prayer... 

‘<. . . some Catholics, strange to say, have 
grown up with the notion that the Psalms 
are somehow more appropriate to Protestant 
than to Catholic worship. Some of our les 
well instructed brethren even spea 
‘Psalm singing’ with such an inflection # 
to convey contempt, .. : 

‘*All through the ages until today, the 
liturgy of the Church (that is to say 
Divine Office and Mass) has consisted large 
ly of the Psalms... 

‘<Tf all who read this column were to #& 
cept my advice, procure for themselves 
for their friends My Daily Psalm Book 
use it habitually (as they surely will one 
they see it), I shall feel that I have done & 
priestly and apostolic work in writing 
enthusiastic recommendation.’’ 





, 1948 


, she 
ng to 
esent 
touch 
trong 
> the 
ft up 
S re. 
pre 
S not 
ation 
some 
. wel. 
it the 
t the 
Says 
slates 
able 
with, 
have 


n the 
reless 
while 
ssues 
8. Its 
h our 
w of 
fe of 
mov- 


february, 1948 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 








SS 


Position of the Layman 
In the Divine Scheme 


the Common Priesthood of the 
Members of the Mys‘ical Body 

James Edward Rea, S.T.D. Newman, $3.50 
Reviewed by Rev. Philip T. Wel- 
ler, author, ‘*The Roman Rit- 
yal—The Blessings.’’ 

God love Father Rea for giving us 
this study in our day! The English- 
geaking world has been waiting for 
gmething more or less definitive on 
the subject of the universal priest- 
hod or the priesthood of the laity, 
md if another work in English of 
emparable thoroughness and excel- 
lence has already made its appear- 
mee, I have missed it. 


The first 128 out of 245 pages deal 
vith erroneous and heretical concepts 
of the common priesthood, from the 
time of Tertullian and the Montanists 
down to Luther and _ post-Lutheran 
divines. And although a certain por- 
tin of this first part is not entirely 
rem, it is interesting, nevertheless, 
and allowable as bolstering evidence, 
vhen one considers that the work was 
iginally written as a thesis for a 
§T.D. 

From this preliminary survey of 
vhat distortion the doctrine of the 
wniversal priesthood suffered at the 
hands of heretics, we learn that it 
was distorted, misunderstood and 
exaggerated in favor of the laity and 
tothe detriment of the priesthood of 
Holy Orders precisely because the 
fudamental and correlated truths of 
the Incarnation and Redemption, the 
Mystical Body of Christ, the objective 
wrth and efficacy of the sacramental 
ystem—all these doctrines too had 
Violence done them by the same 
heretics. 

In the second half of the book the 
author presents the doctrine as tradi- 
lona!ly taught by the Church. The 
tudy is brought to a close by con- 
dering the practical consequences of 
he doctrine—its significance in the 
fucharistie Sacrifice, its directing in- 
fuence on the liturgical movement, 
iis lowing out into the apostolate of 
Catholie Action. 


One conclusion especially results 
ma careful perusal of Father 
8 thesis: it is theologically certain 

t incorporation into the Mystic 
Arist in baptism entai's a participa- 
ton in His priesthood, one which is 
and sacramental. To continue to 
‘gard the priesthood of the baptized 


and the confirmed as an empty meta- 
phor would be utter temerity. Father 
Rea’s presentation of this vital and 
timely subject is highly scholarly, 
and hence adapted to the trained 
theologian. Maybe he could be pre- 
vailed upon to present the same in 
simpler guise for the priestly people 
of God’s Holy Church. 


No Solution 


Touchstone for Ethics 

T. H. Huczley § Julian Huxley Harper, $3. 

Reviewed by W. H. Kane, O.P., 

S.7.M., Ph.D., Dominican House 

of Studies, River Forest. 

At this time, when peace treaties are 
in the making and plans for one 
world, or any world at all, are being 
diseussed everywhere, ethical prob- 
lems both individual and sociai are 
of special interest and importance. 
What is good for us, and how ean we 
attain it? These questions probe the 
meaning and scope of human life. The 
answers which we give to them de- 
termine the direction and bearing of 
all that we do. We need a criterion by 
which to judge the truth of our 
answers to the problems concerning 
the end and the means and the mo- 
rality of our actions. We also need 
help to accomplish the good which we 
know that we ought to do. 

Christian doctrine proposes to us 
God as the supreme good and end of 
human life, the divine law as the eri- 
terion of morality, and the generous 
help of divine grace to fu!fill the law. 
God manifests His law to us through 
created nature, and through special 
divine revelation. We can apprehend 
the divine law by right reason and by 
reasonable faith. By the sincere use 
of prayer and the sacraments we can 
obtain God’s help for our infirmity. 

The Huxleys will have none of this. 
They offer as a criterion of morals a 
theory of evolutionary progress, 
without a personal, provident and 
creative God in heaven, and without 
a spiritual and immortal soul in our- 
selves. Any solution to ethical prob- 
lems which can be offered on this 
basis is of no lasting concern to us. 
Between Christian doctrine and false 
philosophy there can be no agreement 
in theory, nor does there seem much 
hope for a solution in practice which 
will lead to peaceful relations between 
individuals and nations. 
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NATURAL LAW 

INSTITUTE OPENS 
‘‘If Natural Law is without valida- 
tion, then might must be right and 
our traditional concepts of justice 
must consequently and logically sur- 
render to brute foree,’’ said Very 
Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, CS.C., 
president of the University of Notre 
Dame, at the opening of its Natural 
Law Institute. 

The alternative to Natural Law is 
chaos, Father Cavanaugh added. He 
announced that the institute would 
illustrate and validate the connection 
between the Positive Law and the 
Natural Law, and between the Natu- 
ral Law and the Eternal Law of God. 

The Institute is being financed by 
the Notre Dame Alumni Club of New 
York. Honorary Chairman is the Most 
Rev. John F. O’Hara, C.S.C., Bishop 
of Buffalo, N. Y., and former Presi- 
dent of Notre Dame, while Father 
Cavanaugh serves as chairman of the 
meetings. 


Comprehensive Account 


The Story of Therese Neumann 
A. P. Schimberg Bruce, $2.50 


Reviewed by Caroline Holland. 
Newspapermen and American soldiers 
at the end of the European phase of 
World War II brought news again of 
Therese Neumann, the mystic of Kon- 
nersreuth, whose fate was unknown 
during the latter phases of the war. 
‘he author of the present volume has 
incorporated this information in a 
comprehensive account that will be of 
interest both to those who were previ- 
ously acquainted with her story and 
to those to whom her extraordinary 
experiences are new. 

Whether one regards Therese Neu- 
mann us a bridge between the Passion 
of Christ nearly two thousand years 
ago and our own day, or prefers to 
withhold judgment until the Church 
pronounces years hence, it cannot be 
denied that this peasant woman repre- 
sents a type of mystical experience 
far beyond the ordinary. 

The full story of Therese’s life is 
told, from her early years as a simple 
countrywoman with only a rudimen- 
tary education to the peak of her stig- 
matization. A full description is given 
of her various mystical states and 
their effect upon those who visit her 
or appeal to her. There are numerous 
photographs, some of which were 
taken by American soldiers after the 
war, and accounts of eyewitnesses 
present during her sufferings. To a 
world eager to avoid sufferiug, this 
book is a challenge. 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 








More Marian Books 


Reviewed by Very Rev. Peter A. Resch, 8.M., Provincial of St. Lowis 
province of Society of Mary; author of several Marian works. 


Rilke’s Life of the Virgin Mary 

tr. § ed. C. F. MacIntyre U. Calif., $2.50 
The translator, especially of poetry, 
does a daring thing when he prints 
his version alongside of a particularly 
excellent original. This is what has 
happened to C. F. MacIntyre’s Eng- 
lish translation of Rilke’s Marien- 
leben. 

Three distinct features of this bi- 
lingual work must be appraised sepa- 
rately—the original German, the par- 
allel English version, and the transla- 
tor’s Notes. 

While admitting the artistry of 
Rilke’s Gerard-Manley-Hopkins style, 
the Catholie lover of poetry cannot 
but register his repugnance at lines 
like these on Mary at the wedding of 
Cana: 

she had made it come to pass this 

way 

in the very blindness of her 

vanity... 

rejoicing with the rest, she had 

not understood . . . 
Rilke also makes the Sorrowful Moth- 
er protest against the Passion! And 
why must St. Joseph be presented as 
a crude suspicious yokel? Enough, 
enough. The versification is superb, 
but on a wholly physical, humanistic 
plane. As in many art works, our 
Holy Ones are pictured without halos. 

In his Notes, MacIntyre finds the 
above passages ‘‘intensely human’’ 
and an example of the poet’s ‘‘deli- 
eate understanding.’’ The commen- 
tator wrote his Notes largely from a 
background of apocryphal data and 
mythological figures. The result will 
hardly be adequate orthodox Mari- 
ology. There is an attempt, obviously 
sincere, to Catholicize the Notes by 
referring regularly to the Catholic 
Encyclopedia and by quoting a few 
times from the Saints. The book is 
dedicated to ‘‘a most consistent Cath- 
olic.’’ One is surprised at the en- 
thusiastic, yet undue, reverence ex- 
pressed for apocryphal ‘‘miracles’’ 
and traditional ‘‘relies.’’ 

MaclIntyre’s translation is close and 
clever. It will bear the most rigorous 
scrutiny. We should not, however, ex- 
pect any English version to do ade- 
quate justice to the rhyme, the 
rhythm, the power, and the diction 
of Germany’s foremost lyric poet ot 
the first decade of this century. Most 
readers would have appreciated at 
least a biographical note on the poet 
Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1936). — 


Hand in Hand with Our Mother 

Joseph Lucas, P.S.M. Bruce, $3.25 

(tr. Dominican Sisters) 
Here is another Marian book trans- 
lated from the German. This one is 
Catholic and supernatural to the core. 

As we do not have the German 
original for comparison, we may ac- 
cept the word of an eager Pal'ottine 
Provincial, in the Preface, lauding 
the ‘‘difficult’’ translation of An 
der Mutter Hand by the Dominican 
Sisters of the Perpetual Rosary 
(Milwaukee) as a work both ‘‘read- 
able and appealing.’’ 

Indeed we ean concur in this ap- 
preciation. There is in this beauti- 
fully printed volume a smoothness 
and a simplicity, an abundance of 
figure and illustration, that shou'd 
appeal to the more exemplary of our 
youth, to young women sodalists in 
particular, for whom virtue and the 
perfection of their state of life still 
mean something; for the perfume of 
a past generation diffuses itself 
throughout these edifying pages. 

Oh, a cold, proud school of modern 
litterateurs, parading a sort of Prot- 
estant mentality that a priori would 
divorce piety from literature, will not 
approve of a work like this, which 
plainly and without human respect 
professes feelingly the warm emot’ons 
and candid sentiments of a childlike 
filial piety to our heavenly Mother. 
The sophisticated will repel the hand 
that offers to guide their considera- 
tions and applications to virtuous 


conduct; they will refuse to have 


their ‘‘affections’’ made for them or 
suggested to them by the author of a 
book of piety. 

It seems written for those who be- 
lieve in and are willing to practice 
the Gospel principle: Unless you be- 
eome as little children . . . Father 
Lucas offers doctrine and treatment 
that does credit to the apostolate of 
the Pious Society of Missions dedi- 
cated in a special way to Mary, Queen 
of Apostles. 


The World’s Great Madonnas: An 
Anthology of World-Famous 
Pictures, Poetry, etc. 

ed. Cynthia Pearl Maus Harper, $4.95 
While the designation ‘‘ World-Fam- 
ous’’ might apply to some, if not to 
many, of the items in this dignified 
collection, it certainly will not fit all 
of the paintings, poems, songs, and 
stories displayed in the 789 attractive- 


February, 1948 


ly printed pages. It must be eop. 
fessed, nevertheless, that the selec. 
tions keep consistently to a rather 
lofty level of taste. 

The impressive contents are de. 
liberately restricted to the Christmas 
season of our Lady’s life. The reagon 
given for this seems to imply that we 
cannot be certain scripturally or 
theologica'ly of the other events jp 
the life of Mary! 

Perhaps it is being too censorious 
to expect historical and _ theological 
depth in an anthology of this nature, 
but Catholics will object to implica. 
tions like ‘‘the adoration of the 
Madonna.’’ French-Canadians will 
hardly admit that their Madonna 
literature and song are adequately 
represented in the section on Canada. 
South American citizens, those of 
Peru for instance, will find too few 
samples for a representative impres- 
sion of their cult of the Madonna. 

Among the hymns to Mary one 
could have expected at least one or 
two lines of Gregorian chant, some. 
where, particularly as that musical 
form is mentioned in the introduce. 
tory pages. 





Our Blessed Mother: Talks on 
Our Lady 
Edward Leen, C.S8.Sp., ¢ % 
John Kearney, C.S.Sp. Kenedy, $3.50 
Preserves the precious seminal 
thoughts of two great spiritual mas 
ters, lately deceased, on their favorite 
subject next to Christ. Both Father 
Leen and Father Kearney, of the 
Irish Holy Ghost Congregation, had 
fondled the hope of writing some- 
thing about Our Lady, but neither 
lived to realize it; so Bernard Fen- 
nelly, C.S.Sp., gathered up transcripts 
of their Marian conferences to Re- 
ligious, and the result is this collee- 
tion of inspired and inspiring medi- 
tations. 

The Leen section is the longer and 
more interesting of the two, Father 
Kearney’s contribution being more 
the way of a syllabus of the devotion 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
which he so fervently espoused. But 
Father Leen rises to some of his loft- 
iest moments in these papers, particl: 
larly when he is contemplati 
implications of Mary’s spiritual m 
ternity of all Christians. The impett- 
ous beauty of expression, the 0 
and searching ideation, the urgent 
of the Marian message, and its sou 
venir-appeal give this collection 4 
value infinitely greater than its rather 


high price in dollars and cents. ~~ 
: —M. E.R 
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Individuality vs. Personality 


the Person and the Common Good 


Jacques Maritain ; 
(tr. J.d. Fitzgerald) Scribner, $2.00 


Reviewed by Benedict Ashley, 
0.P., Ph.D. 

Jaques Maritain, who has so long 
valiantly opposed totalitarianism, 


does not wish to be mistaken as a sup- | 


rter of the opposite error, namely, 
jmmanistie individualism. In this 
short work (the first four chapters of 
which have appeared in The Review 
if Politics) he attempts to strike a 
ane Thomistic balance between the 
two extremes, “ 

Those who are not acquainted with 
the similar work of Charles De 
Koninck, ‘‘De la primaute du bien 
wmmun contres les personnalistes’’ 
(Editions de 1’Universite Laval, Que- 
ee), should read both books in order 





First Things First 


for Thee Alone. Conferences 


for Religious ' 
H.J. Beutler, C.M.,S.T7.L. Herder, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. Joachim Smet, 

0. Carm. 
When these conferences were first de- 
livered, they must have been exceed- 
ingly effective; for even in the deep- 
freeze of the printed page, where the 
living word loses so much of its savor 
amd flexibility, they retain their 
power to move. They are not light and 
atertaining, nor even original, but 
derive their force from the author’s 
personal realization of the traditional 
principles of asceticism, as indicated 
by the sure hand with which he 
ingles out basic virtues, and assigns 
their psychological roles in the spirit- 
wal life. 

With a business-like immediacy, 
Father Butler urges his hearers to 
make their profession of perfection a 
ral thing, places love of God at the 
beginning rather than the term of the 
Miritual life, and insists on detach- 
ment as the sure way of perfection. 
Devoting three times as much space 
to meditation as to any other subject, 
he seems to seek to reassure himself 
that his hearers have acquired a firm 
gtasp of the technique of prayer. The 
tther topics in the book are treated 
With the same eloquence which only 
aarnestness, selflessness and zeal in a 
Saker can confer. The reading of 
this book, as no doubt originally the 

ing of these conferences, cannot 

fail to elicit the reader’s sober an sal- 
wary resolve to live for God alone. 


to compare the solutions offered to 
this vital problem by two outstanding 
Thomists. 

From the discussion two principles 
emerge: (1) All intellectual creatures 
are made to know and love the infinite 
common good which is God. (2) In a 
given order the private good is always 
subordinate to the common good. De 
Koninck aims especially at establish- 
ing the second principle against in- 
dividualism and shows that it sup- 
ports rather than weakens the first 
principle. Maritain, on the other 
hand, devotes most of his attention to 
the first principle. 

Does Maritain admit the second 
principle? He does so_ explicitly 
(page 18). Nevertheless he repeated- 
ly weakens and confuses it by making 
comparisons between the private good 
of one order and the common good of 
another. He also seems to hold that 
the common good of society consists 
in the active life alone (pp. 64-67) 
and is subordinated to the private 
contemplative life of a single man. 
But the common good of society in- 
cludes both the active and contempla- 
tive lives, and for this reason even 
the contemplative life of the individ- 
ual is inferior to it. 

The source of these confusions 
seems to be found in Maritain’s start- 
ing point. The perfection of a thing 
comes from its end. De Koninck 
therefore rightly stressed the dignity 
of the common goods (God, the order 
of the universe, and the contempla- 
tive-active life of the human com- 
munity) in which man is able to com- 
municate. From this analysis follows 
the immense dignity and holiness of 
the human person which is able to 
attain its perfection only in these 
communions. Maritain’s converse ap- 
proach from the distinction of ‘‘in- 
dividual’’ and ‘‘person’’ is less clear, 
less telling against current errors, and 
less inspiring. 





BROWNSON’S WORKS 


One of our subscribers has a 20 


volume set of Brownson’s Works, . 


published by Thorndike Nourse, De- 
troit, 1884. 

These books show little signs of 
use, and are in very good condition 
—particularly good, in fact. 

If you are interested, drop a line 
to the editor, BOOKS ON TRIAL, 
220 West Madison Street, Chicago 6. 


FOREVER AMBER 


According to news reports, Catholic 
disapproval of the motion picture 
Forever Amber has been giving the 
producers. plenty of trouble. 

As an example of the money in- 
volved in such matters, the trade 
journel Variety estimates a cost for 
production and advertising of more 
than $7,000,000. Taking into account 
the cost of distribution, 20th Century 
must earn about $8,000,000 in film 
rentals before starting to break even. 





Ignores the Sacrament 


Marriage Is on Trial 

Judge John A. Sbarbaro Mae, $2.00 

Reviewed by Thomas C. Donlan, 

O.P., Dominican House of Stud- 

tes, Washington, D.C. 

The task of reviewing this short 
treatise on marriage is not easy be- 
cause the book contains much help- 
ful advice while at the same time it 
advances a view of marriage not ac- 
ceptable to the Catholic. Judge Sbar- 
baro’s purpose in writing this book 
is to halt divorce ‘‘by making mar- 
riage more desirable than many peo- 
ple find it today.’’ 

On the whole, the book is well writ- 
ten and is larded with examples gar- 
nered from long experience on the 
bench of the divorce court of Cook 
County, Illinois. While the practical 
advice contained in the first two see- 
tions is of unquestioned value, all of 
it is purely natural. Nowhere in the 
book is there any allusion to the sac- 
ramental nature of marriage. 

One may object that the Judge did 
not intend to write a book on the- 
ology. Even if he did not, it seems 
that any book that intends to present 
a case against divorce should at least 
recognize that there are valid grounds 
for maintaining that matrimony is a 
spiritual bond which is indissoluble 
according to the teaching of Christ. 
Granted that the book treats of mar- 
riage only from the viewpoint of the 
natural law, a serious error is pre- 
sented with the admission of the prin- 
ciple that marriage may be dissolved 
completely by the will of the contract- 
ing parties and the sentence of a 
judge. 

A real service could be performed 
by any author equipped to write a 
varallel book from the viewpoint of 
the natural law and of Divine Revela- 
tion. Such a volume would offer what- 
ever prudent advice is contained in 
the present work, but would super- 
naturalize the entire tenor of its mes- 


sage. 
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TRADE CORNER NOTES FOR BOOK BUYERS 


With future prospects in the gen- 
eral book business varying from 
‘‘doubtful’’ to ‘‘dismal,’’ and with 
Yatholic bookselling already suffering 
from a multitude of headaches not 
encountered in the secular field—or 
in any other field—we are not sur- 
prised at the increase in requests for 
our opinions, or comments. 

Some years ago, before paper and 
help shortages got so bad, we started 
a ‘‘Trade Notes’’ page, and many 1n- 
dividuals as well as dealers have 
urged us to revive it. These comments 
are a beginning. mA 

I (the editor) have been intimately 
associated with several lines of busi- 
ness. As a bank president, before I 
withdrew to give all my time to The 
Thomas More Book Shop, Booxs ON 
TRIAL, and The Thomas More Book 
Club, I had the opportunity to ex- 
amine the policies and methods of 
many other lines of business as well. 

I have no hesitancy whatever in 
saying that trying to operate a Cath- 
olic book business legitimately, and 
profitably—and by profitably, I mean 
earning sufficient to pay expenses 
and fairly decent wages—is the most 
difficult problem I have ever tackled. 
In future issues I am going to explore 
some of the reasons. ; 

In the Catholic book business, many 
situations are encountered that would 
not be tolerated in any other line of 
business I have ever seen. 

One of the publishers has sent me 
some pages from a several months’ old 
issue of America giving the results 
of a questionnaire sent to several hun- 
dred dealers, but this article only 
skims the surface. I expect to go 
deeper into the reasons for the tragic 
failures to distribute more good 
books and pamphlets. 


(Incidentally, 45.6% of the dealers 
who answered the ‘‘America’’ ques- 
tionnaire, listed BOOKS ON TRIAL 
as their primary source of informa- 
tion in choosing books.) 


Exorbitant Profits 


In general, business for 1947 is 
breaking all records for profits, and 
some of the satire thereon is mislead- 
ing and silly. For example, I have 
just been reading a comparison with 
1939 in which the writer, either 
through: ignorance or design failed 
to mention that we have 13,000,000 
more people now than in 1939. Had 
the percentage been applied properly, 
most of the supposed sting would 


have been taken from the propaganda 
article. A little simple arithmetic is 
very badly needed. In our next issue 
I hope to apply a few computations 
to the matter of discounts—the fifth 
columnist of the Catholic book trade. 

In the meantime, here’s a little fig- 
uring based on the America article, 
plus a survey reported in Publishers’ 
Weekly. 

According to America, the stores 
which reported figures averaged 
$13,742 each in sales. According to 
PW, the average profit was 3.4%. 
The average profit in dollars per 
store would, therefore, be $467.23 a 
year. 


But, this 3.4% profit was in secular 
retail stores, selling at list prices; 
whereas America’s study indicates 
that one-half of the sales of the Cath- 
olic stores was to Priests and Sisters— 
the great majority of whom expect 
discounts. Suppose this one-half was 
given a courtesy discount of 10%. 
This 10% would wipe out all the 
profit, and leave a net loss of $219.87 
for the year—on the average. 


Is it any wonder that the discour- 
aged Catholic bookseller quits trying 
to sell books and turns to religious 
articles, such as the wicker collection 
baskets which a writer in another 
Catholic magazine reports having 
seen purchased from the weavers at 
de and sold for $3.00—or turns to the 
sale of the articles through courtesy 
are called Art? 


If you have any trade problems or 
practices you would like to have dis- 
eussed, send them in. 


HIGHER PRICES 
COMING 


Book publishers and _ booksellers 
have been caught in a squeeze be- 
tween rising costs on the one hand 
and a decrease in sales on the other. 

Fewer Trade Books Sold 

During the war, when so many 
books were sent to the armed forces, 
it was expected that after the war 
there would be a more book-minded 
home market. This, however, hap- 
pened in special fields only. For ex- 
ample, the sale of college textbooks 
is estimated at more than three times 
pre-war. sales. Production _ plants, 
jammed with textbook orders, have 
had less time for trade editions; con- 
sequently, fewer trade books are be- 
ing sold. Dollar sales in many stores 


—— 
Se 


have been higher because list prices 
are higher, but the physical volwm 
in most cities is lower. 

Smaller sales have made it parti. 
cularly difficult for dealers to meet 
their rising costs. 

Some of the publishers have been 
trying to meet their problem by re. 
ducing the discount given to dealers, 
This, of course, makes it still worse for 
the dealer, and one result is an ip. 
crease in the number of complaints 
by dealers against the policy of the 
publishers’ selling direct to individ. 
uals by mail thereby ‘taking the 
bread out of the dealer’s mouth,” a 
one correspondent writes. It looks as 
though 1948 will bring forth some 
superheated arguments on this im. 
portant subject. 


Higher Wages—Still Higher Costs 


Strikes are going on against news. 
papers in numerous cities. There are 
arguments as to whether the cause of 
these strikes is a demand for ‘higher 
wages or a refusal to recognize the 
Taft-Hartley Law. Whichever it is, 
higher costs will undoubted'y result, 
and higher costs will mean higher re- 
tail prices. 

Publishers estimate the increases in 
cost of composition since 1941 run as 
high as 125 percent. It is said that 
bookmaking costs have risen around 
90 percent in the past 5 ycars, 
whereas retail book prices have risen 
only about 25 percent. 


During December, several publish- 
ers increased net costs to dealers. 
Dealers must either decrease their 
service to customers or go bankrupt. 
Their profit is already next to the low- 
est in the whole scale of American 
business. 


No Clergy Discounts? 


One of the next things that must go, 
according to one investigator, is the 
so-called ‘‘courtesy -discount’’ to 
clergy and religious. When coupled 
with orders for only one book at a 
time, to be shipped and charged, this 
practice, next to -that-of selling 
‘direct’? by publishers, -is regarded 
by most of the dealers who write or 
visit us as probably the greatest single 
discouragement in the Catholie field. 





According to a column in the Sat- 
urday Review of Literature, it was 
recently disclosed that at least 4 plays 
of the 1946-47 season had _ be 
financed by underworld combinations. 
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PEOPLE & PROBLEMS 
Psychoanalysts: Origin & a New Aspect 


the teachings of Freud are one of America’s perils. People of all degrees of 
imorance can be blinded and seduced by his arguments. Millions have already 
en endangered by his mysterious gestures and suggestions. 

The following paragraphs by Dr. Allers, therefore, have value beyond -their 
wrth as a review of Emil Ludwig’s book. 


Doctor Freud 

Emil Ludwig Hellman, $3.00 
Reviewed by Dr. Rudolph Allers, 
Professor of Philosophy, The Catholic 
Iniversity of America; author of 
“The Psychology of Character’’, and 
he best evaluation of Freudianism 
(now unavailable) —‘‘The Successful 
Brror?”. 
The author, well known by several 
biographical studies and some other 
wrkers, calls this book ‘‘ An analysis 
ud a warning’’. An analysis of the 
sic tenets of Freud’s psychology 
md a warning against it. He has 
en shocked by discoveriig what a 
we Freudian psychoanalysis plays in 
te minds of Americans who’ have 
wthing to do either with psychology 
w psychiatry; the psychoanalytic 
dang has become common possession, 
ud the ideas of Freud are viewed 
ty too many as the latest and most 
wiable achievements in psychology. 

The book wants to point out the 
ilsity and scientific untenabiity of 
nest of Freud’s assertions. And it 
ies it ably. The author has indeed 
wen clearly the weak points and the 
whitrariness in many of Freud’s 
tatements. He illustrates his criticism 
ly an abundant number of quota- 
tons, taken mostly from Freud’s own 
mitings, sometimes from those of his 
blowers. 

It is regrettable that not one biblio- 
faphical reference is given, so that 
te reader is unable to check the ac- 
tracy of the quotations, which more- 
Wer are all newly translated and 
lierefore cannot be found in the ex- 
Ming English editions. Another 
ttawback is a certain inaccuracy in 


rence to personalities or data of . 


history of psychiatry. More seri- 
"Sis the author’s predilection for a 
uturalistic sort of psychology which 
contrasts as ‘‘scientific’’ to that of 
Freud. While one may deplore this, 
tis on the other hand noteworthy 
here we have a severe critique of 
lan psychology by a man whose 
phical attitude is, it seems, not 
"8 naturalistic than that of the psy- 
gy he attacks. 
Ms book is not the work of a 


scho'ar; rather of one who is terri- 
fied by the influence he sees attained 
by ideas that are false, fantastic, and 
able to undermine personal and na- 
tional life. One may, accordingly, 
overlook the incomplete knowledge of 
other writers who have examined 
psychoanalysis and found it wanting. 
The criticism of psychoanalysis is not 
highly original; most of the com- 
ments have been made, in one or the 
other form, before. They have not, 
however, been made in so readable a 
manner nor, perhaps, with as much 
of violence. 


‘‘Why America?’’ eer 


The chapter ‘‘Why America?’’ is 
interesting. Here the author tries to 
discover why Freud:sm had such a 
success just in this country ; it is true 
that psychoanalysis was received no- 
where with such an enthusiasm. One 
reason is, says the author, the unso- 
phisticated attitude of the average 
American in regard to love. Another, 
the double morality (‘‘one for three 
dollars and one for ten cents’’)—that 
is, you may say certain things in a 
book, but not in a magazine, and 
when these things become ‘‘scienti- 
fic’’, it is a relief, because you are 
permitted to discuss them. Also, there 
is a tendency towards ‘‘transforming 
every secret into statistics’’, reducing 
everything to rules, and Freudism 
promises to render the irrational sides 
of life intelligible. Ihe American 
‘*passion for health’’ a!so contributed 
towards a general reception of psy- 
choanalysis. Finally, this psychology 
has an excuse for every fault, for 
every failure, and promises to teach 
everyone how to be normal, success- 
ful, or what not. 

The second part deals. with the psy- 
choanalytic studies of historical fig- 
ures or such of fiction. Here, the 
author is more of an authority, hav- 
ing himself. worked on such’ topies; 
and this part contains some new ideas 
and, facts.. The many inaccuracies and 
arbitrary assumptions made by the 
psychoanalysts are pointed out. 


The last section deals with Freud’s. 


personality and attempts to explain 


Medicine for Moderns: The New 


Science of Psychosomatic Medicine 
Frank J. Slaughter,M.D. Messner, $3.50 


Reviewed by Francis J. Brace- 

land, M.D., Consulting Fsychia- 

trist, Mayo Clinic; Professor of 

Psychiatry, School of Medicine, 

University of Minnesota; for- 

mer Chief Psychiatrist, Medical 

Corps, U. 8S. Navy. 

This is a rather glib presentation of 
an important medical subject said to 
be in nontechnical language and 
based upon ‘‘a wide reading of lit- 
erature relating to psychosomatic 
medicine and the author’s own ex- 
perience during many years of sur- 
gical practice.’’ 

There is no doubt about the great 
value of the concept of psychosomatic 
medicine. which this book describes 
and no doubt about the contribution 
which psychoanalysis has made to 
medicine, the concepts of which the 
author uses in his description, but 
both disciplines deserve a better in- 
terpretation to the laity than this 
volume gives them. 

The. work is marred by many 
things. It’s a little too facile—things 
are too easy. It overemphasizes some 
things; makes sweeping statements 
about others. It presents some theories 
as facts and in addition to this con- 
tains a number of inaccuracies. 

The author’s brand of psychiatry 

(Continued on next page) 





the peculiarities of his work. 

' ‘The book deserves to be read ; but it 
ought to be read with caution. The 
student of Freudism may profit by it, 
because it points out many aspects of 
this psychology which are open to 
legitimate criticism. It may be useful 
as, what the author intends it to be, 
a ‘‘warning’’. One has, however, to 
realize, that its background is very 
different from that which a Catholic 
critic is expected to have. ” 

* * * 

Here’s the view by (Lionel Trill- 
ing) that readers of the New York 
Times receive on this same book: 
‘*Mr. Ludwig. . . is sure that psycho- 
analysis drives patients insane and 
that it is practiced exclusively by 
charlatans who have no knowledge of 
Latin and Greek. He sneers at Freud’s 
theory of the war neurosis . . . He 
suppresses most of Freud’s ideas, mis- 
represents those he tries to expound 

.» tries to raise a horselaugh by 
pointing opt how absurd is the hu- 
man mind as Freud represents it .. . 
it is seldom indeed that we get a book 
as,-intellectually discreditable, as dis- 
ingenuous and as vulgar as this.’’ 
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Widely Divergent Views 


Our Emergent Civilization 
Planned and ed. 

Ruth Nanda Anshen Harper, $4.50 
Reviewed by Rev. J. A. O’Brien, 
Ph.D., The University of Notre 
Dame, author ‘‘Truths Men Live 
By.”’ 

This symposium embodies the thought 
of fourteen eminent scholars, who 
seek to trace the framework of a new 
unity of civilization and culture 
which is emerging beneath the appar- 
ent chaos and present-day ideas and 
ideals. The contributors have been 
chosen from the fields of philosophy, 
economics, sociology, the arts, polities, 
and public life. The common aims is 
to present the historical and intellec- 
tual processes by which old ideals 
have decayed, to show how the func- 
tions of society have been transformed 
in relation to the individual, and how 
new ideals are being shaped. 


Treatment of the contemporary 
problems is on a plane of high scholar- 
ship, and the language is at times 
quite technical and often duly pon- 
derous. To understand the treatment 
of many of the problems requires a 
university education as a minimum 
and much of the discussion really de- 
mands graduate work in philosophy. 


ture restricted to a rather limited 
group of readers. The contributors 
manifest wide differences in their 
philosophical viewpoints, and it is 
often difficult to find many threads of 
unity running through the various 
ehapters. 


We are not at all sure that the con- 
fusion, particularly in contemporary 
philosophic thought, will be apprecia- 
bly dissipated by the widely divergent 
ideas presented by the various con- 
tributors in this volume. Students 
with the proper background will find 
that the volume presents a fair cross 
section of the thinking of representa- 
tive scholars in the fields represented. 
The going will not be easy, but there 
will be gained by those who have the 
patience and fortitude to continue to 
the end a better understanding of the 
problems which civilized society must 
ultimately solve if civilization is to 
develop along rational lines. It is 
searcely necessary to add that there 
are not a few places in the discussion, 
particularly along philosophic and 
theistic lines, where a Catholic will 
not see eye to eye with the various 
contributors. 

One of the best chapters in the book 
is Jacques Maritain’s ‘‘A New Ap- 
proach to God.’’ 





Hence the volume is by its yery na- 


(Continued from p. 195) 
leaves a great deal to be desired. He 
gets into trouble with dementia prae- 
cox whenever he brings it into the 
discussion. On page 90 he says, ‘‘ Re- 
gression to more primitive levels of 
development in dementia praecox of 
schizophrenia results when an indi- 
vidual is unable to control homo 
sexual trends and establish his own 
individuality in the sexual sphere.”’ 
It is hoped that there are some print- 
er’s errors in that gem because it cer- 
tainly does not make sense. 

On the same page he states, ‘*‘ Para- 
noia, a particularly vicious form of 
schizophrenia, is not uncommon in 
diabetes. There is a form of schizo- 
phrenia called paranoid, but paranoia 
is definitely not a vicious form of 
schizophrenia.’’ Errors of this type 
abound throughout the book, but 
space does not permit the quoting of 
them. 

The author neatly disposes of a 
few moral and theological problems 
en passant. The following examples 
are offered without comment ‘‘It 
would be impossible ever to deter- 
mine the exact amount of psychic 


damage which has been done by the 
truism mouthed from every pulpit 
that ‘man is born to sin.’ It has un- 
doubtedly filled many a hospital for 
the insane and will fill many more’’ 
(page 192). On page 184 he con- 
cludes a statement about the impor- 
tance of recognizing the sex impulse 
rather than a question of morality 
with the following statement: ‘‘Too 
much morality is probably worse psy- 
chologically than too much immoral- 
ity.”’ 

[ll temper with those who disagree 
with the author occasionally becomes 
manifest. In a discussion of mothers 
and newborn babies (page 239) the 
author in advocating a change in hos- 
pital routine states, ‘‘Here again such 
a radical change in the entrenched 
routine of hospitals would lead to 
apoplexy in certain rigidly frustrated 
head nurses, itself a goal devoutly 
to be desired.’’ This, in a book on 
psychosomatic medicine, is somewhat 
incongruous. One is led to say, ‘‘Tch, 
teh, doctor, your hostility is show- 
ing.’’ 

Obviously, the book is not recom- 
mended. 


Molding of a Continen; 


The Rise of the Spanish 

American Empire 
Salvador de Madariaga Macmillan, $5, 
Reviewed by Addison Burbank, 
author of ‘‘Guatemala Profile,” 
‘Mexican Frieze,’’ etc.; noted 
artist & book illustrator. 


Mr. Madariaga looks upon three een. 
turies of Spanish empire in America 
and finds it—well, not so bad. The 
Conquest? Because its aim was to en. 
lighten, not ens!ave, call it rather the 
spread of Imperial-Christian civiliza. 
tion. The Inquisition? The idea 
sprang not from fanatical religions 
bigotry, but from pure common senge, 
The Empire? Unlike any other,. it 
sought to create no world despotism 
but autonomous democratic states, 
For ‘‘the Spains’’ of the mother 
country provided the matrix for the 
colonies. Until Bolivar broke the 
mold, it made for—not a great indus 
trial power nor a great sea power— 
but a great character. 

This is impressed indelibly upon 
the institutions, culture, and arehi- 
tecture of the Hispanic world before 
the worm of a pagan liberalism de- 
stroyed its vitals. But ‘‘the language 
remains alive with the ways of think 
ing it breeds . . . and the whole pe 
ple who speak it learn with it the 
value of leisure and the sense of re 
sistance to that insidious enemy, the 
State, particularly, the good State.” 

Written with admirable objectivity, 
this volume is a study of what Spain 
tried to achieve within the framework 
of just laws and Christian principles. 
It adds lustre to the successes and 
traces the reason for the failures 
Recommended for Hispanophobes who 
cannot see the mote in their own eye. 





Recently I received word that my 
subscription had expired, and I neg: 
lected to re-subscribe. It didn’t take 
long for me to realize what a mistakt 
I had made. . . . Since I realize the 
value of BOOKS ON TRIAL to ms 
and its value has increased a hur 
dred-fold, I also realized what i 
would mean to the library of § 
school. 

If everyone could realize whsl 
they would have in a subscription # 
BOOKS ON TRIAL, and a member 
ship in the Thomas More Book Club 
those two wonderful institution 
would have millions and millions 
new members. 

—Bernice Vavroth, 
Cedar Rapids, lows 
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The Presidency 


Where I Stand 


Harold E. Stassen Doubleday, $2.00 


forthright speaking by candidates for 
the presidency is something new, and 
immensely refreshing. Robert Taft’s 
straightforward statements on burn- 
ing subjects, particularly the labor 
problem, have notably increased the 
respect in which he is held. 


Stassen, former Governor of Min- 
nesota, now sets forth his credo. Much 
of it repeats speeches in which he 
poke candidly and courageously on 
many issues. He lays the primary 
blame for the present inflation on the 
trade unions. The Taft-Hartley Act 
he says is the ‘‘foundation for a fair, 
just and well-balanced labor policy.’’ 
Regarding housing, he is highly 
eitical of the government, which 
wuld not have succeeded better had 
itactually planned to obstruct build- 
ing. He would rather have large ac- 
amulations of capital managed by 
individual citizens than by govern- 
nent officials. He would refuse for- 
tgn economic aid without binding 
wreements as to its use. He is not 
oo convincing, and seems far less 
nature than Robert A. Taft. 

—J.C.T. 





Church Influence Minimized 


Racism—A World Issue 
Edmund D. Soper Ab, $2.50 


Author is recognized as a Methodist 
who'ar. Abingdon-Cokesbury oceupies 
‘place in the Protestant publishing 
feld somewhat equivalent to that of 


Sheed & Ward or Bruce in the Catho-' 


lie field. 


In his Extension magazine review, 
James O. Supple calls this a valuable 
bok. It was based on the studies of 
tn other Protestant clergymen, and 
ach chapter was submitted to a 
gtoup of experts from each respective 
untry 
Mr. Supple says the book is rela- 
twely free from re!igious prejudice, 

in several instances the influence 
the Church is minimized. In the 
thapter of the negro in the United 
tes, the Church is not mentioned. 

Orthodox Judaism might have a 
vid reason for complaint—‘‘Dr. 

r’s picture ...of Orthodox 
m as a form of racism, in con- 

tast with reform Judaism is unfor- 
tunate. The only weak chapter,’’ says 
Mr. Supple, ‘‘is the final one—‘The 


> 9? 


istian Faces the Color Bar’. 
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Sanctity Psychoanalyzed Again 


The Saint and the Devil 


Frances Winwar Harper, $3.75 
Reviewed by Julius Frasch Harmon. 
The story of Joan of Are is a story 
often retold, and at times by writers 
for whom, one would think, it would 
be a subject of little interest. The 
Saint is a mirror of Christ, Who may 
be an object of love or hatred, but 
Who can never be disinterestedly 
considered. Her tale has absorbed the 
interest of an Anatole France, a Ber- 
nard Shaw, and a Mark Twain, who 
could not believe it for what it was, 
a story’ of what God had wrought. 
Yet always the tale of Joan and her 
voices, her victories and her martyr- 
dom, shine right through the words 
of unbelief and, as was the ease of 
Our Lord and the High Priest, she 
ean make the unbeliever testify to the 
truth. Claims of imposture, fraud or 
self-deception have to be tacitly 
abandoned by those who make them, 
or else are clung to but to stand re- 
vealed as paltry make-shifts clothing 
the nakedness of a wilful lie. 


Miss Winwar avoids the question: 
‘*What think you of Joan of Are?’’ 
by stating that ‘‘some experience 
which the child would normally have 
accepted touched off a world of sub- 
liminal perception in the highly 
sensitive adolescent.’’ ‘‘Subliminal’’ 
means below the level of conscious- 
ness, a poor description of a firm, un- 
wavering conviction. As for Joan’s 
sensitiveness she states ‘‘. . . Dom- 
remy had quite recently suffered an- 
other raid from one of the robber 
lordlings. But such attacks were so 
common that the shudder must have 
been mitigated by repetition.’’ No 
doubt this was despite her great sen- 
sitiveness. No doubt, too, European 
medical journals are full of accounts 
of children who suffered what Miss 
Winwar calls a ‘‘mystical assault’’ 
during the air raids of the recent 
tragic conflict. 

Miss Winwar further indicates, 
however, that she puts little stock in 
her own hypothesis, one which serves 
its purpose of letting her proceed 
with her story while ignoring its im- 
plications. She does so at a decent 
level of literary competence, and 
shows more than a bowing acquaint- 
ance with the French medieval world. 
That she falls short of being a really 
competent medievalist is clearly indi- 
eated by the way in which she deals 
with the Mendicant Orders’ ideals, 


aims and purposes. In brief, she con- 
siders them as no more than the tools 
of a power-lustful Papaey, and, it 
would seem, rather unintelligent ones. 


Some Choice Boners 


This misconception does not muddy 
the main stream of her narrative, but 
her book does contain an occasional 
passage which, without intention on 
her part, will make a good many 
readers pause for a little hearty 
laughter. 

‘* Come from far, Black Friar ?’’ 

‘‘Rrom far and near.’’... 

‘‘What did you find? Any won- 
ders? Any miracles?”’ 

(This is put down as part of a con- 
versation of about one minute’s dura- 
tion between two Religious of differ- 
ent Orders momentarily thrown into 
easual contact.) 

‘“Whenever she could she went to 
the chapel of the Francisean convent 
and confessed to the friars. . .”’ 

(. .. Who no doubt sat in choir the 
more conveniently to listen to Joan’s 
interesting revelations. Incidentally, 
this is not the only passage that indi- 
eates she has confused the Sacrament 
of Penance with spiritual direction.) 

To read of the death of a Saint is 
always moving, and Miss Winwar’s 
account of St. Joan’s last hours on 
earth is a very good one. 


The Real Bluebeard 


It is unfortunate she has chosen to 
supplement her account of the life 
and work of the Holy Maid with a 
brief biography of Gilles de Rais. If 
there be any act of sexual abnormal- 
ity that unhappy captain failed to 
commit it must be one which has es- 
eaped the attention of those who have 
written on this unsavory subject. In 
extent, but not in intensity, his sad- 
ism fell short of the horrors of 
Berchtesgaden, but to read of it is 
equally unpleasant. Miss Winwar 
keeps her account of his misdeeds well 
within the bounds of decency, but a 
life such as his has no place among 
works likely to appeal to that broad 
public that reads chiefly for enter- 
tainment. Under no circumstances can 
a book that deals with him in any de- 
tail be given or made accessible to 
the young. 





The Memoirs of Cordell Hull are 
scheduled for May publication. It 
covers his life from boyhood in Ten- 
nessee to his retirement as Secretary 
of State. 
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Germany. Europe, and Peace 


Books on Germany and Europe are becoming saner now, observes Dr. Ferdi- 
nand A. Hermens of the Department of Political Science, the University of 
Notre Dame. ‘‘The effects of war-time psychology are wearing off, and rational 
analysis, supported by the rather forceful lessons of experience, is coming into 
its own.’’ Several examples of such sane and significant studies are examined 


below by Dr. Hermens. 


1, Germany—Bridge or 
Battleground 


James P. Warburg HB, $3.50 


James P. Warburg writes against 
a background of economic knowledge 
which prevents sentiment from in- 
fluencing his major conclusions. Fur- 
thermore, as a government official 
during the war, he saw the genesis of 
certain errors—for example, the re- 
fusal of preventing the worst effects 
of the emotionally satisfying but po- 
litically inept formula, ‘‘uncondi- 
tional surrender,’’ by a timely eluci- 
dation of Allied plans for post-war 
Germany—and he tried, together with 
others, to correct them. The appendix 
attached to his book contains the 
major documents related to our Ger- 
man policy; these texts, eloquent 
enough in themselves, are supple- 
mented by the very informative rec- 
ord of some of Mr. Warburg’s own 
attempts at shaping policy. 

Mr. Warburg’s volume, with all its 
strong points, lends itself to criticism 
in several respects. His emphasis on 
the desirability of continued coopera- 
tion between the Western powers and 
Russia fails to convince because he 
does not show in detail how the basis 
for such a cooperation could have 
been laid. 


In dealing with German culture, 
Mr. Warburg is not free from the in- 
fluence of war-time stereotypes; he 
treats it as axiomatic that cultural 
defects were a major element in the 
rise of the Third Reich. No attention 
is paid to the part played by consti- 
tutional factors in the breakdown of 
the Weimar Republic; that serious 
disturbances can, in the words of 
James Madison, be ‘‘the spontaneous 
shoots of an ill-constituted govern- 
ment,’’ is a possibility not considered, 
although Walter Bagehot predicted 
80 years ago that if his native Eng- 
land, with a cultural pattern so dif- 
ferent from that of Germany, should 
adopt proportional representation, a 
process of disintegration would de- 
velop, which would actually have. fol- 
lowed lines similar to those in evi- 
dence during the last years of the 
Weimar Republic. Writers as-.well 


known as C. J. Friedrich and Arnold 
Brecht have dealt with these matters 
in detail, and Mr. Warburg should at 
least have discussed their views. Let 
it be added, however, that the book 
is well-written, and that the diserimi- 
nating reader will find it stimulating 
and rewarding. 





2. And Call It Peace 


Marshall Knappen U. Chicago, $3.00 


Professor Knappen’s book is free 
from any and all concessions to war- 
time psychology. The author, true to 
his task as a social scientist, had early 
formed a realistic view of the prob- 
lems of Germany, and he saw his sub- 
sequent experiences in this light. As 
a member of the Military Govern- 
ment he was, like so many of his col- 
leagues, angered by the intrusions of 
a policy of hate into a task which was 
difficult enough without the added 
complications thus created. 


Professor Knappen confirms what 
others have told us when he suggests 
that some of our best officials in Ger- 
many carried out a policy in which 
they did not believe. He adds, how- 
ever, that they might we!l have of- 
fered stronger resistance to the policy 
of intimidation pursued by certain 
journalists. He discounts the assump- 
tion that our people were behind 
these campaigns, and quotes what 
‘‘an old hand from the State Depart- 
ment’’ told him ‘‘one cold and dis- 
eouraging day in Berlin’’: ‘‘It’s all 
up to the American voter. He can do 
just about all he wants to do. And 
he could take care of this situation 
any time he made up his mind it 
should be straightened out.’’ 

Knappen deals with the problems 
of post-surrender Germany by relat- 
ing his personal experiences to the 
analysis of the major problems con- 
fronting the occupation as a whole. 
This makes the book lively as well as 
informative. The treatment of church 
policies. is evidence of his determina- 
tion to be fair no matter how difficult 
the task; there is no other book in 
which the complicated problems pre- 
sented by the Protestant churches are 
so-well handled. 
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The points to which exception 
might be taken are of minor signifi. 
cance. There is, for examp!e, the ag. 
sumption that Germany’s economic 
condition was weakened by the logs 
of her pre-1914 colonies—which, in 
fact, were a drain on her financial 
resources. Nor would many observers 
agree that the present denazification 
law is satisfactory; its breakdown is 
now apparent. Generally speaking, 
however, the book says many things 
Which have needed saying for a long 
time, and says them well. 





3. A Report on Germany 
Lewis H. Brown FS, $3 00 


Lewis H. Brown has set himself a 
narrower task than either Mr. War. 
burg or Professor Knappen, but he 
solves it admirably. General Clay had 
called him, chairman of the Board of 
the Johns-Manville Corporation, to 
Germany in order that he might ad- 
vise him how ‘‘to get the German 
economy on its feet and off the backs 
of the American taxpayer as soon as 
possible.’’ Mr. Brown, and the econo- 
mist of his firm, William C. Bober, 
who has contributed a lucid chapter 
on ‘‘The German Situation Today,” 
find the causes of the German eco- 
nomic bankruptcy largely in our.own 
political mistakes. 

The German economy would have 
moved towards recovery if left to it- 
self. Instead, the country, which had 
been a closely-knit economic unit, was 
divided into four zones and, in addi- 
tion, any attempt at reconstruction 
ran up against so many verbotens 
that further deterioration took the 
p'ace of a possible improvement. This 
deterioration is discussed in detail, 
and so are means of arresting and re- 
versing it. 

In discussing these problems, Mr. 
Brown does not frighten the reader 
off with a mass of statistics. He 
knows his figures, but he lets them 
stay in the background. Lucidity and 
thoroughness have seldom been com- 
bined so effectively, and it is small 
wonder that the book attracted con- 
siderable attention as soon as It ap- 
peared. Its continued success woul 
go a long way towards assuring 4 
more rational policy. 





4. Will Dollars Save the World? 
Henry Hazlitt A-C, $1:50 


Henry Hazlitt, formerly an editorial 
writer of The New York Times, and 
now columnist for Newsweek, has 
written a vigorous little book, which 
constitutes the most thoroughgomg 
criticism of the Marshall Plan. which 
could have been made. In his opinioa, 
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political mistakes, rather than the 
effects of the war, are to blame for 
Europe’s recent economic difficulties, 
and there can be no remedy unless 
these erroneous policies are elimi- 
nated. Hazlitt’s criticism is tel ing, 
and to many of his points there is no 
effective reply. Some of us would, 
nonetheless, arrive at a different con- 
clusion in regard to the Marshall 
Plan. Unless the position of the pres- 
ent governments of Western Europe 
is strengthened, as the Marshall Plan 
proposes, their place will be taken by 
others that will intensify rather than 
remedy old errors, regardless of the 
consequences. 

Hazlitt is right, however, when he 
places at the top of his catalogue of 
errors ‘‘the industrial paralysis de- 
liberately imposed upon Germany by 
Allied policy,’’ and concludes: ‘‘In 
restoring the productivity of Europe 
it is only common sense to begin with 
the sector that is most demoralized 
and over which we have the most 
eontrol.”’ 





5, The Creeping Paralysis 

of Europe 
Melchior Palyi Human Events (pam.), 25¢ 
Dr. Palyi’s brief, but brilliant. pam- 
phlet deals with problems similar to 
those analyzed by Mr. Hazlitt. The 
two authors have practical'y identical 
views on the general problems of eco- 
nomic policy, and their agreement ex- 
tends to the emphasis on the need for 
an immediate revision of our German 
policy. Palyi emphasizes, however, 
our moral obligation to render assist- 
ance to Europe, and among the rea- 
sons for the existence of this obliga- 
tion he assigns first rank to our policy 
of imposing unconditional surrender 
upon Germany and carrying it to the 
point of inviting Russia into the heart 
of Europe. 

Our economic assistance should, 
however, he holds, be conditioned by 
the acceptance of sound economic 
Policies on the part of the recipients; 
help shou'd be discontinued unless 
they take the necessary steps. within 
the proper time. Dr. Palyi’s limita- 
tions of space are obvious at every 
point, but they do not prevent him 
rom making a very strong case for 
the measures he advocates. 


The Stilwell Papers, personal di- 
aries of the general, will be published 
in May. It promises to be explosive. 

On Active Service, by Henry L. 

timson, Secretary of War under 
Taft and under F.D.R., and Secre- 
tary of State under Hoover, is to be 
Published in April. 
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Growth and Decline Of World Culture 


A Study of History 
A. J. Toynbee 
(abr. D. C. Somervell) Oxford, $5.00 

Reviewed by Eva J. Ross, Ph.D., 
author of ‘‘Fundamental Sociol- 
ogy,’’ *‘Sound Social Living,’’ 
etc.; translator of recent ‘‘ Mar- 
riage the Great Mystery.’’ 


The six volumes which are here ably 
abridged into six hundred pages, rep- 
resent one of the first really schol- 
arly efforts to study history, not from 
the narrow viewpoint of nations 
which, after all, have only a ecompara- 
tively recent history, but from the 
wider standpoint of integrated units 
of culture, as these have grown and 
declined. In the present period of so- 
cial change and hope for better times, 
Toynbee’s thesis provides a highly 
significant clue to all who think that 
some measure of social responsibility 
is theirs. Catholics, who have been in- 
terested in the author because his 
first wife was the eminent convert 
Rosalind Murray, will therefore find 
an added inducement to read his 
book: to enable them to discuss his 
ideas in the light of Christian truth. 

Toynbee divides the whole field of 
human history into 26 civilizations; 
16 are dead and the ten that are alive 
today, with the possible exception of 
Western society, are in the process 
of breaking up. Analyzing these civ- 
ilizations, to find the causes of their 
growth and decay, he comes to the 
conclusion that social change is not 
eyelical (pp. 251-254), and that it is 
not due to inherent national or ra- 
cial qualities. He does not think that 
mankind is fettered into impotence 
by environment or blind force of any 
type—social, psychological, physio- 
logical, or geographical. Instead, he 
believes that ‘‘challenge and re- 
sponse,’’ as well as ‘‘ withdrawal and 
return’’ are due to self-determination, 
independent of external environment 





Dear Editor: 

I understand from a recent maga- 

zine article by a Mr. Harry Sylvester 
that you think it would be unreason- 
ab'e to start a non-profit bank, al- 
though there is a need for a non-profit 
bank. Please explain. 
Ans.: This must be what the author 
means by ‘‘creative writing.’’ I think 
the author has slipped somewhat, as 
there are several accurate statements 
in the article. The reference to bank- 
ing is not one of them. More later.— 
Editor. 


and the stimulus provided by outside 
enemies. 

In other words, Toynbee affirms 
the efficacy of human freedom of will, 
which may be influenced by other 
factors, of course, but is not deter- 
mined by them. His examination of 
history leads him to believe in the 
genuine possibility of success or fail- 
ure of a civilization through the free 
decision of individuals with spiritual 
motivation. 

A Study of History has been com- 
pared with Spengler’s Decline of the 
West; with H. G. Wells’ Outline of 
History; with the Harvard sociologist 
Sorokin’s Social and Cultural Dy- 
namics. Toynbee is much more plaus- 
ible, and also more readable, than 
Spengler, who was a determinist in 
having a too biological interpretation 
of culture as an organism. In show- 
ing his conviction of the central im- 
portance of the will as well as of re- 
ligion, Toynbee may be indeed com- 
pared with the Catholic historian 
Christopher Dawson, as well as with 
Sorokin, but his work is broader in 
scope than Dawson’s or H. G. Wells’; 
and it makes easier reading than 
Sorokin, besides being less artificial 
than Sorokin’s work in its premises 
and conclusions. 

Whether or not readers consider © 
that Toynbee’s conclusions are war- 
ranted by the facts, his work will 
give dynamic power to their imagina- 
tion, and open to them vast fields of 
erudition. 


A GREAT MARINE 


Marine from Virginia 
David Tucker Brown, Jr. 
Chapel Hill, $2.50 


David Tucker Brown, Jr., gentleman, 
scholar, and philosopher, entered the 
U. S. Marine Corps six months before 
Pearl Harbor. He had been a tutor 
at St. John’s College, Annapolis, and 
a student of the ‘‘100 great books’’ 
course, during which time he entered 
the Church. Leading his men ‘‘ beyond 
the call of duty,’’ he died at Okinawa 
in 1945. 

Marine from Virginia is made up 
of the letters of this gallant Marine— 
mostly to his mother. ‘‘They have 
caught and fixed what was best and 
noblest in the nation at a time of great 
erisis,’’ says the book-jacket blurb, 
and it is true. His inspiring letters 
are a lasting tribute to an ideal sol- 
dier—a tribute to good breeding—to 
high ideals—to courage—and conse- 
eration. 
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A PAGE OF PAMPHLETS 


| Some Aquinas Papers 
Christian Philosophy in the 
Common Law 
Richard O’Sullivan, K.C. 
Blackfriars-Newman, 75c 
In this expansion of a paper read be- 
fore the Aquinas Society of London, 
author states that ‘‘the Common Law 
of England is the only great system 
of temporal law that came out of the 
Christian centuries.’’ His critical 
thesis is that modern man has become 
*‘dependent man,’’ since modern so- 
ciety has lost the important medieval 
principle of the autonomy of the 
spiritual life which ‘‘assumed the 
form of independence of spiritual 
authority from control of the tem- 
poral.’’ 

Both the nature of the law and the 
background out of which it grew are 
discussed in terms of Church and 
state, the work of the canonists and 
of Henry II, with emphasis upon de- 
velopment of Common Law under 
medieval and subsequent social con- 
ditions . . . most useful for those who 
require a clear picture of medieval 
society and its morality, and interest- 
ing for those others who see in the 
Middle Ages a criticism of our own 
age ... Valuable documentation. 

—Dan T. Mitchell 


The Sorrows of God 
Gerald Vanna, O.P. 

Blackfriars-Newman, 40c 
London Catholic Herald: ‘‘. . . a theo- 
retical justification for the popular 
modes of speech by which we say, in 
spite of the dogmas of God’s absolute 
immutability and perfect happiness, 
that He truly has compassion upon 
the sorrows of men and is grieved by 
their sins. . .”’ 


The Condemnation of 
St. Thomas at Oxford 
Daniel A. Callus, O.P. 
Blackfriars-Newman, 40c 
London Catholic Herald: ‘‘. . . de- 
seribes the bitter opposition, partly 
due to rivalry between the mendicant 
orders, against which the teaching of 
St. Thomas Aquinas, particularly in 
regard to the unity of substantial 
form in man, had to make its way in 
England during the second half of 
the 13th century.’’ 





The Happiness of Faith . 

D. A. Lord, 8.J. ‘QW, 25¢ 
Distinguishes happiness from pleas- 
ure. se 


Addresses & Letters on the 


Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
Most Rev. Amleto G. Cicognani SAG, $1.00 


Dominicana: ‘‘. . . places clearly be- 
fore all Catholics . . . the purpose of 
the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine and the duty they have of car- 
rying it to completion . . . excellent 
handbook for the apostolate of relig- 


ious instruction and Catholie Action 
? 





Alcoholics Anonymous 
Frank A. Riley QW, 10¢ 


‘*An interview with Edward J. Dow- 
ling, S.J.’’ (a sparkplug of this 
movement). 





A Catholic Layman 
Affirms His Faith 

William Ashley Anderson OSV, 15e 
Vigorous statement of ‘‘live’’ Catho- 
lie’s position. 





Catholic Student Makes 


the Holy Hour 
Very Rev. Leo F. Griffin OSV, 5e 


More fine Griffin meditations, devout 
but unsentimental. 





Consecration to the 


Immaculate Heart 
Patrick O’Carroll, C.S.Sp. Mercier, 50¢ 


Detailed description of devotion to 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 
ENCYCLICAL 
Social Justice in the Modern World 


Outline by Francis Joseph Brown 
Outline Press, 50¢ 


The purpose of this new authorized 
translation of Quadragesimo Anno 
(On Reconstructing the Social Or- 
der), is ‘‘to open up the encyclical, to 
make it better understood.’’ 

First there is an outline. The para- 
graphs of the encyclicals are num- 
bered consecutively, and the outlines 
are followed by numbers to indicate 
the paragraphs. A six-page index 
adds still further to the ease with 
which one can locate the particular 
reference desired. The outline and in- 
dex are highly useful, and should 
help greatly. 

Similar outlines are available— 
‘On Atheistic Communism’’—‘‘On 
Christian Marriage’’—‘‘On the Con- 
dition of Workers.’’ The price of each 
is 50c. Dr. Brown, editor, is profes- 
sor of economics at the University of 
Notre Dame. 

In ordering, refer to ‘Outline En- 
cyclical Series.’’ 


——$<——S= 
Beware of the ‘‘Patriots’’ 
Lon Francis OSV, 20¢ 


The names and aims of anti-Catholic 
and pro-Communist organizations, 
with particular emphasis on the 
Bishop Oxnam type. The facts will 
shock most Americans. 


As opposed to the fulminations of 
the bigots named in the ahove pamph. 
lets, three other Protestant leaders 
writing in Social Action, present a 
different story. Dr. F. Ernest John. 
son of the Federal Council of 
Churches asks for a new examination 
of the meaning of separation of 
Church and state. 


‘‘To a very considerable extent,” 
he wrote, ‘‘the Protestant mood has 
come to reflect the modern secularist 
attitude, which tends progressively to 
isolate religion from the more signi- 
ficant areas of the common life.’’ 


Denying free bus transportation he 
termed ‘‘unreasonable and _ harshly 
discriminatory.”’ 

Dean Luther A. Weig'e of Yale 
Divinity School said that ‘‘separa- 
tion’’ does not mean that ‘‘the state 
acknowledges no God, or that the 
state is exempt from the moral law.” 

Tom Keehn of the Congregational 
Christian Churches asked for a calm 
analysis of the real issues. Protestants 
should ‘‘not just stand in a negative 
role as defenders of easy and unex- 
amined dogmas.”’ 





Companions for Eternity 
A. Carré, O.P. 

(tr. Clare Sheppard) Blackfriars, 65¢ 
Precious, urgently important little 
treatise on holy, Christ-formed matr'- 
mony, developed from lectures given 
students in Latin Quarter; fervently 
recommended not only as sample of 
the French Dominican theology of 
marriage which Father Vann has been 
preaching in his books and now in his 
American lecture tour, but especially 
because Americans need precisely this 
mature approach to the Sacrament. 





Christ in His Brethren 

Raoul Plus, S.J. BOW-Grail, 75¢ 
An important addition to the litera 
ture of the apostolate, developing 4 
practical, interesting, and inspiring 
spirit the great points of his Radiat- 
ing Christ, which is a key book for 
all sincere apostles & Catholic Action 
eers. Recommended for all enthusiasts 
—clerical and lay—who are all-out 
for Catholic Action but unwilling 
accept the cost in preparation or 2 
sacrifice. 
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ns, Praised By 
il | Fadiman, Marquand 
t & Morley 


h- § psintree County 


Boss Lockridge, Jr. H M, $3.75 


in- § This ‘‘epic’’ monstrosity is blurbed as 
of § American youth growing up—1840 to 
on § 1890—the hopes, fears and life-ex- 
of § periences of Middle Western people 
during the Civil War and afterwards. 
,” | Henry Seidel Canby, a Book-of-the- 
as & Month Club judge, terms it ‘‘sensual 
ist § without being verbally dirty,’’ amor- 
to # ous on the animal as well as the 
ni. | human side, with ‘‘love, erotic and 
wiritual’’ as a pervading motive. He 
he § finds it too verbose, and would hate 
to describe the professor—‘‘Per- 
fessor’? is the word used—-a foul, 
ale | lecherous, horribly b'asphemous, athe- 
a. | istic ‘‘intellectual’’ whose aura is 
te | evidently the reflection of the au- 
he § thor’s seeming schizophrenia. _ 
” As a dissolute fantasy, Raintree 


ral County is of interest as an illustra-' 


tim of the tribute paid by modern 
its eommercialism to any novelty, how- 
eer vile in its effects. And the nov- 
dty of this book is very largely in 
the exercise of an acrobatic style of 
arrangement and presentation. 

The locale is a Southern Indiana 
eunty. A politically favorite son, 
now a senator, returns for a memorial 
5, § celebration after 20 years’ absence. 
Having heard that a private atlas had 





tle F teen prepared and all but one copy 
Tl ¥ destroyed, he is seeking this copy for 
® § its rumored pornographic features. 
ly His local intimate is one Johnny 


Shawnessy, a native son, would-be 


of writer, and Civil War _ veteran. 
‘is Through the eyes, ears, and particu- 


larly the Freudian dreams of this 
YE chiet character the reader is given an 
interminable, irritating, and confus- 
ing series of flashbacks portraying the 
supposed history of the county as re- 
flected in its more objectionable char- 
15e acters, 

In some similar examples of frank 
tarnality, it has been argued that the 
author is only depicting life as it 1s. 
’ In the present instance, however, it 
™ || ems that the author is a conscious 


} 
y. | Meomplice of the lewd, demented 
ra ‘Perfessor’’ whose conversation is not 


' fit for the gutter. 

. This book has been bought by 
M-G-M, and will be exploited through 
tremendous advertising. 
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NEW FICTION 


Prose Ballet: The Seasons 


‘The Quiet Man”? is a tribute to the 
art of Patrick Purcell—his humor, 
pathos, insight . . . like Boswell, a 
fancier of emotional experience, a fit- 
ter of words—an artist. Savor this: 


“*Despite the occasional attentions 
of amorous females anxious to suc- 
ceed where the ambitious Julia Sta- 
pleton had failed, Peter O’Dea and 
Jer Coady lived out many a happy 
year there in that box of a house be- 
low the straggling street of Car- 
riglea. There they grumbled through 
many a soft, wet spring while the 
blue skies won an annual battle with 
February’s fogs ere the harshness of 
March came to dry the land in readi- 
ness for April’s showers. There they 
drowsed away many a summer, with 
every May a flower unfolding, and 
every leafy June a green-robed mem- 
ory of beauty, and every warm July 
a sun-filled prelude to the promise of 
autumn’s plenty. There August 
spilled her riches on the orchards and 
the cornfields; thither, to every 
hedge, September brought red haw 
and clustered blackberry; there Oc- 
tober piled the haggards high with 
garnered oats and white wheat and 
long-bearded sheaves of whispering 
barley. There the village ramblers 
came gathering round Jer Coady’s 
fire when the long, long nights of 
Christmas came dragging from the 
black depths of winter; and there, as 
the pair munched through their early 
breakfast, they would watch the blind 
on the east window for the first grey- 
ing of the reluctant January dawn.’’ 

From ‘‘The Quiet Man,’’ by Patrick 
Purcell, $2.50, postpaid—a master 
story-teller’s tale of an Irish school- 
master’s life and love. 


The Generation of Them 
That Seek God 


Somewhere the Tempest Fell 
Josephine Herbst Scribner, $3.00 


Reviewed by J. Byrne, member 

of English Faculty of Northwest- 

ern University. 
Josephine Herbst’s latest novel may 
best be characterized as ambitious. 
Just as Robert Frost has come to be 
recognized as the prophet of New 
England decadence, Miss Herbst may 
be identified as the self-appointed 
sybil of urban atrophy. 

Somewhere the Tempest Fell is a 
day-to-day account of a people’s easy 
surrender to the luxury of an ideal- 
istie society. The story is nominally 
concerned with a successful author, 
Adam Snow, who inadvertently saeri- 
fices a casual reality for the dramatic 
unreality he imputes to the preson of 
his own pseudonym, George Wand. 
As interesting as this theme may be 
in itself (Is an author liable to/for 
the foibles of his creation?), it is but 
one of several problems posed and 
summarily dealt with—problems as 
diversified as race relations and nar- 
cotic traffic and the readjustment of 
the war veteran. 

Miss Herbst’s easy association with 
Chicago’s social extremes seems little 
more than an attempt to exploit ra- 
cial problems and class themes. Quite 
intentionally she has infected the 
thought and expression of her char- 
acters with a pseudo-sophistry. In 
point, though coincidental, one 
young lady is described in the follow- 
ing manner: ‘‘She thought of herself 
as a character, having no character, 
and needing to be a character to get 
any distinction.’’ A good example of 
Miss Herbst’s sardonic humor, none- 
theless it contributes to the conspicu- 
ous futility and betrayal wherein the 
author has located her account. 





While the Angels Sing 
Gladys Hasty Carroll Maemillan, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister Leo Gon- 
zana, S.C.L., Saint Mary Col- 
lege, Xavier, Kansas. 
Told from the unusual viewpoint of 
the 75-year-old grandmother, While 
the Angels Sing is the story of the 
Christmas season in a small New 
England town. All the author’s ar- 
tistry here again presents normal, 
natural characters. Tolerance and 
understanding, especially of the prob- 
lems of the adolescent boys as they 
are revealed in the story, and as they 
can be solved without any spiritual 
assistance, are purely social and 


natural virtues. 

Typical of the New England spirit, 
the book is tonic for non-denomina- 
tional readers. The majority of 
readers will probably like to feel 
that there is more of CHRIST in 
CHRISTmas than the occasional 
singing of the angels. The title does 
recall the naivete of the medieval 
Second Shepherds Play—but of 
course lacks the purely dramatic 
touch so effective in the play. 

Selena’s contacting the spirit of 
her recently deceased husband Alvin 
smacks of spiritism and at times is 
pathetic, verging on the ridiculous. 

—WSister Leo Gonzaga, S8.C.L. 
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Of Lazy Bakers 
and Manuel Komroff 


Feast of the Jesters 
Manuel Komroff 


Reviewed by Demetrius Manou- 
sos, O.F.M.Cap. 


Onee upon a time there were many 
bakers who were very anxious to sell 
their wares. But the delicious and 
nourishing cakes expected of them 
they would not bake, for such cakes 
ealled for talented artistry and much 
hard work, and they were ready for 
neither. They found a substitute for 
both. They mixed sawdust with their 
flour to give their cakes substance ; 
iced them with artificial candy to give 
them flavor; and sprinkled ground 
glass over the whole to catch the eye. 

Today there is a spate of novelists 
striving to produce best sellers. For 
intellectual substance they are filling 
their stories with the sawdust of 
specious observations on the eternal 
verities. For flavor they are sur- 
rounding this tasteless mass with the 
artificial candy of so-called historical 
fiction. Then to catch the eye of the 
‘‘modern’’ (and the moron) they 
sprinkle the whole with the ground 
glass of sex. 

Mr. Komroff, who once _ wrote 
Coronet, has slid to the level of the 
lazy bakers. Coronet was a book of 
striking virtues, and irritating faults. 
Feast of the Jesters has none of these 
virtues and all of the faults, with a 
few added. Coronet gave us a fairly 
thrilling series of glimpses of the 
European scene over more than three 
centuries. Feast of the Jesters gives 
us a very hazy picture of a few 
months in a corner of Europe. 

There is hardly a convincing char- 
acter in the book (although most of 
them are feeble parallels to characters 
in Coronet). There are at least a half 
dozen build-ups to ‘‘delightful’’ little 
fornications. Every character’s every 
other speech is a series of enigmatic 
aphorisms posing as profound. The 
historical coloring is unintegrated 
and frequently misty. For instance, 
the only idea of the ladies’ costumes 
that seems of any importance is that 
the dresses were exceedingly low— 


FS, $3.00 





THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
I think that Caryll Houselander’s 
“*The Dry Wood”’ is one of the love- 
liest things I have ever read. 
—Agnes Peele Connor 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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The Heretics 
Humphrey Slater HB, $2.75 
Reviewed by Roger Parr. 
To Mr. Slater ‘‘his geese are all 
swans.’’ The responsibilities of a 
writer are many and they are serious. 
To meet them requires awareness and 
integrity. The author of The Heretics 
is not, has not. An historical novelist 
especially has a grave obligation to 
set forth the truth of fact. An artist’s 
job is priest-like. He is a zealous 
gardian of truth. His purpose must 
be positive; his method sound. 

Mr. Slater seems to have a score to 
settle or a bitterness to project in 
The Heretics. He is an iconoclast for 
the sake of iconoclasm. When the pur- 
pose of an artist’s work is thus self- 
centered, failure can be its only re- 
sult. 





that is repeated again and again. 

Oh yes, the story is about a Paris- 
ian girl of the streets who comes to 
the Congress of Vienna as an actress, 
sleeps with an English banker ‘‘for 
the duration,’’ has great success be- 
guiling the nobility, and loses every- 
thing to find herself right back where 
she started when the Congress sud- 
denly terminates with Napoleon’s es- 
eape from Elba. You are still wait- 
ing for the story to begin when you 
hit the back cover. 


NOBEL PRIZE 


Commenting in an excellent edi- 
torial on Andre Gide, this year’s 
recipient of the $40,630 Nobel prize 
for literature, the Register (Denver) 
says that Gide is described as one of 
the great intellectuals of the age, but 
also a man racked by vices and de- 
voted at one time or another to reli- 
gion, to defending homosexuality, and 
to espousing and later condemning 
Communism.”’ 

He has been ‘‘tortured by a never- 
ceasing search for the spiritual mean- 
ing of life.’’ 

‘‘Our impression is that, if Gide is 
the great intellectual he is supposed 
to be, and is a Frenchman, he has not 
sought far for the spiritual meaning 
of life or he would have found it.’’ 

Quoting further, the editorial says: 

‘The Nobel prize this year does not 
seem too noble. Good literature is not 
made up of fancy language, acro- 
batics or thought, and animalism. In 
addition to rhetoric, a man must have 
something worth while to say tf he is 
to produce real literature.’’ 





re 


Would-be Voltaire Blows His Top 


He could hardly be said to have q 
method. He knows nothing of sugges. 
tion or restraint. He very often for. 
gets he is the writer and suddenly we 
find him emotionally entang'ed with 
his characters—lost in the confusion 
he attempts to portray. His style js 
erratic; his word choice curiously in. 
accurate and his grammar adolescent. 
ly erroneous. The work lacks dignity. 
and it ‘‘talks down’’ to the reader. 


Mr. Slater seems to feel the writing 
of this novel held great therapeutic 
value, as does the reading of it, In 
the words of one of his characters: 
‘‘It provided vicarious adventure and 
horrors for the necessary satisfaction 
of repressed bestial urges, for whieh 
nowadays there is little objective 
seope.”’ 


False Equation 


The cardinal error among the 
many errors in thesis and technique, 
is that he dares to equate Almighty 
God’s words and their sacred trust to 
the Church militant with communism 
and fascism. The teachings of the 
Chureh are not policies; they ar 
commands. They are not ideals; they 
are realities that must be followed, 
believed and lived here in time. 


That the Chureh resorted to brutal 
methods to preserve her doctrines, 
which are the commands of Almighty 
God, are in the light of that age w- 
derstandable if not condoned, for the 
issues at stake were great, and the 
members of the Church undeniably 
human. 


That the two political ‘‘isms’’ have 
used similar methods, however, is not 
understandable, for what is at stake 
is not the truth as given us by Al 
mighty God, but a vile wrenching of 
the truth as concocted by man. One 
preserves the way of life; the other 
is an attempt to destroy the way of 
life. Mr. Slater denies objective truth 
and dares to throw dogma of, Cathol 
icism into the subjective political 
broilpot of fascism and communism. 
In the last analysis communism is not 
a religion—nor is fascism. Rather are 
they both insidious political substi 
tutes for religion. This author cor 
fuses, among a horde of other things 
religion with polities. ; 

We as readers are not interested 2 
a sprawling first draft. We have # 
right to demand in any artist a et 
tain technical prowess, and above @ 
a sincere projection of objectiv¥ 
truth. 
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Attenuated Welsh-ness 


Dan Owen and the Angel Joe 

Ronald Mitchell Harper, $2.50 
Mr. Mitchell, the jacket discloses, is 
“of Welsh origin’’; he certainly has 
a Welsh phiz; apparently he has foot- 
ed it over—or at least around—the 
Welsh mountains. But that does not 
make the present novel automatically 

d—or even good Welsh, like those 
of Gwyn Thomas, or the cruelly bit- 
tr Caradoe Evans, or even Richard 
Llewel'yn before he left for London. 
For all the evocation of Welsh essence 
in the book, locale might just have 
been Madison, Wis., where author 
teaches speech and drama at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

Style is non-descript for the most 
part, and, I fear, rather dull. So are 
the characters, for all his protesta- 
tions to the contrary. Theme is the 
werworked one of the Divine Com- 
edy, bereft of its theology and dig- 
nity but permitting the author oppor- 
tunity for deseribing several putative 
sductions and murders. 

Without resorting to definite Chris- 
tion teaching, Mr. Mitchell does, how- 
ever, come up with a psychological 
discovery which, if universally ap- 
plied, would have salutary repereus- 
sions on the present divorce evil. For 
Dan Owen learns, via his pretty 
ludicrous purgatorio, that no one— 
last of all one’s ‘‘ecompanion for 
eternity ’’—i that every 





is perfect ; 
marriage is a creative proposition to 
be worked out by mutual and patient 
ad understanding cooperation. And 
there are indications on the last page 
that his shrewish Anny May is going 
todo some changing, too. 

_I suppose that, modern fiction be- 
ing what it is, we should be grateful 
for this unsuspected affirmation of the 
ld-fashioned notion of conjugal fidel- 
ity. We’d probably be more grateful 
if we hadn’t read De Rougemont’s 
love in the Western World several 
years before and Carre’s Compan- 
ions for Eternity immediately after. 
These brave books make anything so 
ateuitous as Dan Owen seem a little 
superfluous. 

—A Welshman 


eee 


The Day They Gave the Babies Away 
é Eunson (il. Fritz Kredel) FS, $2.00 
little tale of the author’s grandfather, 
Who as a boy of 12 and oldest of six chil- 
loses both parents, and is confronted 
the problem of giving away his little 
thers and sisters. Rejecting the approach- 
® of Organized Charity (as it were), he 
des to give each baby to a lonely, empty 
where its presence will give new life 

mg bappiness. 





NO MENTION OF 
OBSCENITIES 


The publishers of the animalistic 
Raintree County are making an all- 
out attempt to put it high on the best- 
seller list. They offer to pay 75 per 
cent of the cost of ads run by local 
dealers. They expect to spend $35,000 
in promotion. 


lafe magazine is responsible for 
additional publicity. Last September 
they reprinted an excerpt called ‘*The 
treat Footrace’’ without giving any 
intimation as to the objectionable 
features of other parts of the book. 





Avery Hopwood Winner 


The Practicing of Christopher 

Josephine Eckert Dial, $2.75 

Reviewed by Therese O’Neil. 

Many authors think they know about 
children, but this one really does. In 
a simp'le story, uneomplieated by in- 
nuendoes (as Martin Flavin’s reeent 
book about children is) the author 
tells of Christopher, who is ‘almost 
nine. He is a perfectly normal boy 
but he just doesn’t fit anywhere. His 
father is a busy author, and mother 
is busy waiting upon father. They do 
not neglect the child; they merely 
overlook him. 


Characteristically, Christopher in- 
vents an imag‘nary playmate, Rol- 
and, with whom he has an exciting 
time, to the suspicious bewilderment 
of father. Then there is Blinkie, a 
friend of the family to whom Chris- 
topher is particularly devoted. Blin- 
kie doesn’t talk down or even look 
down upon the boy. He accepts him 
as he is. A little girl, Susannah, who 
is similarly lonesome, proves to be a 
sympathetic companion. At first 
Christopher runs away to be with 
her, then he runs away for other rea- 
sons. Finally, thinking he has com- 
mitted a serious fault, he betakes 
himself to New York to join Blinkie, 
but his long train ride is sadly dis- 
heartening. 


After this bad scare father wakes - 


up. There is a touching reconciliation 
and the book ends with Christopher 
back home and ready to take up life 
on a new basis, subtly expressed when 
he says to his chastened and willing 
parents, ‘‘You may call me ‘Chris.’ ”’ 

This book is so normal and real and 
it has penetrated the parent-child re- 
lationship so successfully and withal 
so genially, that every parent, teach- 
er, or director of children should 


read tt. 
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Latitudinarian 
The Missionary 
Cornelia Spencer Day, $3.50 


Reviewed by Rev. G. J. Gustaf- 
son, SS., Ph.D., editor ‘‘The 
Priest.’’ 


This particular novel will inevitably 
suggest Keys of the Kingdom. We do 
not say resemble it; for it lacks the 
tightly knit organization, the power, 
and the appeal of the greater work: 
it is ‘‘Keys’’ without its life and in- 
herent interest; dead bones on which 
no spirit breathed. 


But its milieu is China; its main 
character, a missionary of latitudi- 
narian tendencies. There are bandits, 
and orthodox ministers (often painted 
in austere colors), a compound, a hos- 
pital, great griefs and great hopes, a 
deep love of China and its millions 
—the familiar elements. Something 
new had been added—a ‘‘triangle.’’ 
Newer still, these days, is the omis- 
sion of some of its usual properties: 
the hero, for example, does not aban- 
don his puritanical wife, for all the 
ice-water in her veins. 


We must say that we heartily dis- 
sent from the thesis expounded in the 
publisher’s blurb. Daniel, the hero, 
is not ‘‘a missionary who cannot hon- 
estly preach or believe in any ecreed.”’ 
He honestly preaches and believes in 
the unimportance of any formal 
ereed—which is itself a creed, if 
rather shadowy, inconclusive, senti- 
mental, inept. He also (or Cornelia 
Spencer) believes that Chinese Com- 
munists are agrarian reformers. But 
even here he cannot make an effica- 
cious act of faith. He does nothing 
about it. 

Still, we rather enjoyed the story. 
The sight of so many good people was 
reassuring. 





Somewhere the Tempest Fell 

Josephine Herbst Seribner, $3.00 
Richard Sullivan in The New York Times: 
«¢. |. Taken word for word, or sentence by 
sentence, this prose exhibits a distinguished 
lucidity. It seems at once both solid and 
pure, when read in short passages. But as 
it proceeds . . . the texture of the prose be- 
comes too complex, and . . . the people and 
the events grow dimmed and secondary. . - 

‘*In a time when so much fiction is un- 
eraftsmanlike gush it is hard not to praise 
such writing as Josephine Herbst’s simply 
because it is so complieatedly honest, and it 
is not at all a pleasant thing to have to de- 
cide, ultimately, that here perhaps the com- 
plexity has got a little in the way of the ad- 
mirable seriousness and depth of the inten- 
tion.’?’ 

AWE 
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ARTS AND POETRY 


Father Lelen on Mister Lucre 


Christ in the Drama : 
Fred Eastman Maemillan, $2.50 


Reviewed by our old and well- 
loved contributor, Rev. J. M. 
Lelen, Ph.D. 


The aim of this book is ta record the 
influence of the Christian religion in 
representative dramas. The author is 
not trying to count the number of 
quotations from Christ; nor cite the 
miracles performed in His Name: nor 
weigh the Christian preachments in 
the mouth of the characters; he does 
not assail the worship of money, 
power, pleasure, prestige; his con- 
cern is with those plays that probe 
into the struggles of the human soul 
—the soul naturally, unconsciously 
Christian. 

He loves the stage, and knows that 
“‘the play is the thing.’’ He stands 
for purity, but is no Puritan. With 
Phelps, he understands ‘‘the warmth 
and color of the bright and cheerful 
Catholie Faith.’’ With Father Hecker 
he guesses that ‘‘the end of Religion 
is joy here no less than hereafter.’’ 
Like you and me he knows that, ‘erea- 
tures of a day, God condemns us to 
happiness on this earth and in 
Heaven, too. 

He arrives at an appraisal of the 
influence of Christ on a drama by an 
examination of three essential fac- 
tors: (1) the principal characters, 
their motivations and reactions; (2) 
the author’s spiritual. insight; and 
(3) the effect of the play as a whole 
upon the audience. 

Dr. Eastman loves the playw:ights, 
but not the producers: in a prelude 
to his study he speaks of a dream— 
not wholly a dream—in which he met 
Aeschylus, Shakespeare, and a ecer- 
tain gentleman frequently »seen- in 
Times Square whose name is Mister 





Congratulations to the Thomas 
More Book Club upon the completion 
of its first year. 

I had at one time or another be- 
longed to various book clubs and had 
been dissatisfied with them all, but 
since last October, I’ve been perfectly 
satisfied with the T.M.B.C. and the 
hours of pleasure and enjoyment from 
the books I have received are ever in- 
creasing. 

—John F. Spring, Jr. 
Jersey City, N. J. 


Luere. Needless to quote the Greek 
and the English dramatists, but here 
are some words from the lips of the 
Executive Secretary of the Associa- 
tion of Theatre Owners Past, Pres- 
ent, and Future: 

‘We are in the business to make 
money for theatre owners. And 
nothing else. Especially no religion. 
Whenever religion gets mixed up 
with drama there’s hel! to pay. We 
lose money. . .”’ 

But Mr. Luere is wrong. The fact 
is that there is a future for the re- 
ligious drama. The scope is huge. The 
chance is unique. The moment is now. 
For the religious drama is fuller of 
life at this moment than ever before. 
It has won the respect of the theatre 
as well as of the Church. There are 
immense possibilities enshrined in the 
use of the stage. The play still is the 
thing. 





WELCOME IRRITANT 


Unpopular Opinions 
Dorothy L. Sayers HB, $3.00 
Reviewed by Dr. John J. O’Con- 
nor, Professor of History, School 
of Foreign Service, Georgetown 
University. 


This collection of 21 essays and ad- 
dresses have already caused, individ- 
ually, a certain amount of annoyance. 
They will continue to do so, as a col- 
lective irritant, because Miss Sayers 
is not only an accomplished detective 
story writer but also an amateur An- 
glican theologian, playwright, femin- 
ist, admirer of Aristotle and, one 
might add, very, very English. 

“fhe first section courts unpopular- 
ity’ by founding itself, however light- 
ly, on theology and not on ‘‘reli- 
gion.’’ The second will offend all who 
are irritated by an examination of 
the English character, all who use 
and enjoy slatternly forms of speech, 
all ‘‘manly men and womenly wom- 
en,’’ and all who prefer wealth to 
work. The third section is a neat 
satire on the Higher Criticism. 

Miss Sayers’ insular observations, 
solemn humor and sound scholarship 
will appeal to intellectuals who may 
never have heard of Lord Peter Wim- 
sey or the unpleasantness at the Bel- 
lona Club. Personally, I would prefer 
to search for the body. 
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Why Not Be a Scholar? 


(with apologies to Rev. Dr. John A. 
O’Brien) 


The Intellectual Life 


A. D. Sertillanges, O.P. (tr. Mary Ryan) 
Mercier-Newman, $3.00 


The social apostolate of the younger 
French Dominicans, culminating jn 
the heroic Mission de Paris, appar. 
ently takes its character of intense 
vigor and realism right from the in. 
tellectual apostolate sparked by that 
redoubtable old Preacher, Pere Ser. 
tillanges. In this work he issues, not 
an invitation, but a veritable ca'l to 
arms to all who would pursue the no. 
ble work of Catholic scholarship. 


With compassionate understanding 
of the obstacles—lack of time, money, 
energy, privacy, recognition, encour. 
agement—that confront most of those 
who essay this vocation, he demon- 
strates by word and copious example 
how the determined disciple of Truth 
may make the most of his cireun. 
stances, that all his efforts may 
‘‘vather to a greatness’’ in the work 
he proposes to do. It is an exciting 
and ennob!ing book, quotable from 
beginning to end, rigidly ordered to 
the end of Truth. 

Its message is especially ponderable 
today, when universal exposure to 
‘*school’’ has resulted in almost uni- 
versal intellectual mediocrity, and 
when even in_ intellectual-apostolie 
circles there is a pronounced tendency 
to evaluate effort and achievement m 
terms of time-and-overtime and mere- 
ly material success. Thus, from the 
climactic chapter, ‘‘The Worker and 
the Man’’: 

‘“We have said that intellectual life 
is heroism: would you want heroism 
to cost nothing? ... What do you de 
sire? Vain glory? Profit? Then you 
are but a pseudo-intellectual. Truth! 
It is eternal. There is no need for 
eternity to be turned to utility. .- 
Truth is revealed little by little; 
those who bring it out of the shadow 
have not the right to ask it to make 
them a halo... 

«It is one of the crimes of ow 
age to have belittled [work] and to 
have substituted for its beauty te 
ugliness of fierce self-seeking. Noble 
souls . .. work in order that their life 
may be pure, upright, and manly, ! 
that of Jesus... And so disappoint 
ments do not stop them. Love does not 
fear disappointments, nor does hop 
nor faith that has really strong 


roots. ..’’ 
—M. E. E. 
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An Irish Rhapsody 


Echoes of the Hunting Horn 
Stanislaus Lynch D-A, $4.00 


Reviewed by J. C. Lehane, C.M., 
DePaul University Irish expert. 
This is primarily a book for those 
interested in fox hunting and horse 
racing in Ireland. The author, who 
isa native of County Dublin, has fol- 
lowed the hounds over the hills and 
valleys of the Irish hunting country 
for many years and knows well 
whereof he writes. To him fox hunt- 
ing is a serious matter with its own 
ritual, traditions and courtesies. As 
he says of those who have chased the 

fox in the proper manner: 

As they turn their horses’ heads 

for home they have the thrilling 

satisfaction of knowing that they 
have ridden a good hunt well. 

Truly an ideal worthy of attain- 

ment. Few of the world’s joys can 

equal it. 

Mr. Lynch has also ridden his own 
horse at the races and can vividly de- 
seribe the thrills that come to the 
rider when his mount successfully 
clears the difficult obstacles on the 
famous Irish race courses. In fact he 
ean relate these experiences with 
enough zest and enthusiasm to stir 
even the reader who has no inclina- 
tion for such strenuous pastimes. 

Besides being a sportsman, he is 
somewhat of a nature lover with a 
keen eye and ear for the sights and 
sounds of the Irish countryside at a 
time when few writers or artists see 
it—for instance in the chill of a win- 
ter dawn. He is a'so a patriot. His 
love for his native land shines 
through such chapters as ‘‘Galway 
and Its Races,’’ ‘‘With the Fox- 
Cubs at Dusk,’’ and ‘‘The Knowl- 
edgeable Man.’’ 

Echoes of the Hunting Horn is pre- 
sented in a most artistic format with 
its high-quality paper, beautiful 
binding, and spirited illustrations by 
Olive Whitmore. 


a 





THE MORNING of 
the FAITH 


Art in the Early Church 
Walter Lowrie Pantheon, $6.50 


Some 50 years ago, Walter Lowrie, 
distinguished Protestant theo'ogian 
probably best known for his Kierke- 
gaard apostolate, produced a work 
called Christian Art and Archaeology, 
Which under that and its later title, 
Monuments of the Early Church, was 
&standard handbook for several dec- 
ades. Now, at the age of 80, Dr. 


Rules for 1948 Short Story 
Contest conducted by the 
Catholic Press Ass’n 


The 1948 CPA short story contest, 
with prizes totaling $1,000, will close 
March 31, 1948, and winners will be 
announced May 21, states Rev. B. L. 
Barnes, chairman. Maximum manu- 
seript length has been increased to 
10,000 words. Grand prizes are $600, 
$250, and $150. Rules are as follows: 


1. The contest is open to all Catho- 
lie writers. Authors are limited to 
three manuscripts. 

2. Stories may deal with any 
theme so long as, in their general 
tenor and treatment, they do not im- 
pugn basic Catholic concepts. Reli- 
gious themes may be employed but 
will not receive privileged considera- 
tion. 

3. All manuscripts must be submit- 
ted to Contest Chairman, Catholic 
Press Association, Box 389, Daven- 
port, Iowa. 

4. All entries must be postmarked 
not later than midnight of March 31, 
1948. 

5. Publication rights of the prize- 
winning stories are retained by the 
authors. The stories may be neither 
sold nor published prior to the an- 
nouncement of the prize winners. 

6. All manuscripts must be in the 
English language, typewritten, dou- 
ble-spaced, on sheets 814 x 11 inches. 
The name and address of each en- 
trant must appear in the upper left 
hand corner of the manuscript. 

7. No manuscript will be returned 
unless it is accompanied by a self- 
addressed envelope of adequate size 
and with sufficient postage for its re- 
turn. 

8. The Committee reserves the right 
to withhold its prizes if the quality of 
the submitted manuscripts is below 
sound literary standards. 





Lowrie comes up with a new formu- 
lation of his archaeological theories, 
which he unfolds via a witty, lumin- 
ous text and about 500 excellent illus- 
trations. 


Though he says he was ‘‘predes- 
tined to be an Episcopalian, pre- 
destined not to be a St. Francis, and 
predestined not to be an archaeolo- 
gist,’’ Catholic scholars, architects, 
art students, and clergy should not 
overlook this beautiful book—which, 
by the way, is dedicated to Msgr. 
Joseph Wilpert, his Virgilian guide 
through the accretion of research in 
that field. 





For a True Irish Idiom 


The Course of Irish Verse 
Robert Farren 8S & W, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. Louis F. 
Doyle, S.J., St. Lowis University. 


The purpose of this short work is to 
trace the influence of the Gaelic verse 
tradition on Irish poets who wrote in 
English. Mr. Farren is both a poet 
and a Gaelie scholar. 


He finds few signs of Gaelicism 
before James Clarence Mangan, some 
of whose poems are free adaptations 
of translations from Gaelic originals. 
Thomas Moore’s scanty knowledge of 
the tradition kept him almost wholly 
in the English lyrical line. But with 
the movement for the recovery of the 
language in the latter part of the 
19th C., especially the study classes 
of the Sinn Fein movement, there 
was increasingly conscious and de- 
liberate use of Gaelic forms and de- 
vices in verse as well as a change in 
theme and tone. 


The influence of Douglas Hyde, 
George Russell (AE), William But- 
ler Yeats, and the playwright J. M. 
Synge is given special treatment. The 
future is bright, he thinks, for lyri- 
cism in the Gaelic mode in the Eng- 
lish language, provided the writers 
remember their mission is to transmit 
Irish life and landscape as it is and 
not to succumb to the temptation of 
imitating the Eliots and the Audens. 


The style is stimulating and con- 
versational for the most part, but 
here and there, though not frequent- 
ly, a sentence must be read a second 
time for clear sense. An instance 
from p. 122: ‘‘I do not know; and 
certainly those do not know who find 
no problem to solve, those to whom 
the poet’s one patriotic function is 
to metrify opinion, and who, even 
after he does that, shout him to the 
tail of the procession, in the rear of 
the least-effectual ‘man of action.’ ”’ 





Therefore Choose Life 

Edith Lovejoy Pierce Harper, $1.75 
The majority of the 74 short poems 
in Therefore Choose Life are con- 
cerned with the human spirit—fre- 
quently, in its challenge to modern 
materialism. Conciseness of expres- 
sion sometimes corresponds with com- 
pellingly integrated thought; but, in 
a large number of cases, neatness of 
technique is allowed to substitute for 
the inevitable poetic relation. 

—Mary Louise Hector 
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Poet for Everyone 


Collected Poems 
Alfred Noyes Lippincott, $5.00 
Reviewed by Eva J. Ross, Ph.D., 
Trinity College, Washington. 
Here is a welcome volume for the 
lover of poetry; doubly we'come to 
the Catholic, since the author is of 
the Faith. All the best of Noyes is 
collected in this volume: the author 
did the collecting himself, and has 
even revised part of the famous poem 
‘*Drake’’ for his present readers. 
The collection contains a veritable 
feast of art and interest for every 
type of person. There is ‘‘The High- 
wayman,’’ ‘‘Dick Turpin’s Ride,’’ 
**Peter Quince’’ and others for the 
young in years and spirit. ‘‘ Junipero 
Finds a Lodging for the Night’’ will 
please the religious. The long history 
of ‘‘Drake’’; and ‘‘The Torchbear- 
ers,’’ the history of science through 
the ages, are there for the historian, 
the scientist, the philosopher. The 
middle-aged will want to read out 
loud again his ‘‘Barrel-Organ,’’ to 
recapture with nostalgia the street 
sounds of old. The sentimental will 
find ‘‘The Conduetor,’’ the ‘‘Spring 
Hat,’’ ‘‘The Wooing of Dorothy 
Perkins’’ and many others to their 
taste. The poet wi!l marvel at the ex- 
periments with various verse-types. 
This is a monument to his industry 
and gifts: a wonderful array of lyric 
music, imagery, and romantic story. 
It is a pity that the publishers could 
not devise a method of separating the 
various kinds of offerings, and espe- 
cially of leading the uninitiated to 
realize when the long narrative poems 
begin, and end, and are divided. The 
only criticism of the book is, indeed, 
the page divisions; for the binding, 
type, and paper, and above all the 
very high quality of Noyes’s verse 
make it a fine addition to the library 
of anyone who appreciates the arts 
and what England’s greatest living 
lyrical poet has to offer. 





DEFINITIONS NOT FOUND 
IN WEBSTER 


Anthologist, n—A person who uses 
scissors and taste. 
—Philip Van Doren Stern 


The hardest tumble a man can 
make is to fall over his own bluff. 
—Ambrose Bierce 


‘*Blurb’’ .. . was coined by Gellett 
Burgess some thirty years ago, who 
defined it thus: ‘‘to. make a sound 
like a publisher.’’ 


Conventionaltty 


Those who have read Prince of Dark- 
ness and Other Stories by J. F. Pow- 
ers will be interested in the comment 
of Francis X. Duggan, editor of The 
Juggler (Notre Dame). Speaking of 
the story ‘‘Lions, Harts, Leaping 
Does,’’ he says: 

‘‘Mr. Powers’s treatment of the 
monks in this story ‘is quite conven- 
tional, and, I think, rather shallow. 
Conventionality in itself is not neces- 
sarily a fault, although it is opposed 
to originality, but when the conven- 
tional representation is wrong, things 
that adhere to that representation are 
also in error. And so it is with Father 
Didymus and Titus: they are two- 
dimensional creatures, possessed of 
little personality of their own. The 


ON CREATIVE-WRITING 
COURSE 


The suggestion is sometimes heard 
that the reason we have so few good 
Catholic writers is that our colleges 
have fallen down on their job of turn- 
ing out writers. To this the answer is 
simple: our colleges have not fallen 
down on their job—at any rate in this 
respect—because the turning out of 
writers is not their job at all. The 
real failure of our colleges is that 
they do not get people to read, and 
that those who do read usually read 
without being given any sense of di- 
rection and therefore without discov- 
ering any standard of taste. A few 
good old-fashioned courses in rhetoric 
and poetics would do a world of good. 
If anybody tells me that such courses 
are given, I reply in advance: yes, I 
know about that; and how all the stu- 
dent learns is that poetry is a noble 
emotion. But, poor as the actual 
courses may be, they are at least to 
be preferred to those in what is called 
creative writing. Fortunately, their 
effect is usually nil, but to the extent 
that they have any success, they only 
turn out young men and women who 
have nothing in particular to say and 
who therefore quickly exhaust their 
minuscule vein. Some, however, keep 
on trying, which is a pity for every- 
body concerned, for there is no more 
unhappy person than the would-be 
writer, and of all the would-be writers 
no specimen is more absurd than the 
would-be poet. 

—from ‘‘Can the Writing of 
Poetry Be Taught?’’, by Theo- 
dore Maynard, reprinted in 
Return to Poetry (McMullen, 


$3.50). 





vs. Ori ginaltty 


eover blurb for Prince of Darkness 
and Other Stories states that Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher, in judging ‘Lions, 
Harts, Leaping Does,’ found it pos- 
sessed of ‘the added quality of un- 
hurried, rounded spaciousness which 
gives it depth and charm, note- 
worthy in these days of slightly 
breathless writing.’ There is a certain 
charm to the mood Mr. Powers estéb- 
lishes in his story, but the mood does 
not make up for the weakness of the 
characters: they are unconvincing, 
unreal, . .’’ 


Regarding some of the other stories, 
this editor says, ‘‘Mr. Powers ... 
fails to show the real depth and com- 
plexity of the morality of social 
problems because he cannot refrain 
from imposing his personal views onto 
his stories. And that imposition is 
poorly disguised.’’ 

‘¢ |. oceasional remarks rather di- 
rectly infused by the author, create 
an impression not simply of fiction, 
but of fiction tinged with crusade.”’ 

In ‘‘The Old Bird, a Love Story”: 
‘‘The same fault of the author’s in- 
trusion exists. . .’’ 


*¢ |. Mr. Powers’s fiction is fiction 
with a purpose .. that is obvious: it 
is fiction for reform. The fault is not, 
in the purpose—reform—but in the 
obviousness. It is a shame, too, that he 
did not make more of his stories. . .” 


It’s the Monotony ... 


And from a communication from 
Mrs. Joseph F. Lamb in the Sign: 

‘¢ |. His work is of a fine and sharp 
nature, like an etching. Nevertheless, 
as Catholies, we cannot think of any 
literature which is written about any 
group almost exclusively without ex- 
pecting the writing to be a true reflec. 
tion of that group. . . It was the mo- 
notony of Mr. Powers’s concept of the 
priesthood to which I objected. We of 
the faith . . . think of them as men of 
such high calling that their vocation 
would give them most of the time 
that inner light, that sense of the dig- 
nity of their priesthood which would 
sustain them in moments of sadness 
and disillusion. We are not so stupid 
that we think of them as walking 
around on clouds or conferring with 
the angels all the time; neither do we 
relish having them depicted as being 
covered with a dull gray patina as 
if they were in some mundane occu- 
pation such as insurance agent or @ 
used-car salesman, as most of Mr. P.' 
clerics were. ..”” 








on 


ot; 
he 
he 


”? 


om 


rp 
SS, 
ny 
ny 
ex- 
ec- 
no- 
the 
of 
of 
jon 
ime 
lig- 
uld 
1e88 
pid 
‘ing 
vith 
, we 
ning 
, as 
ecu- 
yr a 
P.’s 





February, 1948 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 








Hero-Worshiper 


Journey Within 

Romain Rolland Phil. Lib., $3.00 

Reviewed by Rosemary Mc- 

Cormick. 

Peering through fantastic dream 
mists Romain Rolland cites impres- 
sions and influences that combined 
to develop his intensely idealistic 
humanism. His introspective and 
imaginative mind early evolved a 
pantheistic cult—a glorified deifica- 
tion of man in nature. Proudly indi- 
vidualistic, at 16, by what he calls his 
“most religious act’’ he formally re- 
nounced Catholicism. 

Educated in an atmosphere of anti- 
clericalism, his father a non-believer, 
his mother’s faith tainted, as he says, 
with pessimistic overtones of Jansen- 
ism, it is not surprising that Rolland 
so clearly lacked any but a superfi- 
cial understanding of Christian teach- 
ing. An early tendency to adulate 
family heroes later became more unl- 
versal in scope. Contact with the 
work and thought of Tolstoy, Beet- 
hoven, Malwida Von Meysenbug, 
touched upon here, Ghandi, and other 
humanitarians exercised a profound 
influence upon Rolland—he found in 
them the ultimate in human perfec- 
tion. : 

While Rolland was an indefatig- 
able writer, his influence upon letters 
was negligible compared to the affect 
of his works in forming political 
opinions. This man who wrote else- 
where that he had ‘‘never ceased to 
be a ‘fellow traveller’ with the Soviet 
Republic and to fight by its side,”’ 
found in the Communistic concept 
the nearest approach to his ideal. He 
made it his lifetime task to glorify 
the ‘‘greatness’’ and ‘‘historie neces- 
sity’? of the Russian Revolution. For 
the Catholic Journey Within is a 
journey into a lost land of nowhere, 
asad land of might-have-been. Not 
recommended for general reading. 





The Technique of the Novel 

Thomas H. Uzzell Lippincott, $3.00 
“Life is long, art is short’’ is the author’s 
version of the hoary epigram, and it is cen- 
tral to his skilful, detailed handling of pre- 
tise technical problems encountered in long 
narrative. Mr. Uzzell happily sets aside the 
commercialized standards of fiction-making 
of his earlier book, Narrative Technique, 
but it is unfortunate that such technical 
knowingness should be embedded in a false 
view of life which fiction is called on to 
portray. Mr. Uzzell leans upon John Dewey 
for his psychology, glorifies biology, and 


defines spiritual and mental states as 
“basically physical.’’ 
4A—DM 

—Riley Hughes 





ARTS AND POETRY 
American Memoir 

Henry Seidel Canby 
Paul Dinkins in The Catholic World: ‘‘... 
more directly the history of a magazine— 
the Saturday Review of Literature ...a 
social and cultural history of an era—from 
the eighteen-nineties to the present—as per- 
sonal experience... 

‘*Naturally it is only a fragment of 
American experience, but . . . a very sig- 
nificant fragment. Mr. Canby interprets and 
comments as he relates, very modestly and 
quietly and with great good sense... 

‘Though it is not his fault that American 
culture is now so largely mass-produced, he 
is—via his Book-of-the-Month Club—one of 
the powerful technicians of this mass pro- 
duction. It is fortunate for us all that he is, 
as American Memoir demonstrates, a man of 
wisdom and integrity.’’ 

A—SAT 
Boccaccio 

Francis MacManus S & W, $3.50 
Gerald G. Walsh in America: ‘‘. . . a gor- 
geous tapestry of biography and criticism, 
bright with color and clear in design. . . 
sins are very much in evidence in Mr. Mac- 
Manus’ narrative . . . treated with a com- 
pleteness and complacency that may trouble 
tender consciences and may worry a moral 
theologian. It is at least curious that, while 
the peccadillo of pedantry is more than once 
lashed by Mr. MacManus’ scorn, lust is han- 
dled lightly and as a matter for merry 
laughter. 

‘*The scorn for the scholars would have 
come with more grace if the book were not 
teeming with unscholarly blunders. . .’’ 

AWR 


FOR CATHOLIC LIBRARIANS 
Catholic Library Practice 
ed. Brother David Martin, C.S.C. 

Portland Press, $2.75 
Brother A. Thomas, F.S.C.,* in The Catholic 
Library World: ‘‘. .. Brother David’s book 
will take its place next to Father Kane’s 
Catholic Library Problems published in 1939, 
a thoughtful, often bitter appraisal of Cath- 
olics in the national library scheme . .. The 
new focusing of attention on continuing and 
new Catholic problems . . . should result in 
a more intelligent evaluation of our prob- 
lems and our contradictions . . . The library 
profession owes a debt of gratitude to 
Brother David, director of Rosary College 
Extension at the University of Portland, for 
his initiative in gathering the interesting 
papers on Catholic library practice he has 
assembled in this book ...’’ 

*President of the 
A—F Catholic Library Association. 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
A Catholic Reader 

ed. Charles A. Brady D&S, $3.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*... an anthology with a flavor all 
its own. Mr. Brady, the editor, will one day, 
perhaps very soon, be a leading figure in 
Catholic letters. He is a young man steeped 
in literature, familiar with a surprising 
amount of it, a connoisseur of: discriminat- 
ing taste, a keen and scholarly critic, and a 
writer of parts, 

‘*In this collection . . . Mr. Brady, has 
sought to gather expressions of the joy of 
Catholicism, a most praiseworthy aim. He 
has succeeded in triumphant and delightful 
fashion ...’’ 

Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . this col- 
lection of prose and verse contains some- 
thing for almost every taste ...’’ 

A—HS—REC 
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Instrument of Truth 
ot Paradox in Chesterton 
Hugh Kenner S&W, $2.00 


Reviewed by John J. Conron. 
Our age is a superficial one. Chester- 
ton, however, was in a true sense a 
radical ; he was not satisfied with ap- 
pearances, but his mind ever sought 
to go to the roots of things. This book 
is written to justify paradox as Ches- 


terton used it, as a means to truth 
and art. 


The author is determined to prove 
that the heart of Chesterton’s think- 
ing and writing is his perception and 
use of paradox. What appears to be 
superficial playing, even light humor, 
is really an intense plumbing of the 
mysterious roots of being and lan- 
guage. Chesterton is generally para- 
doxical because he sees more than 
other men. 


This book is no more light reading 
than is much of Chesterton light 
reading, but lovers of Chesterton will 
welcome this fine analysis. There is a 
challenging introduction by Marshall 
MacLuhan, author’s colleague on the 
faculty of Assumption College, Wind- 
sor, Ont. 





Cervantes 

Aubrey F. G. Bell Oklahoma, $3.00 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . 1947 
marks the fourth centenary of the birth of 
the creator of the immortal Don Quixote, 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra .. . Cervantes 
is a fitting memorial to a great occasion; its 
= is both broad and deep .. .’’ 
Collected Poems 

Sister M. Madeleva Mae, $2.75 
The Sign: ‘‘G. K. Chesterton once made the 
statement that Sister Madeleva’s poetry is 
the only poetry of a modern woman that had 
the power to stir him within, that it had the 
fire and spirit of a real poetic nature and 
inspiration . . .’’ 
Katherine Bregy in The Catholic World: 
“*, . . a harvesting of almost two hundred 
poems, covering virtually her life’s work .. . 
Sister Madeleva does not wonder. She knows. 
Or rather, knowing its Maker she finds all 
life infused with fresh wonder . . . the work 
of this inspired Holy Cross nun has set a 
new standard for the poetry of our religious 
men and women ... she is an original and 
accomplished artist ...’’ 

A—HS—F 


The Correspondence of 
Sir Thomas More 

Dr. Elizabeth Frances Rogers 

Princeton, $7.50 

Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘All of the 
saint’s letters (except. those to Erasmus) 
are reproduced in these pages, either in the 
Latin, as the bulk of them are, or in Eliza- 
bethan English . . . will be richly rewarding 
to the Latinist or special student of 
More ...’? 

A—E (WR)—REVD (p. 47) 
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Existentialism 

Jean-Paul Sartre (tr. with intro., 

Bernard Frechtman) Phil. Lib., $2.75 

Dominicana: ‘*, . . Existentialism, in deny- 
ing the existence of God and any supernatu- 
ral order, in refusing to recognize the fact 
of Original Sin and its consequences, and 
in rejecting an objective moral law, is a 
svstem of thought obnoxious to the Catholic 
Faith ...’? 

A—MSO 


A Gallery of Bible Stories 

arr. Lydia & Warren Chappell 

Scheer & Jervice, $5.00 

Handsome piece of bookmaking, with sepia 
reproductions of great paintings on Biblical 
subjects—in fact, an impressive start for a 
new publisher, but unavailable to Catholics 
by reason of King James texts. 

AWR 


Historic Midwest Houses 

John Drury U. Minn., $5.00 
Fascinating stories and pictures of midwest- 
ern dwellings remarkable for antiquity, his- 
tory, beauty, or expression of architectural 
fashions. Collections like this are usually 
disappointing, as they never include our own 
candidates for celebrity; but that subjective 
grievance in no way minimizes the value 
and charm of the book as is. 

A—F 
The Hooded Hawk 

D. B. Wyndham Lewis LG, $4.00 
Wilfrid Ley in the Catholic Herald, Lon- 
don: ‘‘. .. a convincing revaluation of the 
man whom Macaulay called ‘servile and im- 
pertinent, shallow and pedantic, a bigot and 
a sot, bloated with family pride, a tale- 
bearer, an eavesdropper, a common butt in 
the taverns of London’... In fine, we have 
a very different Boswell here from the Bos- 
well as we imagine him. But Mr. Wyndham 
Lewis has precisely that faculty of vision 

. to see his man whole. Add to that... 

scholarship and wit and a Bellocian gusto 
and you gét a book that is not only a monu- 
ment of research but brilliant entertain- 
ment.’’ Z 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . a biog- 
raphy of the immortal biographer of Dr. 
Johnson .. . a book of unalloyed brilliance 
... full of great scenes... .’’ 
America: ‘*. . . study of James Boswell 
continues the high standard established . . - 
in his earlier literary biographies, Francois 
Villon and Ronsard ... To read such a vol- 
vme is a rarely pleasurable experience . . .’’ 

A—E 
I Sing of a Maiden 

Sister Therese Mae, $4.50 
Francis X. Connolly in The Mirror, Spring- 
field: ‘‘. . . quite literally hundreds of great 
poems and countless subjects of meditation 
. . . an anthology which is recommended 
both for its poetic and its religious value.’’ 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 162) 


The James Family 

F. O. Matthiessen Knopf, $6.75 
John Pick in The Catholic World: ‘‘... 
probably the most significant study of The 
James Family ... a group biography cen- 
tering its interest on Henry James, Sr., and 
his three most distinguished children: 
Henry, Jr., the novelist; William, the psy- 
chologist ; and the less well known Alice... 

«4... after surveying the father’s ideas 
and: his children’s reaction to them, after 
listening to the family’s discussions of re- 
ligiony and philosophy and literature and 
polities and society, we may feel that we 
have gained a fairly full index to Ameri- 





Toward a Christian Aesthetic 


(Note: Author of the following is an 
Anglican apologete, not a Catholic, 
and she appears to be unaware of the 
growing corpus of Thomistic aesthe- 
tic; but her sincerity, her logic, and 


the fundamental truth of her plea, 


entitle her toa hearing —Ed.) 

It has become a commonplace to 
say that the Arts are in a bad way. 
We are in fact largely given over to 
the entertainers and the spell-binders ; 
and because we do not understand 
that these two functions do not repre- 
sent the true nature of Art, the true 
artists are, as it were, excommuni- 
cate, and have no audience. But there 
is here not, I think, so much a relapse 
from a Christian aesthetic as a failure 
ever to find and examine a real Chris- 
tian aesthetic, based on dogma and 
not on ethics. This may not be a bad 
thing. We have at least a new line of 
country to explore, that has not been 
trampled on and built over and 
fought over by countless generations 
of quarrelsome critics. What we have 
to start from is the Trinitarian doc- 
trine of creative mind, and the light 
which that doctrine throws on the 
true nature of images. 

The great thing, I am sure, is not 
to be nervous about God—not to try 
and shut out the Lord Immanuel from 
any sphere of truth. Art is not He— 
we must not substitute Art for God; 
yet this also is He, for it is one of His 
Images and he therefore reveals His 
nature. Here we see in a mirror 
darkly—we behold only the images; 
elsewhere we shall see face to face, in 
the place where Image and Reality 
are one. 

—Dorothy L. Sayers: Unpopular 
Opinions (HB, $3, p. 46 f.) 





can intellectual history from the time of 
Emerson to that of the First World War... 

‘*. . . William James avd Henry James 
have been among the most significant con- 
tributors to American thought and letters 
. +. a distinguished biography of a distin- 
guished family.’’ 
The Last of the Provinc-als 

Mazwell Geismar H M, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . study of the American 
Novel from 1915 to 1925... five literary 
celebrities . . . Mencken, Sinclair Lewis, 
Willa Cather, Sherwood Anderson, and F. 
Scott Fitzgerald ... As a review of the 
works of the men... valuable. But as an 
analysis of the conflicts within the writers 
themselves . . . too elusive to be especially 
enlightening ...’’ 

AWR 


The Letters of J. M. Barrie 

ed. Viola Meynell Scribner, $3.50 
Bertrand L. Conway in The Catholic World: 
‘¢. . . Barrie counted among his friends 
seores of the outstanding writers, actors, 





February, 1948 








KN 


critics and statesmen of his day, and his 
charming, if characteristically reticent, let- 
ters to them discuss books, plays, Politics, 
ideas and current events with critical insight 
. never ...a harsh word .. . lavish of 
praise on all oceasions . . . Ilis letters of 
— are little masterpieces .. .’’ 


Paradox in Chesterton 

Hugh Kenner S & W, $2.00 
John W. Simons, M.A.: ‘*. .. The book... 
is a capsule of TNT, and if it receives the 
attention it ought to receive, it will make 
respectable Chestertonians exceedingly an- 
re 

‘e) . . not that Mr. Kenner fails to ad- 
mire Chesterton. He does admire him, but 
he believes that most others admire him for 
the wrong reasons. It is his ambition to 
rescue Chesterton from literature and to de 
liver him to philosophy .. .’’ 

A—F 


Peguy 

Daniel Halevy L G, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . a splendid biography... 
Halevy ... was close to Peguy in his life- 
time . . . He was a socialist. Superficially, 
he seemed a Marxist ... If his socialism 
was ... unorthodox, so also was his Cathol- 
icism . . . Still, shortly before his death in 
battle during World War I, he did attend 
Mass with great joy and satisfaction ... 
we heartily welcome Daniel Halevy’s ani- 
mated account ...’’ 

A—SAT—REV (p. 166) 


Poets and Pundits 

Huah l’Anson Fausset Yale, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . if these essays are 
for the most part rewarding appraisals of 
literature, they also tend to reveal some fatal 
flaws of contemporary critical practice... 
The best one may expect of (some of) these 
essays is superficial summary or, worse still, 
the display of the reviewer’s personal phi- 
losophy. Mr. Fausset is aware of the tempta- 
tion to exploit a book, in the manner of 
frustrated creative writers, as a means of 
self-display ...’’ 

AWR 


Portrait of Edith Wharton 

Percy Lubbock A-C, $3.00 
Dominicana: ‘‘, . . The style is florid and 
the encomiums . . . have the faintest sug- 
gestion of something close to idolatry... 
Of interest to the Catholic reader is Mr. 
Lubbock’s account of Edith Wharton’s flir- 
tation with the Church. The brief account 
of the silent apostolate of two of Mrs 
Wharton’s maid servants should give food 
for thought to the Catholic laywoman, No 
matter what society she finds herself in, the 
Catholic woman . . . ean always be an it 
strument in God’s hands...’’ 

A—SAT 





“THE TABLET” 
INCREASES RATE 

The Tablet, Brooklyn, one of the most 
widely circulated and valuable Cath- 
olic newspapers, has for 39 years been 
selling at 5 cents a copy. Reluctantly, 
the publishers have had to increase 
the price to 10 cents per copy—‘‘cost 
of production and circulation having 
risen more than 300 per cent.’’ 

The annual subscription rate has 
been increased from $2.50 to $3.50. 
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The Questing Spirit 

ed. Luccock ¢& Brentano C-McC, $5.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . subtitled, ‘ Religion 
jn the Literature of Our Times.’ From au- 
thors, clergymen, scientists, and publicists, 
the editors have made a selection of 400 
stories, poems, plays and so-called affirma- 
tions... 


‘‘Mechanically . . . admirable ... As far 

as content is concerned, the Catholic reader 
will find it hard to wax enthusiastic ... 
The religious anolovist may find it useful 
ag a source book of other men’s thoughts 
and aberrations .. .’’ 
Dominicana: ‘*, . . editors . . . believe that 
this assortment of capsules from modern 
literature manifests an inereasing hunger 
for the things of the spirit . . . immediately 
obvious to any thinking Catholic that such 
a thesis (of wide tolerance) superimposed 
on the anthology .. . is absolutely unten- 
able...’ 

A—DM 


The Reading of Books 

Holbrook Jac? son Scribner, $3 00 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . a book on the 
reading of books should instruct and de- 
light . . . This one more frequently exas- 
perates ... It vexes me...’’ 

AWR 


The Snob and the Saint 
ed. Sr. Frances Teresa, S.S.J. 

Mosher, $2.00 
Thirty-nine selections, called essays, 30 of 
which are quoted from America, three from 
The Torch, two from Magnificat, some 
condensed—evidently intended for middle 
teens, 
A—HS—SAT 


Some Observations on the 
Art of Narrative 

Phyllis Bentley Macmillan, $1.50 
“The reader,’’? says Miss Bentley, ‘‘is di- 
vided from the imaginary world of the novel 
by a high wall over which he cannot see. 
On the top of the wall is perched the novel- 
ist. He looks down into the world of his 
imagination and then turns to the reader 
and tells him what is going on there.’’ In 
50 pages of fine, civilized writing Miss 
Bentley, a novelist of long experience, dis- 
tinguishes the contributions of scene and 
summary to the narrative art and shows how 
they, together, form the technique of the 
novel. Invaluable for every writer and for 
every reader too, who wishes to approach 
his reading critically and with some appre- 
tiation for form as well as content. 

—Riley Hughes 

A—REC 


So Worthy a Friend 

Charles Norman Rinehart, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . popular biography .. . 
presents Shakespcare in a guise that is not 
% new as it is Normanesque . .. With so 
few proven facts about Shakespeare’s life, 
he was obliged to fill in aplenty . . . con- 
tradicts the accepted thesis that Shake- 
speare’s genius is ‘for all time,’ as even 

eran, believed. ’’ 


A Southern Vanguard 
ed. Allen Tate P H, $4.50 
Commonweal: ‘*. . . anthology .. . 
‘says, stories, and poems submitted in the 
tontest to honor the memory of John Peale 
op, a West Virginian who became editor 
of Vanity Fair and was later Consultant in 
parative Literature at the Library of 


eee 














Pavane for a Dead Princess 


Madame Elisabeth of France 
Yvonne de la Vergne Herder, $4.00 
Reviewed by J. M. Lelen, Ph.D. 


Princess Elizabeth de France was a 
sister of Louis XVI, who was be- 
headed in 1793. She herself was exe- 
cuted a year after. Both were vic- 
tims of the French Revolution. 


It so happens that I read the pres- 
ent volume just after having gone 
through James Anthony Froude’s 
History of England. Never shall I for- 
get the page where is pen-lined the 
death, the martyrdom, of Mary 
Stuart, Mary Queen of Scots. By foes 
and by friends it is looked upon as 
‘“‘the finest piece of description in 
English.’’ Perusing it, you become a 
spectator of one of the greatest crimes 
committed by Queen Elizabeth. In 
that sort of writing, ‘‘the English 
language seems to lie in state,’’ said 
George Moore. But, if you excuse the 
pun, I must say that it is made to lie 
for Elizabeth, for it is built on false- 
hood. Thanks be to the lovers of 
truth, Mary Stuart is now coming to 
her own. We revere and love her with 
the same intensity as we abominate 
Anne Boleyn’s daughter. 


Something of the same sensation is 
felt in reading the Life of Elisabeth 
de France, who in many respects re- 
sembles Mary Stuart. Brilliant is the 
tale but true truth in every respect. 
Unlike Froude Miss de la Vergne 
scrupulously sticks to facts and 
avoids all fancies. And again you are 
not on'y reading, you are attending 
the life of the French Princess, when 
she was a child, an adolescent, a vic- 
tim of the Terror, a prey to the Mad- 
ness that dwelt in the hearts of men 
during the Red Days of the French 
Revolution. The infamous plot, 
hatched in secrecy to contrive her 
condenmnation to death, constitutes 
one of the most satanic plans ever 
dreamed of. For a long time the 
revolutionists mentioned Elisabeth 





‘*To the extent that the volume consists 
in southern introspection, the temper is 
calmer and more detached than has been 
common .. .?? 

A—SAT 
The Trollope Reader 

Esther C. Dunn §& Marion E. Dodd 

Oxford, $3.75 
Elizabeth Johnson in The Commonweal: 
«*. , . the essence of Trollope with a dis- 
cerning and definitive eye ... All angles 
. .- ineluded .. . Seldom have I encountered 
an anthology so well-chosen .. .’’ 


only to insult her, with libels and 
abominable accusations. But vexations 
and persecutions always were fruit- 
less. 


In conjunction with Simon and his 
wife, they conceived a new scheme, 
similar to the one concocted against 
Marie Antoinette. The little King, 
under the influence of liquor, made 
to the jailer, who plied him with 
questions, accusations against his 
aunt, saying that she had plotted 
with some of the agents and kept up 
a correspondence with foreigners. 
There is nothing more tragic than 
this trafficking in the innocence, the 
weakness, the credulity of a child, 
who, forced to swallow strong drink, 
threatened with punishment if he 
should rebel, gave false witness 
against his father’s memory, was 
made an accessory to the death of his 
mother, and helped to send to the 
same scaffold his heroic and saintly 
aunt. 


Elisabeth mounted the scaffold 
with firm step. When the moment 
came to bind her to the guillotine, 
Demarest, the executioner, made a 
gesture to remove her shawl. ‘‘In the 
name of your mother, Sir, cover my 
shoulders,’’ begged the angelie vic- 
tim. These were the last words uttered 
by the sister of Louis XVI. 


Forty-nine years ago, on the very 
day of his ordination to the pricst- 
hood, in the Cathedral of Paris, this 
old scribe of yours was privileged to 
handle the manuscript of a prayer 
written by Elisabeth de France a few 
days before her death. I hereby trans- 
late and transcribe it for in these lat- 
ter days I know of no words more 
timely, timeless though they are: 


‘*What will happen to me this day, 
O my God? I know not. The only 
thing I know is that nothing will 
happen to me that has not been fore- 
seen, directed and ordered by Thee 
from all eternity. This I know, and it 
is enough for me. O God, I adore 
Thy eternal, unsearchable designs and 
plans, and submit to them with my 
whole heart out of love for Thee. I 
will accept them all. I offer them ail 
as a sacrifice and unite them to the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, my Savior. 
This only do I ask in His Name and 
through His infinite Merits; -thut I 
may be patient in all my trials and 
perfectly resigned to all that He may 
wish or allow on my behalf.’’ 









BOOKS ON TRIAL 





me 





February, 1948 


REVIEW EXCERPTS ® COMMENTS ® RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently pub ished. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


bers of our own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Across the Wide Missouri 

Bernard DeVoto H M. $10.00 
America: ‘‘. .. brilliant combination of 
eareful research and fascinating composi- 
tion is a study of the transformation of the 
Far West in the years between 1832 and 
1836... The central theme . .. storv of the 
Rocky Mountain fur trade .. . vividly real- 
istic accounts of the mountain men... 

**This book comes close to being as much 
a study of the Indians of the Northwest as 
it is of the fur trade . . . eighty-one con- 
temporary illustrations, nineteen ... in full 
color ... a valuable historical record. . .’’ 

A—F 


Admiral Halsey’s Story 

W. F. Halsey § J. Bryan, ITT 

Whittlesey, $4.00 

Joseph McSorley in The Catholic World: 
‘*., . The value ... is that which attaches 
to the personal reminiscences of a man who 
was deeply involved in many of the most 
important and complicated naval operations 
known to history. . .’’ 

A—F 


Adventures with a Texas Naturalist 
Roy Bedichek Doubleday, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. .. the record of his 
lifetime of nature-watching and nature- 
thinking ...a wise and friendly’ and 
thoughtful book ... plenty of fun i it...’’ 


The American Experience 

Henry Bamford Parl es Knopf, $3.50 
America: ‘‘, . . a convincing interpretation 
of American history ... an interesting and 
effective synthesis of the investigations of 
others . . . contrasting beliefs and expecta- 
tions that appeared during the formation of 
the United States . . . Catholic readers will 
take issue with several sweeping generaliza- 
tions about the Church . . . will undoubtedly 
agree with the main thesis. . .’’ 

AWR 


The American Iliad 
Otto Eisenschiml § Ralph Newman 

Bobbs, $5.00 
America: ‘‘,.-. ‘The Epic Story of tle Civil 
War as Narrated by Eyewitnesses and Con- 
temporaries’ ... at times a bit confusing 
and irritating .. . at once too inclusive and 
not inclusive enough. It claims to be a mili- 
taary history of the war and does deal only 
with the battles and campaigns. . 

*¢. .. there is much of value and interest 
in the work . . . much incidental and detuiled 
information . . . not readily available else- 
where. ’’ 

AWR 


America’s Destiny 

Herman Finer Mae, $5.00 
The Sign: ‘*Dr. Finer, Professor of Politi- 
eal Science at the University of Chicago, 
has a lofty purpose... Ilis thes's .. . that 
the only hope for peace on earth is a power- 
ful United States conscientiously ready to 


School 


Objectionable 
mended 
Only 


use force in preserving and spreading de- 
mocracy... 

‘*As a historian recounting facts, Dr. 
Finer is often splendid, as ... in his chap- 
ters on Soviet Russia. But as a philosopher 
of history . . . is something less even than 
adequate... 

‘*A man so confused forfeits respect for 
his erudition . . . has written much that is 
worthwhile, but he has irreparably weakened 
the whole by his incompetence as a philoso- 
pher.’’ 

A—DM 
And Ca!l It Peace 

Marshall Knappen Chicago, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . belongs to... 
growing class of critical analyses of our 
post-war activities in Germany . . . consider- 
able value ... even though . . . somewhat 
belated. We are still haunted by the ghost 
of the Morgenthau policy... 

‘¢. . . author . .. Professor of History 
and Political Science at Michigan State, 
and ... was Chief of the Religious Affairs 
Section of AMG, and Denuty Chief of the 
Edueational Section . .. had direct contact 
with the leaders of the various German 
churches, and pays deserved tribute to Ger- 
man Catholicism, which kept its.lf remark- 
ably untainted from the Nazi plague. . 

‘*Tt is my opinion that Dr. Knappen 
weakens his argument by overstating his 
ease against the Army ... not content with 
the usual] civilian dissatisfaction . . . Ile at- 
tempts a general indictment of our whole 
military svstem . . . On his reckoning, we 
could hardly have won the war. . .’’ 

AWR 
And Thou Shalt Teach Them 

.Paul Eldredge Sheridan. $2.75 
New York Times: ‘*.. . little more than a 
collection of case histories . . . maladjust- 
ments, perversions, corruptions of students 
and teachers (in a N. Y. high school). Re- 
lies for its impact primarily on its consider- 
able shock value.’’ 

A—DM 
The Angry Decade 

Leo Gurlo D M, $3.00 
The Sign: **. ..a book about literature... 
written in ‘the angry decade’ between the 
Wall Street crash and Pear] Harbor... a 
rather sunerficial example of that growing 
genre of literary criticism sponsored by the 
graduate schools of America... It says the 
least important things about the books... . 
without ever asking whether or not anything 
worth wise consideration was produced... 

‘*Mr. Gurko attempts to discharge an im- 
possible task with breezy confidence born 
perhaps of his facilitv with literary and 
sociological jargon. . .’’ 

A—DM 
Atlantic Harvest 

Ellery Sedgwick LB, $4.50 
Paul Dinkins in The Catholic World: ‘‘... 
a collection of stories and articles which ap- 
peared in the Atlantic Monthly ... valuable 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent . 
C-I—Current Interest 
. TFA—Too Far Advanced 
DM—Doubtful Merit 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded 
. DIS—Disapproved 
REV—Reviewed 


F—F avorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
. A—For Adults 
WR—With Reservations . J— 
O—Offensive or 
. REC—Recon- 
MSO—Mature Students 


F1O—For Information Only. 


documentation for a survey of American 
literary taste (at what is generally consid- 
ered the best level) from Mark Twain 
through Ernest Hemingway .. . a very be- 
guiling preface ... the pieces themselves— 
forty-seven in all... having only one thing 
invariably in common: high quality. 

ee... Mr. Sedgwick is still an editor 
whose judgment can be relied upon.’’ 

A—F 
The Bear Coughs at the North Pole 

Robert Payne D M, $2.75 
The Commonweal; ‘*, . .some of the memo- 
ries and images Robert Payne, young Eng- 
lish author now in this country, brought 
back from China . . . detailed descriptions 
of intimate sexual relations, always promis- 
cuous, recall Robert MHerrick’s discussion 
of the difference between literature and 
Gist, . .*” 

A—DM 
HORSES AND LOVE 
Black Tents of Arabia 

Carl Raswan Creative Age, $3.00 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: ‘‘... 
Raswan, originally a German, but now an 
American citizen, has lived ‘on and off’ 
amongst the bedouin Arabs... . moving ac- 
count of a prolonged stay amongst the tribe 
of the Ruala, first published in 1935, is now 
reissued, in a handsome edition, with . . 
photographs . . . (Hef) has devoted his life 
to the search for, and the breeding of, pure 
Arab horses. . . 

‘¢. . . fought for his fatherland against 
the Allies back in Arabia, traveling with an 
exceedingly handsome young chief. . . and 
romantically meeting . . . the Bedouin shep- 
herdess, Tuema. The tender, savage, tragi¢ 
love-story of these two is the best story m 
the whole book, and gives it shape. . .’’ 

AWR 
The Boston Book 

Arthur Griffin § Esther Forbes H M, $500 
The Catholic World: ‘‘ Arnold Bennett once 
said: ‘The best thing about Boston is the 
five o’clock train for New York’. . . today 
many New. Yorkers fly because it is the 
quickest way to get out of New York 
Esther Forbes says . .. that Boston is a city 
of color, a rosy city. Probably Boston has 
gained some of the color that New York 
has lost. It is splendidly reproduced in this 
book. . . 

‘Tt stresses the historical and cultural 
features of the city over the humbler but 
more important aspects of 1947 life ...# 
charming picture-story of a grand America 
city...” 

A—HS—F 
The Brazilians: People of Tomorrow 

Hernane Tavares de Sa Day ,$9. 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . an excellent, easily 
grasped dissertation on... Brazil... 

‘«.. . 42.5 percent of the population is be 
low the age of fourteen, and one child im five 
(one out of six in Rio de Janeiro) dies be 
fore its first birthday . . . 12 million illiter 
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eSo=— 
ate adults, and 7 million children between ry eyye 
12 and 18 without schools -.- Dr. Tavares Father Gillis eee a BOOK CLUB 
loves his country and its people, and sees (Continued. from p. 187) Katherine Burton LG, $2.75 


in them an enormous potential of faith and 
enthvsiasm . . . They need a helping hand.’’ 

A—F 
China Awake 

Robert Payne D M, $4.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . a record of ex- 
perience interspersed with thought ... 1944 
through 1946 . . . He searches for the es- 
sential truth in a chaotic situation ... The 
students are the hope of China. . . 

‘Mr. Payne feels that to regard Amer- 
iea and Russia as the great giants in world 
polities is to take a myopic point of view. 
Asia is the colossus. . .’’ 

AWR 
The Cold War 

Walter Lippmann Harper, $1.00 
The Sign: ‘‘... The chief value... not to 
be despised . . . would seem to be that of 
provoking sincere discussion. . .’’ 
Confessions of a Congressman 

Jerry Voorhis Doubleday, $3.50 
America: ‘‘. . . I know of no other work 
which brings the Congress so close to the 
average voter, and which at the same time 
will interest the expert in political science 

. as intelligent a discussion of a dozen 
major issues in American life as you can 
find anywhere, . .’’ 

‘:A—HS—F 
THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT 
Co-operative Democracy 

James Peter Warbasse Harper, $3.00 
George G. Higgins in The Commonweal: 
‘... fifth revised edition of a book... the 
publishers refer to as ‘the bible of the con- 
sumer’s cooperative movement ’—author ... 
first president of the Cooperative League of 
the US.... 

‘*.,. if this is the bible of the coopera- 
tive movement, the cooperative movement is 
a false religion—a non-sensical mixture of 
genuinely high idealism and genuinely bad 
political philosophy ...I believe in co- 
operatives, and I believe that they ought 
to be tax-exempt. . . 

‘*.,. Dr. Warbasse is !ed to express the 
hope and to make the optimistic prophecy 
that the co-op movement will eventually re- 
place the state. . .’’ 

A—DM 
Countrv Life in Amer‘ca 

Edward Townsend Booth Knopf, $2.75 
America: ‘‘. . . its thesis .. . the greatness 
of true Americanism lies in its rural roots, 
which have been watered by classical educa- 
tion. Mr. Booth examines the lives of ten 
US. Presidents to find these elements ... a 
ease for the good life that should be read 
and re-read by the city dweller who is con- 
sidered, by himself if by no one else, to be 
8 much ‘better off’.’’ 

A—REC 
Decentralize for Liberty 

Thomas Hewes Dutton, $3.00 
John F. Cronin, SS., in The Sign: ‘*... 
courageous and iconoclastic . . His theme is 
iat bigness is the enemy of liberty. . . 
‘Big business has produced by reaction 
1g government and powerful labor unions. 
But these curbs . . . have in turn further re- 
dueed the rights of the individual. . . 

‘He would split up economic giants, re- 
due the power of organized labor and agri- 
culture, and simplify the functions of gov- 
fmment. A definite blueprint is offered in 
each field... The author may have over- 
pe ease, but he has a case. . .”’ 


compensation with the most compe- 
tent, sooner or later level the most 
competent down, not the least com- 
petent up. A dead level is reached. 
A dead level is stagnation. Witness 
Russia. She started with an equaliz- 
ing economy. Her industries lagged. 
In comparison with ours they died. 
So the Soviet turned to Stakhanovism 
—the speed-up with bonuses. . .”’ 


Individualism or Regimentation 

‘*When the French revolutionists 
coined the slogan, Liberte, Egulite, 
Fraternite, they ignored the fact that 
the equalization of all individuals 
destroys liberties in every individual, 
and that the attempt to achieve fra- 
ternity by legislation results not in 
fraternity but in enmity.”’ 

Recently in America it has been 
popular in some quarters to sneer at 
what has been called ‘‘rugged indi- 
vidualism,’’ coupling the term with 
malefactors of great wealth, but says 
Father Gillis, ‘‘. . . these malefactors 
of great wealth were exponents not 
of rugged individualism but of ecut- 
throat competition. . .”’ (Notice that 
he says ‘‘cut-throat’’)—and ‘‘. . . 
what’s wrong with rugged individual- 
ism, properly so-called? Isn’t it bet- 
ter than regimentation which resu'ts 
in personal and national paralysis?’’ 

‘*. . . we need neither the Sacred 
Seripture nor the Preamble to the 
Declaration to teach the fact of hu- 
man inequality. All we need are eyes 
to see and ears to hear. The most ob- 
vious fact in human life is internal 
as well as external inequality. Effort 
should of course be made to prevent 
these inequalities from becoming ex- 
treme, or from working injustice. . . 


Initiative or Stagnation 


‘‘But if that attempt be made by 
‘featherbedding,’ or by holding back 
the worker, the result is not only in- 
efficiency but tyranny. It is tyran- 
nical to prevent a worker’s doing his 
best. The result of such rules as that 
of compelling a man to lay only half 
the number of bricks he could with- 
out straining himself, is injustice to 
the worker quite as much as to the 
employer. One who doesn’t work to 
the top of his bent whether at laying 
bricks or at writing books, or at what 
you wil, stagnates. With stagnation 
comes paralysis. Paralysis extends 
from the man to the trade, from the 
trade to the industry, and thence to 
the nation. . .’’ 


Reverting again to Churchill: 


Catholic Review Service: ‘*. . . another truly 
worthwhile book . . . lively, interesting, and 
very readable. . .’’ 


Drop One, Carry Four 

Frederick Sinclair Doubleday, $2.00 
Another unit in the stream of mass medi- 
ocrity. 

A—DM 
THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
The Dry Wood 

Caryll Housclander 
The New York Times: ‘‘. . . written with 
striking beauty and skill ... a subtle, sen- 
sitive ability . . . a realistic yet tender ap- 
proach ... a saving sense of humor and the 
ability to prick the frailties of human be- 
ings.’’ 

The Witness, Dubuque: ‘‘. . .Miss House- 
lander has a firmer grip on life and its reali- 
ties . . . many passages one would like to 
quote . . . the book emphatically deserves 
reading and is recommended for all age 
groups.’’ ; 

Integrity: ‘‘. ,.a story of sanctity and sin 
and God’s grace moving men’s hearts, in a 
setting of intense ordinariness . . . There 
isn’t a grain of sentimentality in the book, 
but it is filled with awe and compassion and 
love, and a great deal of wonderful humor 
. . . author’s compassion and humor take the 
bitterness out of her sometimes very pene- 
trating criticism of such things as over- 
emphasis on liturgical reform, and youth 
movements which pour all their budding 
apostles into the same mold. . .’’ 

A—HS—E—REC 
East Side, West Side 

Marcia Davenport Seribner, $3.00 
America: ‘*, .. present-day New York... 
It would be unjust and obtuse to say that 
the theme of the book is redemption through 
adultery; but it must at least be said that 
there is a subtle moral sophistry in the con- 
clusion .. . moments of great beauty... yet 
and one is disturbed by the sense of too easy 
and too neat a resolution. . .’’ 

Francis X Connolly in The Mirror, Spring- 
field: ‘‘. . . despite Mrs. Davenport’s right- 
eous fury at the worldliness of society, her 
own moral and critical sense is no less 
warped. ’’ 

A—DIS—REV (p. 155) 


S & W, $3 00 





‘‘The whole enterprise, initiative, 
and genius of the British nation is 
being increasingly paralyzed by the 
restrictions which are imposed upon 
it in the name of a mistaken political 
philosophy . . . this policy of equaliz- 
ing misery and organizing scarcity, 
instead of allowing di‘igence, self- 
interest, and ingenuity to produce 
abundance, has only to be prolonged 
to kill this British island stone dead.’’ 

(Read the above again, substituting 
“‘ American”’ for ‘‘ British.’? America 
is not stone dead—merely petrif ying. 
If there is a hope, economically. it ts 
in ‘‘allowing diligence . . . to produce 
abundance.’’) 

*The Catholic World, 401 W. 59th 
St., New York 19—$4.00 a year. 
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IN FATHER SERRA‘S MISSIONS 
The Good Night at San Gabriel 
Susana Clayton Ott Harper, $1.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . a Christmas mys- 
tery play .. . put on by the Indians of the 
vicinity. .. A roundabout way of telling the 
Christmas story . . . high plausibility, much 
simple fun and deep orthodox conviction.’’ 


Great Morningq! 

Sir Osbert Sitwell L B, $4.00 
Robert Wilberforce, Director of British 
Library of Information, N. Y., in The Cath- 
olic World: ‘‘In these days of acute anxi- 
ety ... it is a relief to turn to these un- 
hurried pages which have captured the 
fleeting years, bringing them to us as a 
boliquet of flowers—full of nostalgic scents 
and memories. . . He intends to complete 
his autobiography in five volumes, of which 
this is the third. . . His imagination roams 
at will over any impressions in the past 
which have appealed to him. . . Dullness is 
the last word to describe it. . . 

‘*. . . has lastine literary value. It con- 
cludes on the eve of Sir Osbert’s leaving for 
the front in 1914. ..’’. 

A-F 
Greener Than You Think 

Ward Moore Sloane, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . a nondescript sales- 
man, lands the job of selling a substance 
called the Metamorphizer, which is a tonic 
for plant life. . . It soon develops that the 
inventor has overlooked the matter of how 
to check the growth of metamorphized vege- 
tation. Within twelve hours the grass is a 
foot high. . . 


**One might read ... for a good many 
pages and fecl that it is nothing more than 
an ingeniously written farce . . . there is 
some fine irony at the expense of the hand- 
me-down ideas of this generation. . . 


‘*There is much to indicate that it is 
scientific materialism and the amoralism 
which must be its accompaniment. Once sci- 
ence is advertised as the means of access to 
truth . . . it presumes to feed on any- 
thing. . . 

‘*. . . am unusual novel and a significant 
one.’’ 

A-F 
Grenadine Etching 

Robert C. Ruark Doubleday, $2.75 
Put forth as a satire on books touted as 
historical novels, Mr. Ruark’s efforts are 
even more disgusting than the things he 
lampoons. Another sad reflection on his pub- 
lishers. 

A-DIS 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Gus the Great 

Thomas W. Duncan Lipp, $3.50 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: ‘‘ As 
the membership in the Book-of-the-Month 
Club grows larger and larger, the literary 
merit of its selections gets lower and lower 
. . . His completed manuscript amounted to 
1,386 pages—even after he had discarded 
some two hundred thousand words. The care- 
ful reader will discard them all.’’ 

A-DIS-REV (p. 142) 

The Harp of a Thousand Strings 

H. L. Davis Morrow, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . Davis whose 
Honey in the Horn won him the Pulitzer 
Prize of 1935 stretches the strings of his 
harp in this story from the western prairies 
of the U. 8. to the France of the Terror... 
a fugue of uneven tempo... on the themes 
of war, economics, human passions and 
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foibles, he is subtle and compelling . . . as 
a story-teller he lacks the touch that makes 
for sustained interest. . .’’ 

AWE 


Harry Truman: a Political Biography 
William P. Helm DS & P, $3.00 
America: ‘*, . . a popular account of Tru- 
man’s career in the Senate .. . while it tells 
little that is new and makes little mention 
of Truman as President, it sums up his poli- 
tical philosophy and his conception of the 
role of government in modern society.’’ 
A-SAT 


Hellbox 

John O’ Hara Random, $2.50 
The American Mercury: ‘*, . . it becomes 
clearer with Mr. O’Hara’s every new book 
that at best he has only a fair ear for the 
language of his characters and hardly any 
insight whatever into their souls. He wor- 
ships ‘toughness’ for ‘toughness’ ’ sake. . . 
He seems to think that once he has got a 
cheap situation on paper he has said some- 
thing very profound . . . shabby writing, 
brash and boring.’’ 


A-DIS 
The Heretics 

Humphrey Slater H B $2.75 
The Voice of St. Jude: ‘*. . . an irritating, 
impossible book . . . wrongheadedness . . . 
uncritical embracing of evil .. . not to be 


recommended to any type of reader. . .’’ 


A-DIS 
A History of Boston College 

David R. Dunigan, 8. J Bruce, $6.00 
This first history of Boston College in book 
form is also the second book in a new Catho- 
lic Education Series, Author Father Duni- 
gan has tought history and philosophy of 
education, and has written numerous maga- 
zine articles. He has two degrees from B. C. 
This background has enabled him to write a 
valuable historical record of Boston’s Jesuit 
College. 

A-SAT 
House Divided 

Ben Ames Williams HM, $5.00 
Information: ‘*. . . would have been far 
better divided. . . In sheer story-weaving 
and situation contrivance the author rates 
as high as always. . . Mere textbooks sel- 
dom become best sellers, so Mr. Williams 
does not skimp his public on the juicier 
cuts, even if he doesn’t provide quite the 
lush diet of a Yerby. . . The book really 
has everything . . . tends rather to the cur- 
rent fashion of peering beneath the glam- 
our to discover the deficiencies of Confed- 


erate . . . far too instructive to be truly 
entertaining. . . 
AWR 


In a Lonely Place 
Dorothy B. Hughes D S8& P, $2.50 
Attempt to portray mal-adjusted life of an 
ex-pilot. Nothing lost by not reading. 
AWR 


Introduction to Iran 

Elgin Groseclose Oxford, $3.50 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: ‘‘.. . 
Groseclose has been for twenty-five years in 
elose contact with the country of which he 
writes so glowingly ... as a teacher... in 
his youth, later as Treasurer General. . . 

‘*. . . in spite of being unable to make 
up his mind whether Great Britain or the 
USSR has been the greater villain in their 
designs upon Persia, he succeeds in giving a 
very succinct, orderly account of the extra- 
ordinarily complicated current history of 
Tran, . .’’ 

A-SAT 
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New Year’s... 
(Continued from p. 187) 
old patent-medicine testimonials. 

Alka-Seltzer and vitamin pills are 
mentioned more frequently on the 
air, but it would be difficult to prove 
that the claims made are not much 
more truthful than the publicity 
build-ups of much eurrent fiction of 
the best-seller type. ‘‘Step right up, 
ladies and gentlemen, and get this 
gorgeous penny whistle absolutely 
free, and another one like it to take 
home to the kiddies—only forty-nine 
eents for both. Who’s next? Please 
don’t shove!’’ 

When Barnum’s circus tent was 
filled to capacity, Barnum took no 
chance on not selling more tickets. 
He hoisted a big sign reading ‘‘This 
way to the Great Egress.’’ But Bar. 
num was only a piker, and the mes- 
meric influence of four-color ads was 
not then available. 

It used to be said that when an 
Englishman wrote a book he tried to 
make it good, and hoped it would sell; 
but that Americans wrote books to 
sell, and hoped they would be good. 
Those days are gone. Today most of 
the biggest sellers are appallingly bad 
—from practically every angle. And 
the tragedy of it is that the general 
public has been so thoroughly dazed, 
or cowed, that only the most deter- 
mined reader has the courage to ask 
out loud for anything except the 
trash that has just won the big movie 
prize, or has been sold to the films, 
or featured in flamboyant page ads 
and consequently ‘‘reviewed’’ in the 
most prominent space. By allowing 
themselves to be tied in with the 
‘“best-seller’’ exploitation, even sup- 
posedly useful reviewing services keep 
step to the dismal downward mareh. 


Movie Advertising 


As a measure of the unthinking 
habits of our time, there is a report 
eurrent that Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
has subsidized the publisher of the 
scabrous Raintree County in prepar® 
tion for the movie to follow. Even 
after much pruning, this big bo 
had to be priced at $5.00. This price 
being too high to insure heavy sales, 
the movie people paid part of the 
publisher’s cost, to get the price dow 
to $3.75 on the first 100,000. Why! 
Because if more people buy, more will 
talk, and by the time the movie 3 
ready, more people will pay at the 
box office, thinking they are going #? 
see something worth while. 

Today, more than ever, the dollar 
sign rules—not only directly bi 
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more subtly, indirectly. Librarians of 
the type that follow the crowd are 
needled into thinking they must have 
all the piffling details of the medioc- 
rity published just yesterday, and 
are advised to recommend spotted 
pooks, for which seemingly the only 
justification is that the reviewer got 
a free advance copy and must work 
in some kind of praise for fear of 
not getting another. A very few men 
can dictate what most of America will 


read. 
Headlines That Sell Books 


Some years ago we commented on 
the claim of a newspaper book section 
that their headline writers were so 
clever they cou!d concoct a headline 
that would make the reader want the 
book even though the reviewer 
panned it in the same article. Such 
genius is no longer necessary. The 
masses have now been so inoculated 
that they will, buy regardless of how 
bad the book is—if the author got a 
half-million, is at least fairly photo- 
genic, or won a publicity prize. 

No wonder Stalin believes that as 
anation we have already fallen apart 
or that a political crack-pot believes 
that by planting a few more seeds of 
confusion in 1948 he can reap the 
fruits of a presidential election in 
1952. 

The same confusion of conscience 
that led seeming Christians to accept 
or even to support Hitler in Germany 
leads to the approval of his shadowy 
counterparts in America. Hitler was 
an idea as we.l as an individual. As 
yet, the American counterparts are 
ideas, or false philosophies. Tomorrow 
they will be men—unless there is a 
radical change. 


‘*Wrong-Way Corrigan’’ 

When a mob goes crazy, there are 
plenty of precedents in fact or fiction 
with which to make comparison, but 
when whole sections of the population 
lose their sense of direction, whether 
through fear or false leadership, the 
influence of the few who recognize 
the depth of the delusion is like a 

ne voice in the wilderness. Con- 
fusion reigns. Best-sellers cater to the 

Opportunist publishers work 
both sides of the street. 

For those without solid religious 
foundations, the case is indeed tragic. 
The majority seeks to avoid reality 
by some kind of escape route where 
other scenery diverts their thoughts 
and occupies their minds. Many oth- 
rs rush for a panacea. Witness the 
enormous sales of Peace of Mind— 

(Oontinued on neat page) 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
It Was Mary 

Eleanor Arnett Nash A-C, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘‘The thesis . . . seems 
to be that real integrity of character makes 
a person at home in any walk of life. .. 

‘¢. . . told with considerable skill in char- 
acter delineation, a disarmingly unabashed 
use of coincidence and melodrama, and a 
real understanding of the Catholic back- 
ground which shaped Mary’s strength and 
eharm. . .’’ 

A-HS-F 


Jenny Villiers 
J. B. Priestley 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . enchanting bit 
of whimsey . . . well worth the reading. . . 
different ... the author has the art to make 
it convincing. . .’’ 
America: ‘*. . . overwriting romantically 
about two themes, the theatre and time.. .’’ 
A-SAT 


The Judge’s Story 
Charles Morgan Mae, 2.75 


The Catholic World: ‘‘ The milieu .. . is one 
in which Charles Morgan is completely at 
home, and . .. he has created one of the 
most lovable characters in recent fiction ... 

‘¢, .-. @ rare contemporary novel main- 
taining standards in a field notorious for 
their absence.’’ 

A-F-REV (p. 158) 


Knock on Any Door 

Willard Motley A-C, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . would convey its 
message much more effectively if it were 


shorter, cleaner, and more coherent.’’ 
AWR-REV (p. 5) 


The Last Trump 

Denis de Rougemont Doubleday, $2.00 
Because of the pithiness of his previous 
books, I looked forward with pleasure to 
this one. It is provocative. Control of the 
atom bomb is absurd. What is needed is 
control of man. The bomb is only a thing— 
not dangerous at all—but man is horribly 
dangerous. World Government is offered as 


Harper, $2.50 


the only solution. —J.C.T. 
A-REC- (WR) 

Last Year’s Blood 
H. C. Branson 8&8, $2.00 


Good average Detective. 
A-SAT 


Letter from Grosvenor Square 

John Gilbert Winant H M, $3.00 
America: ‘‘The story of the stewardship 
of the late ex-Ambassador to London... 
simple, brief and forceful .. . from Febru- 
ary, 1941 to Pearl Harbor. . . There is the 
compelling story ... of the polite but firm 
deadlock between Myron Taylor, giving the 
Vatican’s viewpoint, and Winston Chur- 
chill during the negotiations on the question 
of bombing Rome... 

‘¢, . . the idealism of the writer wins the 
reader’s sympathy ... friendship and ad- 
miration is revealed toward Roosevelt, Chur- 
chill, Eden, Bevin and many others .. . it 
is clear now, with the aid of hindsight his- 
tory, that Winant’s idealistic humanitarian- 
ism not only misled him in estimating the 
crucial character of both men and events, 
but also explains in part the subsequent in- 
ept leadership and lack of ‘foresight to 
which these same leaders fell victim in the 
weird ew of Teheran and Yalta, ..’’ 

A-SA 


The Letters of Pope Celestine VI to 
All Mankind 
Giovanni Papini (tr. Loretta Murnane) 
Dutton, $3.00 
La Civilta Cattolica (Rome): ‘‘. . . dedi- 
eated to a high, humanitarian purpose... 
written with integrity and love. . . Opposite 
Papini’s violently colored and vitriolically 
defined pictures of the world today, we see 
his encouraging hope, and his profound, ac- 
tive faith in the abundant means of redemp- 
tion Christianity has put at man’s disposal, 
and in the Church which most completely 
embodies Christianity . . . a hot and im- 
petuous profession of faith, bringing to life 
the dramatic sense of Christianity. . . Many 
of its pages offer food for salutary medita- 
tion ... present many illuminating and ben- 
eficient passages of great beauty. . .’’ 
AWR (See Review) 


Lions Under the Throne 

Charles P. Curtis, Jr. 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . study of the Su- 
preme Court .. . addressed with pleasant 
cynicism ‘to those laymen who know more 
constitutional law than they think they do, 
and to those lawyers who know less’... 
Brilliance, humorous asides, tolerance, and 
determined liberalism. . . 

‘*Provocative of thought and argument, 
this interpretive volume merits careful 
reading and a wide audience.’’ 


H M, $3.50 


Lo, the Former Egyptian 

H. Allen Smith Doubleday, $2.50 
‘*Egypt’’ is the nickname for a Southern 
Illinois region. No purpose in recommend- 
ing, and many reasons for not. 
(Same publisher as Unconquered, and Gren 
adine Etching). 

A-DIS 


Madame Elisabeth of France 

Yvonne de la Vergne Herder, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘*, .. the French Revolution 
serves as the background. . . Madame Elisa- 
beth, youngest sister of Louis XVI... 
dominates the stage . . . her book has the 
tenor of hagiography. . . Elisabeth’s cause 
of beatification is already under considera- 
em . -”* 

A-HS-F 
IS THIS SLAVERY? 
Mainspring 
Henry Grady Weaver Talbot, $1.00 
Chicago Tribune: ‘‘.. . a concise, fact-filled 
book on personal freedom. .. To the author 
. . - head of customer research for General 
Motors Corporation . . . personal freedom 
means a man is free to use his energy and 
talent without government restraint unless 
he encroaches on the rights of others. .. 

‘*. .. America, oceupying only 6 per cent 
of the world’s land area ...7 per cent of 
the world’s population, has 80 per cent of 
the world’s automobiles, 60 per cent of the 
life insurance policies, 48 per cent of the 
radio sets, 54 percent of the telephones, 35 
per cent of the improved highways, and 92 
per cent of the modern bathtubs . . . spen- 
did supplementary material for history and 
economics students.’’ 

A-HS-SAT 


The Making of a Southerner 

Katherine Dupré Lumpkin Knopf, $3.00 
America: ‘‘. . . the author’s views are not 
those of a typical] Southerner . . . bred of 
an ancient Georgia family. . . Gradually a 
ehange of heart and of mind came to pass 
. .. and she says that she began to see the 
South as it really was... ’ 

‘¢. . . Her stand has required courage, 
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and for that reason Southerners of her type 
are in need of constant encouragement from 
the rest of us.’’ 

A-F 


The Meaning of Treason 

Rebecca West Viking, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*. .. deals chiefly with the trea- 
son trials of the three Britishers (who) ... 
went to Germany before the second World 
War and .. . offered their intelligence 
services to the Nazis... 

‘*By integrating all the material .. . she 
has created an original work . . . wit and 
human interest . . . a substantial contribu- 
tion to the history of treason trials in 
Great Britain.’’ 

A-F 


The Middle of the Journey __ 

Lionel Trilling Viking, $3.00 
America: ‘*. .. the search for a way of life 

. « Laskell, ‘a sincere liberal,’ comes to 
re-evaluate his position as he convalesces in 
the hills of New England. . . : 

‘«. . . stock-taking is forced upon him as 
he considers the actions and discussions of 
his intimate friends. . . Nancy and Arthur 
Croom sympathize with the Party; but Gif- 
ford Maxim, once a Party member—a ‘pro- 
fessional’ whose duties were ‘special and 
secret ’—breaks with the Communists be- 
cause he found in Christianity a way out 
. .. His friends remain friends, but he will 
no longer accept them as guides. . . 

‘¢. |. as a whole, the novel is a strongly 
unified work of creative intelligence .. . 
his satire, probing, keen yet edged with lit- 
tle bitterness and no cynicism, shows the 
true temper of his intelligence. . .’’ 

AWR 


Miracle on 34th Street 

Valentine Davies HB, $1.75 
Novelized from the movie; mildly entertain- 
ing and productive of cozy feelings, but 
since it ignores the true significance of 
Christmas, and encourages the remarriage 
(to another man) of a divorcee, besides hav- 
ing no literary merit, cannot be recom- 
mended. 

A-DM 


The Missouri Valley: Land of 
Drought, Flood, and Promise 

Rufus Terral Yale, $3.75 
America: ‘‘ Developing the Missouri Valley 
. . . would cost at least a billion dollars. Not 
developing it is more costly still... 

‘*Particular interests are fighting for 
special plums in the valley, and the compe- 
tition has all the effects of a civil war. . 
Before Mr. Terral brings the reader to a 
close-up view of this battle . . . he tells in- 
terestingly and provocatively the saga of 
the valley and the rolling floods of the er- 
rant river... 

‘¢. . . several broad-visioned men have 
tried to gain for. the Missouri Valley what 
the Tennessee Valley achieved under the 
famed Tennessee Valley Authority. Senator 
Murray of Montana introduced a bill... 
Editors up and down the valley joined the 
battle for or against an MVA... 

‘¢. . . an attractive, interesting and in- 
formative job. . .’’ 

AWR 
IMPORTANT 
Nationalism and Internationalism 

Don Luigi Sturzo Roy, $3.50 
Dominicana: ‘*. . . A keen student of poli- 
tical philosophy and history, the author is 
well-qualified after fifty years of intellec- 
tual and political activity to. speak- with 


authority on the subject of nationalism and 
internationalism ...a clear presentation of 
a Christian Democrat’s theory of how to 
make a better world. . .’’ 

A-REC-REV (p. 100, Vol. V) 


Never by Chance 
Sylvia Tate Harper, $2.50 
Rather silly theme. After a girl was killed 
the man with whom she had been living set 
out to find out who and what she had been. 
A-DIS 


CATHOLIC LITERARY 
FOUNDATION 
No Lasting Home 

Joseph Dever : Bruce, $3.00 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: ‘‘... 
clean and wholesome novel, but hardly a good 
novel, . . Although Mr. Dever, on a recent 
public occasion, is alleged to have said that 
critics are ‘frustrated writers with the 
souls of microbes,’ his first full-length 
novel could well profit on criticism of its 
lack of unity, its poor characterization, and, 
except for a sparkle here and there, its poor 
style...’ 

A-HS-SAT (WR)-REV (p.77) 


Once in the Year 

Elizabeth Yates (il. Nora 8. Unwin) 

C McC, $2.00 

A sympathetic collaboration between two 
fine artists—one with the words and one 
with the decorations—on a reverently pro- 
jected non-denominutional version of the old 
legend of the animals who spoke on Christ- 
mas eve. 

A-HS-SAT 


Ordeal of the Union 

Allan Nevins Scribner, $10.00 
John J. O’Connor in America: ‘*. . . in 
two volumes, inaugurates a series in which 
Dr. Nevins hopes to write the history of our 
Civil War era. The first volume. . . Fruits 
of Manifest Destiny, covers the period 1847- 
1852. The second ... A House Dividing, 
carries the narrative forward to 1857... 

*f. . . earefully documented, well illus- 
trated and completely indexed, . . The his- 
tory, when completed, will certainly rank as 
one of the great achievements of American 
historiography. . . In these two volumes, 
which end with the election of Buchanan, 
Dr. Nevins has sought to bring the whole 
civilization of the country under examina- 
tion. . . The mass of detail . . . could have 
been more expertly edited. But the history 
thus far is a delightful and enriching ex- 
perience; it is a very great achievement in- 
deed. . .”’ 

A-E 


Or Forfeit Freedom 

Robert Wood Johnson Doubleday, $2.50 
The Sign: ‘*, . . One puts the book down 
with a notion that if most employers and 
unions followed the rather sound principles 
of General Johnson, manifestations of greed 
and disregard for the common good would 
be less frequent. . .*” ~ 

A-REC-REV (p. 150) 


The Other Side of the Record 
Charles O’Connell Knopf, $3.50 
Writing about some of the leading musical 
figures of America; author seems intent on 
emphasizing the elements of commercialism, 
petty squabbling, and so on—a series of im- 
pressions, judgments and prejudices—to- 
gether with some eulogies. 
A-BAT (WR) 3-2 - 








New Year’s... 
( Continucd from p. 213) 


which we believe sold largely on its 
title. 1 olery 

The events of 1947 were more im. 
portant than its books. The great im: 
portance of books lies in the help they 
give in understanding or appraising 
the changes through which we are 
strugg'ing. Discipline, for example, is 
fast disappearing, together with doe. 
trine and dogma. I have just begun 
reading Msgr. Fulton Sheen’s Phi. 
losophy of Religion (to be published 
this spring), and can now understand 
more clearly the sequence by which 
the amazingly bad logic of a Rous. 
seau led to the practices of modern 
so-called ‘‘progressive education.’ 

In many of the books of today are 
the seeds of tomorrow’s crimes. 

But, fortunately, ulcerous fiction is 
not all that sells. Fiction sales de- 
creased in 47, and non-fiction §in- 
creased. Whether the drop in fiction 
was caused by the authors or review- 
ers is hard to say. It would seem that 
both played their parts successfully. 

The trend to more serious books is 
a hopeful sign. All is not yet lost. 
More people are doing more listen- 
ing, and more thinking. 

Reading is ‘‘feeding on the minds 
of others.’’ And isn’t it strange that 
the high cost of food is one of the 
things that jarred many people into 
thinking. 

Science was going to solve all prob- 
lems. Being so free that everyone 
would be free to believe in nothing 
was going to free everyone from 
everything. Portal-to-Portal princi- 
ples were going to pave pleasant roads 
to Elysium. A ‘‘look at the books” 
would stifle the crooks—and high 
wages make fools of the sages. But 
1947 helped not a few people to learn 
that money measured in ' dollars 
means little, and will mean still less 
if we continue in the direction we’ve 
been headed. 

Much of the fiction of 1947 reflects 
the sad fact that moral responsibility, 
discipline, and probity of individual 
character’ in many cases no longer 
merit even the distinction of delib 
erate contempt, They are-simply ig- 
nored. Denizens of the intellectual 
slums infest the family fireside with 
the blessing of literary - yokels, 
through the cooperation, if not ‘the 


-connivanee, of persuasive se 


panderers:-‘who move in: the “t 

circles. °- ‘ : a 
Lent will soon be here—a time to 

pause, reflect, and pray for guidance. 


Soe Ss 2 a ae ae ees Pm SD we Ce aa 


_— = I eS B. 


BS mS oF 


See [>onaDo ww 








FR Oo wN™ 


 — ed 


the 
nto 


ob- 
ne 


om 
\ci- 
ids 

” 
igh 


Sut 
rn 























february, 1948 BOOKS ON TRIAL 215, ° 
—_— — oa ar — 
Our Colteee Are Cheated oo ADDRESS TO THE CIO The Road to Santa Fe 
jamin Fin olt, Gunhild T i 2. 
the Sign: , « De Pine, pduention editer There can be no doubt that some <a fy earn See 


of the New York Times . .. back from a 
tour of the nation’s schools . . . has plenty 
about which to wag his head—and his tongue 

. rightly sees in a lamentable shortage 
of personnel, incompetency of substitutes, 
abstandard instruction, mounting enroll- 
ment, lowered morale (professional and 
public), physical distintegration of plants 
and lack of equipment, a threat to our 
American way of life. . . Dr. Fine’s treat- 
ment leaves this reviewer like one listening 
to a formulation of plans for the improve- 
ment and decoration of the sickroom, while 
the patient himself languishes from perni- 
ious anemia. . .”’ 

AWR 

is Herald . 
Oe Laney A-C, $3 00 
America: **, . . a whimsical account of the 
famous newspaper . . . the sentiment seems 
calculated to justify the irresponsibil:ty.’’ 

AWR 


The Pearl a 
John Steinbeck Viking, $2.00 
The Sign: ‘*The fable is intrinsically 


powerful, but, although Mr. Steinbeck sets 
it forth in often remarkable prose, he weak- 
as it by his peculiar prejudices and mis- 
eonceptions . . . the spleeny animadversions 
against the Church mirror the mentality of 
The Nation ...’’ 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘. .. a 
varm, sympathetic return to his Torti la 
Flat style . . . relieved of the realism that 
dotted that earlier book . . . masterly in its 
eonomy, swift in its movement and fresh 
in its descriptions . . . tinged with senti- 
nentality surrounding the central 
theme with a bit of phony mysticism. But 
. Steinbeck at his best. . . What is 

wong with Steinbeck’s best? Ilis treat- 
ment. . . always rests, I think, on the 
naturalism of a Rousscau—unspoiled nature 
is always good . . . pure naturalism, un- 
sound in itself. . .’’ 

A-DM 
Peter Abelard 

Helen Waddell Holt, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘ reissued 
... finest piece of fiction of the year. . .’’ 

A-F 


The Purp!e Plain ’ 

H. E. Bates Atlantic-L.B., $2.75 
As in Fair Stood the Wind for France, 
Bates has written a good story, interesting 
to those wishing to pass the time without 
much effort. 

A-SAT 
Rebel at Large 

George Creel ’ Putnam, $3.75 
George Streator, of the N. Y. Times, in The 
Commonweal: ‘‘, .. when Mr. Creel is good, 
he is very good, and when he is terrible, it 
is best to open up all the doors and win- 
dows. . . Select your chapters and take your 
thoice. It is about even.’’ 

4-0 


MEXICAN WAR 
Rehearsal for Conflict 

Alfred Hoyt Bill Knopf, $4.50 
Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . 
fact packed. . . (written) with the deter- 
mination to prove that Polk was as pure 
4 the driven snow, so far as promoting a 
Wat against Mexico was concerned eck 
author dislikes any and all Mexicans, He 
ilso dislikes the Catholic Church. . . He saw 
in it a group opposed to absorption of 
Mexican territory by the United States. . .”’ 

4-DM 


economic solution must be found so 
that a man may intelligently plan 
his future and make provision to 
discharge those responsibilities which 
have been placed on him by God 
Himself. It must be an intelligent 
and fair provision wh'ch does not 
make him the unnecessary benefici- 
ary of charity or cause him to lose 
pride in his daily work. It may or 
may not bs the so-called ‘‘Guaran- 
teed Annual Wage,’’ but it must be 
something close to it and I hope that 
a fair exchange of views on this sub- 
ject between management, labor and 
the representatives of the public will 
lead to an answer consistent with the 
needs and decent demands of labor. 
—Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, 
Archbishop of Boston. 





RELIGIOUS PENICILLIN 
Religious Liberals Reply 

7 Professors of Philosophy Beacon, $2.00 
N. Y. Times: (Their task) ‘‘. . . the in- 
jection of pure, rational penicillin into the 
body theologica to free men from... the 
‘myths’ of Revelation, Resurrection, Re- 
demption, Grace and Judgment. . .’’ 


Note: Spealing of some of his colleagues 
at the Uniwersity of Chicago, Dr. Mortimer 
Adler (‘‘Great Bools’’) recently said they 
want to be so free that they want to be 
free from lLnowing anything. 


Richer by Asia 
Edmond Taylor HM, $3.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . starts with the 
premise that man is potentially capable of 
unity. . . Since peace is the vital problem 
of our time, all creeds and races must com- 
bine to avert destruction and found a-last- 
ing peace... oo 
se... he went ... to India in 1943 as 
intelligence officer for the OSS .. . admits 
his aversion to the country and that his 
first reaction was one of shock . . . decided 
that the British administrators lacked spir- 
itual vitamins . . . sensed the fact that 
revolution is not only political and eco- 
nomic, but a struggle for human dignity. . . 
‘*. . . when he examines religion he be- 
comes extremely inept . . . states categori- 
eally that he has never understood theology 
or higher philosophy, and denies any mean- 
ing to the words heaven, hell and the’ soul 
‘¢. . . says it is good discipline to put 
aside prejudices and learn. the values of an- 
other people. In this he has not succeeded 
9? : 


A-DM . : 
Rumor in the Forest ~— <<" 
Madeleine Couppey Scribner, $2.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . .-a-fable in prose 
concerning a pigeon... a rabbit... a.cat 
.%-. and a.dog-. .. The animals remain 
animals. . . Sie } Bas 
‘¢. |. the book remains full of charm:and 
its perennial tender and heroic message will 
reach both adults and children. . .’’ 
- A—HS—REC - : 


Novelette, tr. from Swedish. Jan Pgrstuv 
contemplates suicide in New York, presum- 
ably because publishers won’t buy his manu- 
scripts. Instead he goes to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, and, at the suggestion of her moth- 
er, lives with an Indian girl. What he writes 
we are not told, but it brings an agent to 
see him, and he returns to New York and 
disappears, 


The blurb says the book contains an inter- 


esting study of Indian philosophy and cus- 
toms. Instead, it’s worthless waste of time. 


—J.C. T. 
A—DIS 
Roseanna McCoy 
Alberta Hannum Holt, $2.75 


No purpose in recommending to anyone, and 
further marred by unnecessary, purposeless 
preoccupation with sex. Based on famous 
—— Hatfield-MeCoy feud. 


GREAT AWAKENING ABOUT 
RUSSIA 
Russia’s Europe 

Hal Lehrman A-C, $3.75 


N. S. Timasheff, Fordham University, in 
The Sign: ‘‘... story of a conversion, not 
religious, but political . . . He did not like 
the English rule in Greece . . . but after hav- 
ing returned there from Russia’s Europe, he 
found it almost a paradise ... well written 
and should be read by everybody desiring 
to get first-hand information about the state 
of things immediately behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*. .. important... because of the 
author’s background and change of mind 
- . . He is a liberal who has undergone a 
radical shift of opinion concerning the 
Soviet Union . .. as the result of what he 
saw at first hand during a close inspection 
of Middle Europe after the war. . . 


‘¢,.,. early in 1945 he set out for his tour 
of Eastern Europe . . . a ‘semi-free-lance’ 
journalist, engaged to do occasional pieces 
for... PM and The Nation, both of which 
he calls ‘pro-Soviet.’. . . he began to have 
doubts concerning the Soviets, their princi- 
ples, their performance, their purpose .. . 
his articles . . . were thereupon refused by 
PM and The Nation... 


‘*. . . he did not find in the territory 
under Soviet control even a minimum of de- 
eeney and good faith. He was shaken... and, 
in order to make certain that he had not 
been deceived, he retraced his whole route 
. .. the impressions gathered the first 
time ... were confirmed . .. the Soviets... 
are preparing to seize the world... We must 
face up to the situation into which our folly 
has plunged us and stand firm against the 
already loosed onslaught. . . 

- , , . the highly articulate ‘liberals’, . . 
cling tenaciously to their mistaken no- 
tions . . . Dr. Shipler and Mr. Wallace and 
their kind. These woeful misleaders will not 
have their eyes opened until the calamity 
they have helped to screen crashes down 
upon us. ..’’ 
__A—REC 
The Shaping of the American Tradition 
Louis M. Hacker § Helene 8. Zahler 
Columbia, $7.50 
America: ‘*.. . two-volume work of lasting 
value . . . 2 monumental] achievement. . .’’ 
A—F 
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Among the Reprints 


The Goodier titles are returning to 
print with encouraging frequency. 
Besides the standard Public Life of 
Our Lord (2 Vol., $6.50) and Passion 
and Death of Our Lord ($3.50), the 
following spiritual writings of the 
Jesuit prelate are again available: 
The Life That Is Light (3 Vol. in one, 
Kenedy, $4.50) 

Saints for Sinners (S & W, $1.50) 
Introduction to the Study of Ascett- 
cal & Mystical Theology (Bruce,$3) 
The School of Love (Grail, $1.50) 
The Crown of Sorrows; The Meaning 
of Life; The Prince of Peace (all 

Grail, $1.25) 

Other recent re-issues include: 
Collected Works of 
Francis Thompson 

ed Wilfred Meynell Newman, $4.75 
Contains the poems & great literary 
essays. 





Conferences and Instructions 
by St. Mary Euphrasia Pelletier 
Newman, $2.75 
From 2nd ed. (1907); foundress of 
Good Shepherd nuns to her Reli- 
gious. 


Documents of the Christian Church 
sel. & ed. Henry Bettenson 
Oxford, $1.75 
Source book of valuable excerpts from 
Cath. classics, plus Luther’s 95 Theses 
& other heretical texts; included in 
Catholic book list of Religious Pub- 
lishers Group. 
‘ 
Dominican Life 
by F. D. Joret, O.P. 
Sands-Newman, $3 
Fine translation classic commentary 
on Dominican spirituality. 


Essays of Alice Meynell 
intro. by Sir Francis Meynell 
Newman, $2.75 


The Franciscan Missions of 
California 


by John A. Berger 
Doubleday, $3.75 


Thorough history, 24 photos by Karl 
Obert, index & table of conversions. 


Life of St. Dominic 


by Bede Jarrett, O.P. 
Newman, $2.50 





LENT 


Send for our free, hand-picked 
list of Lenten books. 


‘THE THOMAS MORE’’ 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





Man the Unknown 

by Alexis Carrel Harper, $2.75 
A Theory of Esthetic According 
to... St. Thomas Aquinas 

by John Leonard Callahan, O.P. 

C.U.A., $1.50 

Lucid & altogether most satisfactory 
statement of content of Thomistic 
theory of the beautiful. 





The Saxon Charm 

Frederic Wakeman Rinehart, $2.75 
Francis X Connolly in The Mirror, Spring- 
field: ‘‘. . . Wakeman is rapidly becoming 
the stool-pigeon of the moral underworld .. . 
The Saxon Charm is a painfully realistic 
character study of an evilly complicated 
Broadway producer and his effect upon hi8 
wives, mistresses and associates . .. a record 
of literary shoptalk, Broadway gossip and 
debauched conversation about sex. . .’’ 

A—DIS 


The Sealed Verdict 

Lionel Shapiro Doubleday, $2.75 
America: ‘*Now that the headline-hunting 
stage of the war-criminal trials is past, a 
perturbed novelist has his say about hatred, 
hysteria and the necessity of tempering 
justice with compassion. . . 

‘¢. .. personal sins are not censured, they 
are assumed and even dragged in for lurid 
local color. . .’’ 

A—DM 
Silver Kings 

Oscar Lewis Knopf, $4.00 
Nevada gold miners cursed the blue sand 
that clogged their rockers. Four shrewd 
Irishmen became multi-millionaires in one 
year after the discovery that this blue sand 
was loaded with silver—John W. Mackay 
and James G. Fair, who were pick and 
shovel men—James Flood and Wm. O’Brien, 
stock exchange promoters. Mackay and Fair 
get most of the attention in this rousing his- 
tory of the old West. 

A—SAT 


So Dear to My Heart . 
Sterling North Doubleday, $2.75 
A very good story of a 10-year-old boy’s de- 
votion to a little black lamb. The emphasis is 
on love. Sat. for all. 
A—HS—F 


IN DEFENSE OF RUSSIAN 
PLANNING 
Soviet Russia Since the War 

Hewlett Johnson Boni, $3.00 
The author, Dean of Canterbury, spent 
three months in Russia in 1945. He has been 
visiting and defending the Soviet Union 
for 30 years. ‘‘The dominant word in Rus- 
sia,’’ he says, ‘‘is PLAN’’—and he is 
heartily in favor of strict governmental 
guidance. ‘‘Plan is the most original Soviet 
contribution to civilized living. Plan need 
never cramp, plan liberates.’’!!! 

(Note: According to news reports, John- 
son has been rebuled for his pro-Soviet pro- 
paganda by his superior, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury.) 


ANIMALS—BIRDS 
Speaking of Animals 

a Devoe Creative Age, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘, . . charming 
one senses the work of a thoughtful writ- 
Bee 

‘«He has chosen twenty-five birds, fish, in- 
sects, and animals, one for a chapter, be- 
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cause each one symbolizes something, for 
instance the otters, play, and the beavers, 
work. Rarely has there come into print gueh 
a fine over-all summary as ‘The Nesting of 
the Birds’.’’ 


Step Down, Elder Brother 

Josephina Niggli Rinehart, $3.00 
Bonaventure Schwinn in The Commonweal: 
‘*Monterey . . . novel of contemporary Mex. 
ican life . . . the place is a part of the plot, 
Miss Niggli knows the old city like her own 
back yard ... There are romances, conflicts, 
crises, and surprises galore. The characters 
are widely diversified and well drawn, .. 

‘¢. .. happily free from . . . lush lubri- 
city ... but it is infected with the natural- 
ism characteristic of most contemporary fie. 
tion. Fornication is planned and committed 
without any sense of sin and it is not fol- 
lowed by remorse. .+’’ 

AWR 


The Stoic 

Theodore Dreiser Doubleday, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘In ‘The Financier’ 
and ‘The Titan’, Theodore Dreiser put his 
hero on a high dramatic plane . . . ‘The 
Stoic’... finishes the series, is a step down 
from power ... the novel is only completed 
through notes put together by Dreiser's 
executors, the chapters leading to the end 
seem unfinished and undecided. . .’’ 

AWR 


The Story of American Railroads 

Stewart H. Holbrook Crown, $4.50 
A mixture of fact and whimsy detailing 
the many phases of railroad development, 
particularly throughout the West. Should be 
quite interesting to those who like fancy 
mixed with fact. 

A—HS—SAT 


The Story of Football 

Lamont Buchanan Stephen-Paul, $5.00 
This excellent illustrated history of the 
game can be recommended as _intercsting 
and comprehensive. 

A—HS—SAT 


RUSSIA 


The Strange Alliance 

John R. Deane Viking, $3.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . Major General 
Deane, U.S.A., secretary to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in Washington, lived in Rus 
sia from 1943 to 1945... he outlines a pro 
gram of action which combines a desire to 
maintain peace with readincss to use foree 
if necessary . .. ‘we can check any future 
aggression if we are alive to the danger that 
that confronts us. If we emulate the ostrich 
and bury our head in the sand, we shall get 
the resounding kick from a Russian boot 
that such an undignified posture invites’.” 
A—F 


Strange Life of Ivan Osokin 

P. D. Ouspensh y IIolme, $2.75 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: ‘‘.-: 
a pemmican novel, economical, dry, bare and 
exciting . The crisp, taut writing is 4 
delight . .. Whether read as novel, as alle 
gory, or as philosophy, this is both an alarm 
ing and an enchanting book.’’ 

A—F 


irst 

Charles Lee Robinson Day. $2.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘.. . incredibly bad writ 
ing .. . the general scheme of the book # 
acceptable. It attempts bravely to sum 
the spirit of modern Chile for yanqui 
G20” 


A—DM 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


This Is My Story 

Louis Budenz Whittlesey, $3.00 
Brtension: ‘*. . .He sincerely believed that 
Communism represented the best interests 
of the working man. After personally wit- 
nessing the techniques of lies and fear by 
ghich the Communist Party is controlled 
bere in America, and its shifting policies, 
Budenz was completely disillusioned .. . an 
exposé of an ever-present danger here in 
America ... an excellent review of the mod- 
em history and philosophy of the American 
Labor Movement. ’’ 

Rev. Henry A. MacEnery in The Monitor, 
San Francisco: ‘‘.. . it must be hailed as a 
compelling ‘Confession’ . . . it will live in 
the m'nds of the faithful as a moving docu- 
ment.’? os 

A—E—REC—REVD (p. 197, Vol. V) 


This Is Pearl 

Walter Millis Morrow, $4.00 
George T. Eberle in America: ‘*. . . while 
desrribing our military prenarations at 
Pearl Harbor and in the Philippines, has 
more to say about dinlomats than generals. 
Now we can understand why President 
Roosevelt was so slow in cutting off from 
Japan supplies of oil and serap iron. The 
whole world was at war; we were unpre- 
pared. Secretary Hull had to dissemble his 
wrath and play for time... 

f. . . the author achieves clearness and 
produces a readable record. The book de- 
serves a place in the American Ilistory sec- 
tion of the library.’’ 

AWR 


Thomas Edward Shields 

Justine Ward Scribner, $3.50 
The Priest: ‘*. . . It is the merit of Mrs. 
Ward’s book that she brings out the great- 
ness of the late, but, we fear. half-forgotten 
Thomas Edward Shields. Not fully, some 
will surely object; but at least opportunely 
and informatively ... this volume will stim- 
uate interest in all Catholic circles in the so- 
called Shields method . . . What our teach- 
ing sisters owe to his incredible tenacity of 
purpose, to his vision, and lofty zeal, ... no 
one can say. . .’? 

4A—REC 


JEFFERSON AS CLASSICIST 


Thomas Jefferson: American Humanist 
Karl Lehmann Mae, $4.50 


An erudite essay by professor of fine arts, N. 


'Y.U. Highly informative study of Jeffer- 


sn as a classicist as well as a statesman, 
and as one devoted to ancient literatures 
and philosophies as necessary equipment for 
ene and useful citizens. 

—F 
Three Generations 

Katherine Burton LG, $3.50 
Comfortable family chronicle of the Fitches, 
Ewings and Shermuns of Ohio, distinguished 
i patriotic, political, spiritual circles for 
their solid virtues, sterling values, and weak- 
ness for making history. Reassuring stuff, 
‘oming at a time when the world seems to 

flying apart—or indeed at any time. 

4—HS—F 
To the Bitter End 

Hans Bernd Gisevius H M, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . a conservative Ger- 
man bureaucrat has described in detail a 
mumber of Nazi developments and anti-Nazi 
‘onspiracies in which he had a part... 

“From his account ... the Nazis achieved 
‘position of power and, thereupon, sought a 
y of power. All of German life was 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


eventually coordinated in order to serve 
this power . . . Those who were minded to 
oppose Hitler . . . delayed themselves into 
ineffectiveness by talking about Hitler as a 
lesser evil . . . Finally, they desperately ree- 
ognized that all Germans had become guilty 
and that they would have to win the war or 
be ruined. . .’’ 
A—F 


Traditional'y Pennsylvania Dutch 
Smith & Thompson Hastings, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘ Anyone interested in 
American folklore will find this fragmentary 
series of brief notes on community life, 
crafts and food absorbing. . .’’ 
A—F 


Unconquered 

H. Neil Swanson Doubleday, $3.00 
Detailing the plot of this immoral, alleged 
historical clap-trap would be a waste of 
time and paper. Definitely unfit. Disap- 
proved. 

(Same publisher as Grenadine Etching, 
and Lo, the Former Egyptian). 

A—DIS 
The United States and Russia 

Vera Micheles Dean Harvard, $3.00 
W. H. Chamberlin in The Chicago Tribune: 
‘*. . . diseusses Russian history, Soviet poli- 
tical and economic institutions and the 
foreign policies both of the Soviet Union 
and of the United States . . . special stress 
on the causes of conflict between these two 
major powers . . . and the possibility of 
eliminating these causes . . . some factual 
slips .. . and many debatable expressions of 
opinion ... leans over backward so far in 
her effort to do justice to the Soviet view- 
point that she sometimes does less than 
justice to recent historical facts .. . adopts 
an attitude of Olympian neutrality as be- 
tween the American and Soviet systems 
which leads inevitably, if unconsciovsly. to 
a very considerable softening of the less 
pleasant aspects of the latter.’’ 
Unpopu'ar Opinions 

Dorothy L. Sayers H B, $3.09 
Dominicana: ‘‘, . . first section deals with 
various subjects . . . in their order to the 
Supreme Being. Much of what is said here 
is true, while some things may be ques- 
tioned . . . praiseworthy is her approach to 
these problems . . . heartening . . . to see 
that people .. . are striving toward an ac- 
tive, theological concent of being . . . On 
the whole .. . an interesting book.’’ 

A—SAT (WR) 
The Victim 

Saul Bellow Vanguard, $2.75 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘*. . . rather 
on the tense side, but it sags badly tuward 
the end ... Mr. Bellow seems. . . to be giv- 
ing us his thesis that man is but a creature 
of circumstance . . . enjoyable reading . . . 
bores at times by its talkativeness. . .’’ 

AWR 
A View of the Harbour 

Elizabeth Taylor Knopf, $3.00 
Talented writer’s newest slice of English 
life; exploits her recognized stylistic com- 
petence, but her view of the harbor—or 
rather of the assorted frustrated citizens 
domiciled in the crumbling resort-town—is 
incomplete, distorted and therefore false. If 
any moral can be imputed to it, it is con- 
tained in the last paragraph, where the arm 
of Providence is shown to be considerably 
longer than the arm of coincidence. 


—M. E. E. 
A—DM 
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Vi ’ Tangle 

rancois Mauriac S & W, $3.00 
Carol Jackson in Integrity: ‘‘. .. a tale of 
complacent Catholicism hiding the face of 
Christ from those He came to save... a 
magnificent novel, beautifully and skillfully 
written. ..’’ 

A—REC 


The Von Hassell Diaries 

Ulrich von Hassell Doubleday, $5.00 
George N. Shuster in The Catholic World: 
*¢. .. the diaries of a great German gentle- 
man, with an almost childlike faith in God 
and His righteousness, who risked every- 
thing, even life itself, in order to prove that 
Hitler was not the savior of his country but 
the scourge of mankind . . . they reveal the 
helplessness, stupidity and conventionalism 
of all but a few members of the German 
officer caste . . . there are many who will 
feel better about their time when they dis- 
cover that such a man once lived. . .’’ 

H. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: 
‘¢. . . The reading of this book by all Ger- 
man students should be made obligatory be- 
fore admitting them to any examination.’’ 

A—REC 
War As I Knew It 

George S. Patton, Jr. H M, $3.75 
The Saturday Review of Literature: ‘‘... 
Few leaders in all military history have ever 
been surer of themselves than George Smith 
Patton, Jr. . . . His own lively description of 
his moves proves that he had few peers in 
this or in any other war for the swift and 
bold maneuver that completely outwitted the 
enemy. Military history is the richer for the 
General’s analysis of his planning and per- 
formance . . . These military memoirs are 
exceptionally valuable source material in 
American history, in which General Patton 


has earned a distinguished place. . . 


A—F 
The Wedding Journey 

Walter D. Edmonds LB, $2.50 
The Sign: ‘‘... deftly wrought trifle, shot 
through with the color and charm of upper 
New York a century and more ago, which 
Mr. Edmonds now adds to his works.’’ 

A—HS—F 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
When the Mountain Fell 

C. F. Ramuz Pantheon, $2.50 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. .. For onomatopoeie 
eadence, for imagery, for dramatic tension, 
this novel has not been surpassed in modern 
literature. It has the grandeur of simplicity, 
the sincerity of a masterpiece.’’ 

Catholic Herald Citizen, Milwaukee: ‘‘... 
masterpiece of modern fiction. . .’’ 

Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘...a 
minor elassie . . . a beautiful story of the 
triumph of love over catastrophe.’’ 

A—HS—E—REV (p. 155) 

Where I Stand 
Harold E. Stassen Doubleday, $2.00 
America: ‘‘. . . Feeling that the successful 
operation of free and fair capitalism is the 
key to the solution of other governmental 
problems, the author concentrates on this 
int. ee, 
Ws Panteniaial to the maintenance of our 
social structure is the smooth functioning of 
industrial relations . . . The corrective legis- 
lation which he thinks was needed has been 

rovided by the Taft-Hartley Act ... ‘The 

ill goes too far in some particulars. But 
not very much, and not enough to be a seri- 
ous defect’.’’ 

AWE 
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BIRD PHOTOGRAPHS 
Wing; in the Wilderness 

Allan D. Cruic’ shank Oxford, $6 00 
The Commonweal: ‘*...a new collection of 
what are probably the 125 most magnificent 
bird photographs in the world. . . 

‘¢.. . you shall enjoy (it) ... if there is 
any feeling for beauty in you at all. [f you 
are a photographer of any kind, this book 
is something you can’t afford to miss. . .’’ 


You Rolling River 

Archie Binns Scribner, $3.09 
The Catholic World: ‘*... The river... is 
the Columbia in Oregon .. . It is with As- 
toria, the city built on stilts . . . that this 
story is chiefly concerned. . . 

‘¢. . . Captain Roger Collins, the gay 
young blade married to lovely Rita . . . must 
be considered the protagonist . . . The final 
conquest of the river over their love pro- 
vides the major tragedy of the story.’’ 

A—SAT 
You're the Boss 

Edward J. Flynn Viking, $3 00 
Joseph McSorley in The Catholic World: 
‘¢., . deals with ‘practical politics’... Mr. 
Flynn aims to instruct—not to edify. He 
reveals himself as an out-and-out realist; 
professes no devotion to lofty ideals; frank- 
ly discloses his active share in ‘deals’ which 
average citizens would call ‘dirty.’ Like Mr. 
Farley in Behind the Ballots, he affirms—at 
least cquivalently—that the difference be- 
tween himself and other more virtuous- 
seeming figures is, that he tells the truth 
and they do not... 

‘¢. .. we hope that non-Catholies will not 
gather their notion of Catholic ethical stand- 
ards from Mr. Flvnn's book. Any readers 
disposed to entertain such a false idea 
should look over Dr. Connell’s recent 
Morals in Politics and Professions.’’ 

A—DM 
Whistling Wings 

Martin Bovey Doubleday, $7.50 

(il. Francis Lee Jaques) 

With photographs by author and son, Mar- 
tin, Jr., and charming decorations. Makes a 
princely gift for a man who has leisure and 
wherewithal for hunting—as well as for any- 
one who likes to read about roughing it from 
the safe distance of his fireside. Contains a 
great deal of informal instruction in ‘‘ gun 
manners’’ and all phases of water-fowling, 
with not a little lyricism of a _ perfectly 
natura] kind. The enchantment of hunting 
is easier to understand when Mr. Bovey 
explains it. 

A—SAT 


Wi'l Dollars Save the World? 

Henry Hazlitt A-C, $1.50 
The Sign: ‘*... Mr. Hazlitt has a positive 
loathing for economic planning on the part 
of governments. To it he attributes most of 
Europe’s trouble ... For the United States 
to shoulder a relief burden as extensive as 
the European Recovery Plan is in his opin- 
ion tantamount to condemning itself to the 
same kind of a controlled economy . . . he 
warns that it is foolish to expect gratitude 
from the countries aided by financial relief 
... Mr. Hazlitt admits that his book is pri- 
marily a tissue of negative arguments... A 
goad of this kind is desirable. . .’’ 

AWR 


Wilson: The Road to the White Hous? 

Arthur Link Princeton, $5.00 
America: ‘*... new light on several aspects 
of Wilson’s career as President of Prince- 
ton and Governor of New Jersey, also on 


MOTHER AGATHA, 0.8.0. 


We are happy to hear that a dear 
friend of Books ov TRIAL was hon- 
ored at her Golden Jubilee in Wil- 
mington, Del. The Bishop of Wil- 
mington presided, and both the 
mayor and the governor of Delaware 
were present. 

Mother Agatha was, if not the 
founder. at least one of the founders, 
of the Catholic Library Association. 
According to the C. LZ. World, the 
other was Rev. Paul J. Foik, C.S.C., 
but at a meeting in 1939 each de- 
ferred to the other. 

As to the credit for initiating the 
teaching of library science at The 
Catholic University, there seems to 
be no argument as to Mother 
Agatha’s having been the first teach- 
er, after having persuaded the then 
rector to allow the course to be in- 
troduced. Ad Multos Annos,. 





the much-debated Convention of 1912... 
with which event the volume ends... He 
has brought us nearer to a satisfactory un- 
derstanding of a great and puzzling man 
than any other Wilson scholar.’’ 

A—SAT 


THEOLOGICAL 


Apologia pro Vita Sua, The Idea of a 
University, A Grammar of Assent 


John Newman L. G., ea. $3.50 
(ed. Charles Frederick Harrold) 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . It would be hard 


to quarrel with the choice of the first three 
volumes to appear... 

‘¢. . . the Apologia gives the example of 
the heroism of a man who followed truth 
bravely and unselfishly through darkness and 

ae 
. ‘¢. .. The Idea of a University is at least 
one step in the right direct‘on for a world 
lost in the trackless wastes of modern higher 
education. 

‘The Grammar of Assent... can still 
restore to the bewildered multitude a legiti- 
mate reason for believing in God’s revela- 
ae 

A—F 


The Apostolic Fathers. Vol. I of “The 
Writings of the Fathers of the Church” 


tr. F. X. Glimm, J. M. F. Marique, S.J., 
& G. G. Walsh, S.J. Cima, $4.00 


Dominicana: ‘*, . . generous footnotes, ref- 
erences, and brief commentaries which clar- 
ify much possible ambiguity and dispel all 
fears of infidelity ... the English ... grace- 
ful... . The echo of tradition is on every 
page, vigorous and hallowed ...’’ 

Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘*. . . rich in 
that special kind of timeliness which is al- 
ways the mark of timelessness . . . The 
various letters of the early Saints and 
Fathers breathe the spirit of the Enistles, 
for this is the very morning of the Church, 
with Rome demonstrably, vigorously its cen- 
ter.’’ 

A—REC 


_—_— 


St. Augustine: Faith, Hope and Ch 

tr. Lowis A. Arand, 8.8. | Newman, $2.50 
Condensed review by Rev. John P. Klei 
Ph.D., Pontifical College Josephinum: ‘*, , , 
third in new series of translations of the 
Church Fathers edited by Dr. Plumpe & Dr, 
Quasten of Catholic University of America 

- excellent translation & an illuminating 
Introduction & notes ... Chief significanee 
and value of Faith, Hope and Charity ig 
that in it a supreme mind of Christendom 
offers, for the first time, a brief, systematic 
résumé of the principle doctrines of the 
Faith. ... That is why the popular name of 
the book has long been the Enchiridion, 
which means ‘handbook’ . . . stresses points 
vital to his day and ours, ... a fairly com. 
plete compendium of his whole theology and 
the system on which it rests...’’ 

A—F 
Brother to Brother 

Henry Brenner, O.S.B. Grail, $1.25 
Dominicana: ‘*. . . written to enkindle in 
the hearts of men a sincere love for one 
another . . . treats of the virtues connected 
with charity in a practical manner. Living 
examples of present day acts of charity and 
the words of Sacred Scripture are used quite 
frequently ...’’ 

A—HS—SAT 


The Christ of Catholocism 

Dom Aelred Graham LG, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘*, .. can be used for solid spirit- 
ual reading . .. employed as a source book 
for-sermons and as an excellent commentary 
on much of the New Testament . . . should 
be read by priests . . . seminarians, and all 
who are interested in the presentation of 
theology in our native tongue.’’ 


Cobble Stones of Galilee 
W. Leo Murphy Salvatorian, $2.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*. .. a score of simple 
fervorinos—that is his name for them—on 
the boyhood of Jesus Christ .. .’’ 
A—HS—SAT 


Dear Bishop 

Catherine de Hueck 8 & W, $1.75 
Integrity: ‘*. . . short . . . very readable, 
and packed with meaty, thought-provoking 
material for everyone, priest or layman... 
guaranteed to dispel complacency, goad to 
action, and renew our charity toward our 
brother sheep who are lost in a cement 
desert...’ 

A—REC 


For Thee Alone 

H. J. Beutler, C.M. Herder, $2.50 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . twenty confer 
ences for religious women by an experienced 
retreat master... remarkable both for their 
mastery of the science of the spiritual life 
and for their common sense advice to both 
superiors and subjects ...’’ 

A—F 


FOR FREQUENT COMMUNICANTS 
From Holy Communion to the 
Blessed Trinity 

M. V. Bernadot, O.P. Newman, $1.50 
The Sign: ‘*... reprint... to help us ap 
preciate the value of our own lives when we 
live them in Christ.’’ 

A—REC 


Fundamental Rubrics 
John C. O’ Leary 
Catholic Library World: ‘*, 


Newman, $1.75 
. . 282 rules for 
the fundamental ceremonies of the Chureb 
. recommended to colleges and seminar 
ies,’’ 
A—F—REV (p. 105) 
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GREGORIAN CHANT 
Fundamentals of Gregorian Chant 
Dominic Keller, O.8.B. St. John’s, 75¢ 
An eminently practical manual by an ex- 
perienced teacher of beginners—primarily a 
handbook or workbook, with a helpful bib- 
liography, sample problems, questions, stu- 
dent exercises. 80 pages. 
A—SAT 


The Intellectual Life 

A. D. Sertillanges, O.P. Newman, $3.09 
Dominicana: ‘*. . . should be read by every- 
one who aspires to lead the intellectual life 
... Pere Sertillanges in his admirable treat- 
ment descends to the practical order, and 
tells his readers how to put the speculative 
principles he enunciates into operation in 
their own life and work. ...’’ 

A—E—REC 
The Life of Christ 

Giuseppe Ricciotti Bruce, $7.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . contains all that 
the average person needs to know of New 
Testament times, places and persons... 

‘¢.., Father Ricciotti has the latest fruits 
of scriptural research and archeological dis- 
coveries at his disposal .. .’’ 


Light Over Fatima 
Charles C. O’Connell Mercier, $2.00 
Catholic Library World: ‘*. .. the story of 
Fatima through the medium of a novel... 
a difficult task . . . handled skillfully.’’ 
A—F 


The Manifold Mass and The 
Invisible Child 

C.C. Martindale, S.J. S & W, $1.50 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘...a 
playlet showing the changes that might be 
conceived as taking place in heaven as the 
result of one Mass ... a series of beautiful 
episodes ... illustrating how the Christ 
Child could not have intervened in human af- 


fairs.’’ 
A—HS—F 
Miracles. A Preliminary Study 
C. S. Lewis Mac, $2.50 


Dominicana: ‘‘... aim... to give some 
valid proof for the possibility and proba- 
bility of the miraculous . . . cannot be ree- 
ommended for Catholics because of the sev- 
eral errors it proposes. . . With his orthodox 
leanings. . . Lewis needs someone te hand 
him a good treatise on Catholic Apologetics. 
Then we might have the middle twentieth 
century Chesterton to whom Mr. Lewis is 
often fondly compared by his Catholic ad- 
mirers,’? 

AWR—REV (p. 159) 
Mother F. A. Forbes, Religious 
of the Sacred Heart 

G. A. Sheil LG, $2.75 
Catholic Library World: ‘*. . . 134 letters 
and short memoirs . . . 1869 to 1936... por- 
tray a strong Scottish convert and a pow- 
ful, well trained mind . . . high school girls 
and general adult readers.’’ 
4—HS—F 


Our Blessed Mother 
Edward Leen, C.8.Sp., $ 
John Kearney, C.8.Sp. Kenedy, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*, . . the thoughts of two emi- 
Rent spiritual writers on Mary, the Mother 
of God . . . made possible through the dili- 
ence of the Sisters who faithfully recorded 
conferences of Fathers Leen and Kear- 
ney... lacks the finished style that we asso- 
tiate with their previous writings ... has a 
plicity, directness, and charm. . .’’ 
4—HS—F 


The Person and the Common Good 

Jacques Maritain Scribner, $2.00 
The Sign: ‘‘Just how the person is a part 
of society and not at the same time a cog in 
the machinery of the state is the question 
... Maritain answers ... a welcome addi- 
~ — Maritain library.’’ 


The Pews Talk Back 

Lul e Missett, C.P. Newman, $1.50 
Condensed review by V. F. Kienberger, O. 
P.: ‘*... author... asked his listeners to 
tell him what defects they found in one of 
his Easter sermons. We can profit by the 
forthright answers they gave him. . . Surely 
every priest wishes to preach the word of 
God effectively to the lambs and sheep of 
the fold who are hungering for true doc- 
trine. And how few clergy are able to speak 
to children! . . . Among the lessons ineul- 
eated by this book is that the preacher is 
made, not born. He can be self-taught. This 
manual has a definite, encouraging message 
for every beginner. Knowledge plus practice 
has turned a dull, mediocre speaker into an 
effective preacher, This treatise essays to 
supply the knowledge. The reader will sup- 
ply the practice ... The curse of mediocrity 
can be lifted by diligence in handling and 
enunciating God’s holy Word. Tolle et 
lege!’? 

A—REC 


Philosophy Without Tears 

Arthur Little, S.J. D&S, $2.00 
John 8S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*...a series of dialogues... brief, 
simple, arresting and entertaining, written 
to engage the attention of the ordinary lis- 
tener... 

*¢. . . intended for those who lack the op- 
portunity for further study of philosophy, 
but would gladly have, in an easy form, 
some philosophical foundation for forming 
opinions on the questions of the day’... 

‘¢. .. the dialogues . . . are erisp, to the 
point, often scintillating. . . Flavored with 
wit, these pages from Father Little’s inci- 
sive pen sparkle with wisdom.’’ 

A—F 


The Priest: His Dignity and Obligat:ons 

St. John Eudes 

(tr. W. Leo Murphy) Kenedy, $3.00 

Dominicana: ‘*. . .compilation of three of 
his works which considers .. . the dignity 
and obligations of the priesthood; the apos- 
tolic life of the preacher . . . and practical 
advice to confessors ... (also) a series of 
concise meditations . . . very simple and 
elear in style. ..’’ 

A—F 


The Roman Ritual. Vol. III: 
The Blessings 

tr. §& ed. Philip Weller Bruce, $7.50 
‘‘In Latin and English with Rubrics and 
Plainchant Notation.’’ 

Msgr. Martin B. Hellriegel in Orate Fra- 
tres: ‘*. .. Under seven headings . . . Fa- 
ther Weller assembled the Church’s wonder- 


_ ful blessings whose purpose is to bring to a 


rich unfolding ‘the willingness of Christ to 
consecrate the world by His merciful Com- 
ing’. . . The English-speaking world, cleri- 
eal and lay, owes a debt of deep gratitude 
to Father Weller for dedicating his time 
and talents to the translating and editing 
of the Roman Ritual . . . I would not know 
what better Christmas gift to give to priests, 
— - educated layfolk. . .’’ 


Saint Andrew Daily Missal 
(Pocket edition in four volumes) 
Lohmann, $3.50 
Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘We have 
found this an ideal Missal for our own use. 
All the four volumes, one for each part of 
the ecclesiastical year, can be easily carried 
in the pocket; their flexible binding wears 
well, the print is easy to read, and they are 
edited by a famous liturgical authority, Dom 
Gaspar Lefebvre, O.8.B. English predomi- 
nates, though the Ordinary of the Mass is 
given ry Latin as well.’’ 


Sanctity Will Out 
Georges Bernanos S & W, $1.50 


The Sign: ‘*...had a good idea... wanted 
to tell us that the spirit of sanctity is the 
spirit of childhood; and the spirit of child- 
hood is the heart of the world . . . wanted to 
protest against the stewardship of those who 
are old in spirit ...of those who have 
winked at evil . . . nurtured themselves at 
the breasts of opportunism. . . 


‘*Presumably, he wanted to extol the sim- 
ple wisdom of spiritual childhood, with its 
eapacity for love and indignation . . . But, 
unhappily, he has missed his mark... 
seems to have lost sight of childhood’s readi- 
ness to forget the ugly and to allow itself 
to be exhilarated by all the beauty. . . 


‘* Mr. Bernanos set out to chastise a spirit 
which deserved to be flayed; but he would 
have administered the flogging more ceffec- 
tively had his enthusiasm for the job been 
tempered bv a greater concern for avoiding 
half-truths. ’’ 

A—DM 


Slow Dawning 

Jane Hawes (pseud.) Herder, $3.00 
Emmanuel: ‘*... chatty book ... for non- 
Catholies . . . interested in the Church and 
especially for those who know they will re- 
main without its pale ... The author terms 
her book a first reader for non-Catholics, set- 
ting forth truths they never knew or heard 
of, or regarding which their knowledge or 
hearsay is tinctured with prejudice or ig- 
norance. .. 


‘¢. .. Miss Hawes had a definite plan and 
her manuscript was corrected by the anony- 
mous Father Brown, whom she heard over 
the radio and who later instructed her. The 
reviewer begs the publisher to issue a paper- 
cover edition. He wishes to give it to non- 
Catholics, and prospective converts.’’ 


(Now it can be told—BOT I new it all the 
time — that Jane Hawes is Mrs. Russell 
Shiras of Oalland, quondam BOT contribu- 
tor, and Father Brown is no less than Arch- 
bishop Lucey, then a Cal'fornia priest. 
—Ed.) 

A—REC 


Windows Westward 
Very Rev. Stephen C. Gulovich, 

8.T.D., Ph.D. MeMullen, $2.50 
America: ‘‘, . .bound to arouse controver- 
sy... addition to the all-too-meager litera- 
ture on the subject, as an accurate presen- 
tation of the major religious problem of our 
day ... accurate analysis of the point of 
view which Orthodoxy opposes to Catholi- 
cism . . . we judge Windows Westward a 
basic book . . . ample bibliography. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 163) 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


Older Boys and Girls 


Twelve Tales of the Life & 
Adventures of St. Imaginus 

Frances Margaret McGuire S&W, $1.50 

Reviewed by Sister M. Gustave, 

O.P., Visitation High School, Chi- 

cago. 

This is as delightful a book as one is 
privileged to read in these times of 
too much superficial writing. Though 
ostensibly for children, any adult 
who has retained his sense of wonder 
will find these imaginary tales irre- 
sistib'e. 

While the flavor of the saint him- 
self is of the Middle Ages or earlier, 
he seems to belong equally to the 20th 
eentury, for he is disconcertingly 
familiar with airplanes, cars, fac- 
tories, and stock-brokers. Further- 
more, he has the power of working 
miracles, not always to the advantage 
of the public. Characteristic was the 
time he caused wheat to spring up 
overnight in such abundance that it 
filled the very streets of the city and 
angered the business men _ because 
they cou'd not drive their cars nor 
sell bread at exorbitant prices to the 
poor. 

At last, embarrassed by some of 
the saint’s miracles, the superior of 
Imaginus forbade him to perform 
any more without express permission. 
What astonishment must have filled 
the heart of the bricklayer, who, fall- 
ing from a roof, was commanded by 
the saint to hang in mid-air while he 
hastened home to get permission to 
save the workman from being killed 
on the pavement below. 

Betty Arnott has caught the spirit 
of St. Imaginus in her lively and 
charming i lustrations. The pseudo- 
scholarly editorial apparatus adds the 
fun, though the youngsters of course 
won’t get it. 





David Livingstone, Foe of Darkness 
Jeanette Eaton Morrow, $3.00 


This life of David Livingstone in the 
form of a historical novel for children 
is very well done. It tells of the work 
and discoveries of a great man, with- 
out bogging down as a story, yet with- 
out overdramatizing. The book wi'l 
prove a piece of unbtrusive and 
sane education on a subject too often 
treated rather frantically—the prob- 
lem of race prejudice. 

Yet this story can hardly be recom- 
mended for Catholic chiidren. The 
Protestant attitude toward religion is 
all too present throughout the book. 


The soul is given second place to the 
body, salvation bows to hygiene. Cath- 
olic youth absorbs too much of this at- 
mosphere already without going to 
books for it, no matter how well they 
are written. 

—ZJ. T. B. 





Adventure in Russia 

Ruth Epperson Kennell Messner, $2.50 

Reviewed by T. 8. Preston. 

A really good tale, with suspense, high 
courage, and the fascination of far 
strange places seen through the eyes 
of a boy who might be the reader him- 
self. Misha, war orphan of Leningrad, 
and Gira, a Kirghiz girl ‘‘with 24 
pigtails’’ have quite believable adven- 
tures in the mountains above Lake 
Issyk-Kul, on the Russian-Chinese 
border. And through all the action is 
woven a terrific amount of detail 
about life in Central Asia, both an- 
cient nomadic and modern Russian,— 
fascinating and painless education! 
Our j.g. reviewer, 13, was most en- 
thusiastic ! 





Paul Dunbar and His Song 

Virginia Cunningham DM, $2.75 

Reviewed by Sister Mary of the 

Incarnation, C.D.P., Saint Anne 

Convent, Melbourne, Ky. 

A life story this, of the Negro poet 
who rose almost incredibly from the 
normal squalid surroundings experi- 
enced by so many of his race in our 
country to an intellectual and aesthe- 
tic level that brought him, in these 
respects, desired fu fillment. 

Paul Laurence Dunbar, tke loved 
poet of the late 19th century and the 
dawn of this, has found in Miss Cun- 
ningham, who is also a native of Day- 
ton, Ohio, a most sympathetic and 
able biographer. Apart from a drop 
of bitterness which she injects into 
her references to Negro slavery, the 
biography is oie that our highschool 
students, white or colored, skould 
read for tolerance, Christian encour- 
agement, and wise patience. 

What her story of Paul reveals, 
however, is a Negro child of a remark- 
ably fine Negro mother. Paul’s 
‘*Ma,’’ who cou'd hardly read or 


write and who ‘‘took in’’ washing all 


her life that he might have an educa- 
tion, is the heroine of this book and 
of Paul’s life. From her who allowed 
herself to tell the child only of ‘‘the 
hours that shone’’ in her memory of 
slavery he inherited—if such a thing 
can be—his poetic spirit; from her, 
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without a doubt, came his intrepid. 
ity. 

The poet’s life is shown as conneét. 
ed with Protestantism at almost every 
step. One feels that he needed Catholi. 
cism ; its practice would have support. 
ed him against the weakness that 
marred his later years and would 
have helped sustain the marriage 
that promised so much yet came go 
sadly to naught. ‘‘Dunbar’s Catholic 
friends’’ are mentioned once and no 
more, and the poet dies tragica'ly un- 
consoled by religious ministration. 

A story of intellectual and aesthetic 
fulfillment, therefore, but not of the 
spiritual in the supernatural and 
sacramental sense. This side was ar. 
rested in the man or completely ig. 
nored by the biographer. 





Return to the Level Land 

Dola de Jong Scribner, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Leo Gonzaga, 

S.C.L., Saint Mary College, 

Xavier, Kansas. 

Brief moment with accent on the fam- 
ily, characterizes this sequel to Level 
Land. The theme of the novel is ex- 
pressed by the author herself in the 
words of Vader: 

‘*People are like rubber-bands, You 
stretch them and let go. They spring 
right back... They can take a lot 
without snapping. They get back to 
normal —a_ little wiser, but not 
changed much’’. 

A simple story directly told 
through the dialogue and actions of 
Van Oordts and their guests. The 
quaintness lent by the site of the 
Level Land near Arnhem in Holland 
is intensified by the spontaneous ex- 
pressions and names of the charac 
ters. Homespun humor, refreshing in- 
timacy and sincerity in the domestic 
relationships draw the reader into the 
fami'y circle. 

So effortlessly told, the story may 
be read and enjoyed by a child. In it 
the adult finds beneath the simplicity 
of the narrative, the wisdom of the 
ages enunciated by Moeder: 

‘« .. from now on each of you takes 
the responsibility for whatever he 
does . . . whatever we do is not be- 
cause of the war, but because we did 
it.’ 

Throughout the novel music, art, 
and beauty supersede the cruel met- 
ories of war and the stern realities of 
readjustment. 

The full-page pen sketches by Jane 
Castle are a reflection of the imag’ 
the reader has built up as he reads— 
so definitely has the artist caught the 
spirit of the book! 
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Buckskin Brigade 

Jim Kjelgaard Holiday, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister M. Gustave, 
O.P. 

This is a collection of stories to chal- 
lenge the imaginations of youthful 
readers and fire their hearts with ad- 
miration for the brave men and wom- 
ew who opened up the frontiers of 
America. Based on historical facts, 
each story relates some of the stirring 
adventures characteristic of the lives 
of those who developed America 
during the different periods of its 
history. 

Among the adventurers whose dar- 
ing deeds, as related in this book, give 
a cross-section of the American Saga 
from 1506 to 1844 are: the St. Malo 
fishermen, saved by their felling of a 
huge pine on Cape Breton, Father Le 
Caron whose bag of seeds rescued 
him from death at the hands of a 
band of savage Nipissings, Cap 
Gitchie whose red rooster became fam- 
ous up and down the Mississippi 
River, John Colter who outran a 
Blackfoot Indian, escaping with lit- 
erally nothing more than his own 
skin, Ryder Jackson, hazarding the 
dangers of the Santa Fe Trail, and 
Jim Clyman who risked his own life 
to guide to safety a family stranded 
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains dur- 
ing a blizzard. 

Told with warmth and restraint, 
these stories present the heroes un- 
named in the ordinary history book— 
the forgotten missionary, the wood 
rumors, rivermen, long hunters, fur 
traders, scouts, and mountain guides. 
To the modern mind they may appear 
picturesque, romantic, but the dan- 
gers they faced were real and terri- 
ble. Today, perhaps more than ever, 
these almost forgotten men stand for 
asymbol of what made America pos- 
sible—courage, determination, trust 
in God. Jt is well to give this collec- 
tion of courageous deeds to American 
youth to bolster up its faith in ideals 
which are questioned by too many 
faint-hearted modern patriots. 





Fighting Frigate 
Edward Buell Hungerford 
(Il. Ernie King) W&F, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, 
0.P 


This historical novel of the War of 
1812, invests the battle between the 
Constitution and the British Gwer- 
nere with real significance. 
Alexander Wakefield, an English- 
an, and Ben Hodges, a certified 
erican seaman, leaned on the rail 
of the American ship Wayfarer and 
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discussed the unfair actions of the 
British in taking American men from 
American ships. The discussion was 
timely since they feared being taken 
captive themselves. These fears were 
reaiized when the Wayfarer was 
overtaken by the Guerriere. Alex was 
simply commanded to go to the Brit- 
ish ship but Ben was taken by force 
because he was young and strong. 
Mark, Ben’s brother, fought furiously 
on board the famous Constitution, 
whose nickname ‘‘O'd_ Ironsides’’ 
came later. Among the historical 
characters mentioned we find Paul 
Revere, an old man in 1812, who 
cheers and urges on Mark and his 
friends. Revere is refreshing—we so 
seldom meet him off his horse! 


Author, a teacher of English at 
Northwestern University, has written 
the story so well that the older chil- 
dren for whom it is intended will be 
rather conscious of the War of 1812, 
its cause and implications. 


Older Girls 
CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S BOOK CLUB 


Waverly 


Amelia Elizabeth Walden Morrow, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Hester, 
S.S.N.D., Academy of Our Lady, 
Chicago. 





It is difficult to see the reason for the 
Catholic Children’s Book Club’s 
choice of this book as its November 
selection. On the surface it is a run- 
of-the-mill college story with the un- 
developed midwestern youngster find- 
ing herself in the atmosphere of the 
girls’ college ‘‘with a tradition.’’ If 
it were no more than that it would 
be innocuous enough and justifiable 
as bait for the girl who dislikes read- 
ing and needs chocolate syrup in her 
milk. 


But Waverly from book jacket to 
final chapter is so cut from the pat- 
tern of materialism as to make it 
doubtful fare for young Catholics. 


The jacket showing the heroine in 
extreme decolletage is scarcely in 
conformity with the norms of Chris- 
tian modesty, though the author 
seems to imply that those who hold 
such opinions need a wider and 
broader vision. On p. 186 her heroine 
seems slightly silly when she herself 
does not think it ‘‘quite decent.’’ But 
she gets over her prudery as she 
gains poise and experience. The impli- 
cation is clear—and dangerous. 

While a book for Catholic children 
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need not be any more pietistic than 
the reading of their elders, any book 
which ignores Christ on Christmas 
ean scarcely be said to be Christian. 
Chapter 23 does a nice job of getting 
through the day with a hike through 
the snow, a breakfast in an interest- 
ing little New England roadhouse, an 
inspection of a tiny white church 
which does not have services because 
‘*it is a historic landmark. They keep 
it open every day from six to six or 
something like that . . . the rows of 
creamy white pews had been freshly 
painted and a simple lectern stood at 
the front,’’ and the day closes with 
the heroine receiving a gift of silver 
and pink coral earrings, the ‘‘kind 
that dangled.’’ There is no sugges- 
tion of Holy Mass with Communion, 
of Bethlehem, or Christ. 

The adult reader may be amused at 
the naive solution of grave world 
problems without Christ or religion. 
The young reader may be misled by 
the smooth plausibility. 

In the opinion of this reviewer 
Waverly is not a book for young 
Catholics. 





Those Terrible Teens 


Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. MeMullen, $2.25 
The Sign: ‘*.. . proceeds with unharnessed 
frankness to tell the normal good Catholic 
high school girl just where she falls short of 
real perfection . . . straight-from-the-shoulder 
candor . .. Discusses such matters as lack of 
courtesy, selfishness in the home, snobbish- 
ness, and envy. . .’’ 

HS—E—REC 





Anne Snow, Mountain Nurse 

Dorothy Deming, R.N. DM, $2.25 

Reviewed by Sister M. Loyola, 
R.S.M. 

Like many others, Anne Snow found 
the possession of her ‘‘sheepskin’’ 
much less thrilling than its anticipa- 
tion. She discovered that precious and 
solidly-formed friendships must be 
broken and she must choose one of 
the many opportunities offered to the 
graduate nurse. Being self-sufficient 
she made her future plans independ- 
ent of the Counsellor of Nurses’ as- 
sistance. She craved excitement, 
emergencies, and something new and 
different. Nursing in the saddle, ’way 
back in the mountains of Tennessee, 
was the answer. There she found her 
thirst for pioneer nursing sated and 
her longing to captivate the able Dr. 
Brown satisfied. 

Author uses a style befitting her 
portrayal of an ideal clean-living, 
self-sacrificing nurse. Both characters 
and the diction are free from shad- 
ings and objectionable suggestions. 
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Susan B. Anthony: Champion of 
Women’s Rights 


Florence Horn Bryan Messner, $2.75 


Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, 
O.S.F. 

When Susan B. Anthony was born 
American Laws were based on Eng- 
lish Common Law, which made all 
women minors, declared them inferior 
to men, closed business enterprises to 
them, and gave the children of a mar- 
riage to the father alone to dispose of 
as he pleased. What was more exas- 
perating still, not only colleges but 
high schoo's as well were closed to 
girls. Teaching, factory-work or 
housework were their only occupa- 
tions. Where the dullest boy received 
$10 a week as a teacher, a girl—even 
the brightest—received $2.50. 

Observing, listening to and living 
through some of these harrying ex- 
periences, quiet little Susan deter- 
mined to change all that. Inspired by 
Elizabeth Stanton and Lucretia Mott, 
two understanding spirits, she became 
the champion of women’s rights. At 
28, she decided to shun marriage and 
spend the rest of her life changing 
the lives of girls and women, ine’ud- 
ing the downtrodden colored women. 
The work was not easy. It dictated 
traveling from city to city and talk- 
ing before audiences who jeered at 
her ‘‘revolutionary’’ ideas. 

When arrested in 1872 for casting 
a vote in the elections and fined one 
hundred dollars, Susan was subjected 
to the most unjust and sensational 
trials in history. But her determina- 
tion and dynamic personality carried 
her through all legal injustices and, 
though a woman, she proved that 
‘‘might never decided what was 
right.’’ She died in 1906, leaving 
loyal champions to carry on the fight 
till 1920, when women were finally 
enfranchised. 

The book is well written and de- 
serves a place on the required reading 
shelf of social studies. 





Adventure in Bluejeans 

Helen Jull Jacobs DM, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister H. Hester, 
S.S.N.D. 

This is a refreshing little book with 
all the ingredients of a good tale— 
novelty, excitement, conflict, and a 
multiple happy ending. 

The contrast between the artificial 
stimulus of city living and the real 
and satisfying joys of farm life is 
convincingly shown. If the farm is a 
bit idealistic and unusual, the fact is 
nicely balanced by-the fine attitude 





toward work. Characterization is 
sketchy but good ; the children possess 
reality and charm. 

Miss Jacobs manages her back-to- 
the-earth propaganda cleverly. There 
are several sharp statements on un- 
selfishness, independence, reliability, 
and work, but they are tactfully con- 
cealed in dialogue and action. 

Probably the most effective bit in 
the book is its treatment of the col- 
ored caretaker and his family and 
friends. The casual naturalness of the 
relation is its most convincing quality, 
and if the young reader absorbs this 
alone the book will be worth the read- 
ing. 
Add blood-poisoning, a mischievous 
little sister, fire, a county fair, and a 
dog show with prizes for all—and you 
have a book to be recommended. 


The Betty Betz Party Book 

Betty Betz G & D, $2.50 
Alleged social guide—slangy—verses—songs, 
with words and music—space for addresses. 
Frothy, and superficially witty—should not 
harm the sensible teen-ager. 

HS—SAT (WR) 





Four Young Teachers 
Genevieve Chase DM, $2.25 


Reviewed by ig M. Gustave, 
PP. 

In addition to their schoolwork and 
social activities, four highschool girls 
devote a considerable part of the last 
five months of their senior year get- 
ting first-hand information about 
teaching. They spend a day in a third 
grade classroom and in a rural school, 
visit the home economics department 
in their own high school, are guests 
of Aunt Bess who teaches under- 
privileged chi'dren in a city school, 
and terminate their quest in an insti- 
tution for handicapped children. 

This is not a book for anyone seek- 
ing a story full of excitement. Neces- 
sarily, because of its factual content, 
it moves slowly. The experiences of 
the girls observing different teaching 
situations are loosely tied together by 
their good times outside of school, 
conversations about the future, and 
the mystery surrounding the dedica- 
tion of the highschool annual. 

Anyone interested in facts about 
the various aspects of teaching, how- 
ever, will find this book profitable 
reading. In a time when teachers are 
desperately needed, this book may in- 
spire other girls than its own heroines 
to discover that teaching is one of the 
most gratifying and adventurous of 
professions. 

This is Genevieve Chase’s first book 
for young people. Dr. Chase is herself 
a teacher and psychologist. 
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Older Boys 


Gridiron Challenge 
Jacl son Scholz Morrow, $2.50 


A good, fast-moving story of a vil'ain. 
hero and his gradual conversion from 
evil ways. It is vastly superior to the 
usual all-black villain and all-white 
hero found in so many juvenile books, 
The football side of the story has an 
authentic ring—probab'y because the 
author is an athlete himself. 

It is too bad, however, that so few 
of these books go beyond mere good- 
fellowship and team spirit. Heroes 
strike one as so ineffectual when they 
finally decide to do the right thing 
for an inadequate reason. 

The book is good, though, and de. 
serves to be recommended. 

—J.T.B. 





Galapagos Bound! Smuggling in the 


Tuna Fleet 
Feliz Riesenberg, Jr. DM, $2.25 


Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 
This is another of the almost adult 
books that make entertaining reading 
for anyone who likes adventure. A 
young midshipman on his first long 
voyage overhears a conversation and 
finds himself involved in a smuggling 
p‘ot. Captain, mate, and helmsman 
are all murdered simultaneously and 
the crew is in a serious predicament 
until two men from the Navy take 
over and the smugglers are finally 
tracked down. Although the main 
plot is harrowing, the side issues are 
of great interest. Tuna and shark fish- 
ing are excitingly portrayed. Also, 4 
Chubasco, or tropical storm, is one of 
the most hazardous I’ve ever lived 
through in fiction. The book is not by 
any means a literary gem, but boys 
wi.l love it. 





Jerry Dowd, Fraternity Man 
Lawrence A. Keating Lantern, $2.50 


This book should be in all highschool 
libraries, and is recommended for 
young people of highschool age for 
its important views on _ highschool 
fraternities. 

—J.C.T. 





The Bears’ Famous Invasion of Sic/ly 

Dino Buzzati (il. Author) Pantheon, $2.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘.. . one of the astonish- 
ing and delightful features of the scason’ 
publishing . . . swings along like a Chester 
ton ballad ... it presents a breathless comis 
tragic strip . . . As you read you are at’ 
play, at the cinema, in a dream, in some 
vaster puppet show than you have cvé 
imagined possible . . . a very moral story 
and ideal reading in 1947...’ 
America: ‘*, .. an Italian classic .. . quite 
a wonderful story . . 
and fine fun... .’’ 

All ages—E 
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Mountain Pony and the Pinto Colt 
Henry Larom 
(Il. Ross Santee) Whittlesey, $2.00 


Buy this book for Junior, by all 
means. If it rains some Saturday aft- 
ernoon and he can’t make it to the 
local theatre for his three westerns 
and six cartoons, this will keep him 
just as entertained. 

Rustlers, a ghost town, a secret exit 
from the vailey—all figure in the 
story. Lest we forget that the setting 
ig modern, a veteran on mechanical 
legs battles a roomful of armed vil- 
lains with a stick of kindling. Grand- 
ma Tate rides for help, while an old 
prospector helps the rustlers. And 
both must be between 85 and 90 years 
old, when we consider that back in 
1882 the prospector sold Grandma a 
‘wind-broke mu!e.”’ 

The hero is a real hero. He eats a 
can of stewed tomatoes with a jack- 
knife. If he can do that, he can do 
anything. 

—J.T. B. 





Intermediate Boys and 
Girls 


Wings Over Central America 
Pachita Crespi Scribner, $2.00 


Reviewed by ey M. Verona, 
SA 
Pachita Crespi, a native of Central 
America, writing of the Central 
American republics of Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, 
Guatamala, Mexico and Panama, tells 
of the education, occupation, religion 
and even some of the superstitions of 
each country. Historical names are 
used whenever possible; among those 
most often encountered are Columbus, 
Cortez, and Jean LaFitte. Two out- 
standing points in Miss Crespi’s work 
are the stressing of the air-minded- 
ness of the Central Americas and the 
deep sympathy shown by the author 
for the Indians of these countries. 
Wings Over Central America is for 
Upper grades. It has a generous 
sprinkling of Spanish phrases whose 
meaning is obvious. Should any ap- 
pear which are difficult, translation 
follows the word or phrase. Chief de- 
feet is the awkward, un-idiomatic sen- 
tence construction. 


Always Reddy 
argaret Henry 
(Il. Wesley Dennis) Whittlesey, $1.75 


Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, 
0.P. 
Shamrock Queen was nicknamed Red- 
because her sturdy English master 
found her always ready for a hunt. 





She was an Irish setter and the best 
bird dog for miles around. The mas- 
ter’s joy in Reddy’s pups turned into 
nagging worry at the realization that 
a new home must be found not only 
for the pups but even for Reddy her- 
self. He solved his prob!em by mov- 
ing Reddy and her one remaining pup 
to the city hall. The mayor grudging- 
ly gave them a place in the basement 
but he later decided there was really 
no need for them to be guests of the 
city. Reddy proved her worth by 
catching a burglar and all problems 
as to where to live were solved when 
she took over the job of guarding the 
city hall. 

Margaret Henry of Illinois is an 
outstanding writer of children’s 
books, particularly horse and dog 
stories. Wesley Dennis has excellent 
hunting dog illustrations throughout. 
This latest book ranks among the 
author’s best. Its tone is English in 
both conversation and customs, but 
there is a Belleville, Illinois! 





The Burro’s Moneybag 
Margaret L. Thomas 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, $1.50 


Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 
Pedro, a Mexican boy, will not be hap- 
py until he owns a burro, but alas! 
the ten pesos necessary for its pur- 
chase seem way beyond him. How- 
ever, he works in the market, on a 
sugar plantation, and in every way 
possible strives to earn the needed 
sum. There are colorful tales of his 
adventures in the market, at a fiesta, 
in the city, on a canal, and all give 
a good picture of Mexican home life— 
except that there 1s no mention what- 
ever of religion. It is good to give 
children a picture of Mexican life, 
but it is wrong to create the impres- 
sion that the boy lived completely un- 
touched by religion. The book is use- 
ful for its background. 





Out to Win, A Baseball Story 
M. G. Bonner Knopf, $2.00 


Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 
This group of sand-lot players is very 
young indeed and they take baseball 
very serious!y, but it is hard to 
imagine that grown-ups would be 
equally interested in a small boys’ 
team. 

The race issue is deftly inserted. 
Jim Turtle, the captain, is of Indian 
descent. Another star player is Dave 
Levine. (All that is needed is a good 
short-stop named Mike Murphy.) 

Now that racial and religious prob- 
lems are at the top of the adult fiction 
list, it is only natural that they will 
be reflected in juveniles. Some day 
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the Catholic problem may be dis- 
cussed by boys as openly as the Indian 
one is in this book. 





Gooseberry Jones 
Will Gerber Putnam, $2.00 


Any little boy who has hopelessly 
yearned to own a brindle pup w_ll 
feel akin to Gooseberry Jones in his 
campaign to persuade Ma to his way 
of thinking. It wasn’t that Ma 
didn’t love Gooseberry, or want him 
to be happy; she just couldn’t relish 
having a fire-and-brimstone dog 
named Lucy underfoot, especially 
with her long-fostered dread of the 
creatures. Three times the fiercely 
loyal colored lad tried to run off, 
rather than surrender his pet. Twice 
he was brought back, disgrunt!ed and 
unsatisfied as ever. But the last time 
he knew that he had come home to 
stay, for something that Big Jim said 
caused Ma to change her mind. A 
commonplace story with barely depth 
enough to override its stiff phrase- 
ology.—Lois Slade. 





Aluminum from the Mine to the Sky 
June Metcalfe Whittlesey, $2.00 


Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, 
0.P. 

No one ever picked up a nugget of 
a'uminum in his life. The materials 
that go into making this precious 
metal are spread over half a world 
apart. This book tells the story of how 
these materials are taken from their 
hiding placés in the earth, worked 
with and combined until we again 
meet them in the most modern of air 
minded inventions. 

The historical significance in the 
book renders that which is factual in 
it interesting. For instance, Napoleon 
sponsored experimentations with this 
new-found metal because he had the 
notion that perhaps silver could be 
made from clay. Since his financial 
backing was sincerely appreciated, 
one of the first things ever made from 
aluminum was a rattle for the Em- 
peror’s little son. 

The technical language is made 
clear and the work-a-day words of 
mines and refineries can be grasped 
from the context. The book is sys- 
tematically done; it goes step by step 
from mines to the aluminum wrap- 
pers for candy bars and cigarettes. 





The Land and People of Canada 
Frances Aileen Ross Lipp, $2.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . slight but attrac- 
tive . . . The centuries-old tension between 
English and French Canadians is handled 
with considerable tact and some understand- 
9? 
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Elementary Grades and 


Up 
Jesus and His Friends 


Mary Alice Jones 
(Il. Nedda Walker) R-MeN, $1.25 


The author’s aim is to acquaint boys 
and girls with Jesus the Son of Jo- 
seph and Mary. True to her religious 
belief, Mary Alice Jones treats Jesus 
as man and not as God. Jesus is the 
Wonder-Worker of His time who in- 
fluences all, but here He remains, for 
you never find Jesus the Son of God. 
The liberal-minded will delight in this 
story. (But can one be liberal-minded 
and bind God to the limitations of 
man?) The only notable feature of the 
book is Nedda Walker’s colorful illus- 
trations, and even here you find man 
and not God. Therefore, as this book 
does not show Jesus as God, but only 
as a renowned miracle worker, it is 
not in accordance with Truth, and 
whatever is not Truth is inimical to 
Catholic doctrine and should not be 
exploited. 
—Sister Ann Regina, O.P. 





A French ABC 
Francine Legrand Dauphin 
Coward-McCann, $3.50 


Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 
Enjoyment of this inimitable juvenile 
masterpiece will not be confined to 
the young. It will be appreciated by 
all who relish exquisite art and hu- 
mor, will be treasured by students of 
French, and connoisseurs of whimsey 
will go quietly mad about it. Eacn 
letter of the alphabet has half a 
dozen illustrations which enlighten 
the mind and enrich the vocabulary, 
but it is the gay Gallic wit which will 
refresh the spirit. Here are twenty-six 
of the drollest, most enchanting little 
characters between the covers of any 
book. We feel Denise will find an en- 
thusiastic defender and Isadore a 
sympathetic friend in every reader. 
But we have lost our heart to Ursula 
—who with fine economy of effort has 
set up housekeeping under the kitchen 
table and, as the caption notes, is 
using ‘‘far too many pots and pans.’’ 





The Last Giant 
Josephine Balfour Payne Putnam, $1.50 


As a departure from the best fairy 
tale tradition, 
Payne writes the story of a giant who 
is sweet, kind and friendly. Pre- 
school children will ask adults to read 
again and again the story of the giant 
who loved everyone and asked the en- 
tire village to tea. 
—Lucie Stolteben 


Josephine Balfour . 
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Five Flats 


Reviewed by Florence Fitzgerald, 
Friendship House volunteer. 
Taffy and Joe 


Earl §& Linette Burton , 
(Il. Helen Stone) Whittlesey, $2.00 


A not exceptional story of a pet 
monkey, Joe, and a shaggy yellow 
dog, Taffy, who run away to a circus. 
Joe—as an animal character—remind- 
ed the reviewer irritatingly of a 
spoiled brat, and not for child emula- 
tion. 





Music Time 
Evelyn Hustis Hunt 

(Il. Eileen Evans) Viking, $2.50 
A collection of American and interna- 
tional songs for children, many with 
suggestions for games to go with 
them, to help parents and teachers 
train young ears for music. ‘‘These 
songs are right because they help 
children sing about the rich everyday 
experiences which are all important 
in their world. Humor, quick expres- 
siveness, natural sounds and action 
are all included.’’—Foreword. Line 
drawing illustrations. Suitable for 
ages 2 to 7. 





You and the United Nations 


Lois J. Fisher 
(il. Author) Children’s Press, 60¢ 


Cartoon sketches and brief captions 
illustrate the idea that the individual 





Goldfish 
Herbert S. Zim 
(il. Joy Buba) Morrow, $2.00 


Superb illustrations and simple, suc- 
cinct text give the ‘‘what’’ of scien- 
tific observation, the ‘‘why’’ of de- 
tailed information and the ‘‘how’’ of 
expert craftmanship — all sanely 
stripped of tricky technical terminol- 
ogy and puzzling formulae. The clear- 
ly stated, carefully illustrated rules 
insure longer and healthier lives for 
pets and greater happiness and suc- 
cess in the hobby for young natural- 
ist-fanciers. Anyone will read this in- 
teresting and excellent treatise with 
pleasure and profit; everyone inter- 
ested in goldfish should have a copy. 
—Mary E. Carr 


IRISH COMIC SONGS 

86 pages of Irish songs collected by 
John Ward, with music, and arranged 
by Philip Warner, ‘‘dedicated to the 
humorous side of Irish life,’’ and now 
published for the first time. 

The Thomas More Book Shop has 
found this collection to be surpris- 


ingly popular. Postpaid $2.00. 





is responsible for the success of world 
harmony. Lacking in factual materj 
but thought-provoking. Grade 5 ang 


up. 





Adventure Begins at Home 

Margaret Fris ey 

; (il, Children) Children’s Press, $2,09 
Vivid pictures painted by boys and 
girls in Chicago public schools, tied 
together by a story of a boy Danny, 
who finds a horse lost in city traffie, 
Danny’s search for the owner takes 
him all over the city and into the 
country. Most of the scenes are Chi. 
cago-typical — Belmont Harbor, a 
street-corner carnival, the Stockyards, 
Maxwell Street and a double-decker 
bus on Sheridan Road at night. Pie. 
tures have art-education value. Suit. 
able for grades 8 to 7. 





Picture Map Geography of Asia 
Vernon Quinn 
(il. Frank Beaudoin) Lippincott, $2.25 


A painless dose of geographical, eth- 
nological, historical facts on the coun 
tries of Asia, planned for chi'dren in 
grades 4 to 7, which even adults will 
enjoy reading. Attractive format, 
illustrative drawings, and seven pic- 
torial maps make it gift-suitable. One 
of a series. 





Burro’s Moneybag 

Margaret Loring Thomas Abingdon, $150 
Catholic Library World: ‘*. . . an interest 
ing and simple story of our Mexican neigh- 
bors but one which fails to reveal anything 
of their spiritual life . . . illustrations wil 
win the approval of the youngsters.’’ 

(Intermediate—WR) 


The Small One 

Charles Tazewell (il. Fran] lin Whitman) 

Winston, boxed, $1.0 

Charming little item, orthodox in spirit, cor 
cerning the origin of the donkey’s alleged 
stubbornness, which, it develops, is not stub 
bornness at all, but only a lingering pride 
by virtue of the fact that one donkey two 
scant centuries ago carried the Virgin Mary 
to Bethlehem. Lovely artwork. 

All ages—F 


JUNIOR (CATHOLIC) BOOK CLUB 
The Nuggets of Sing:ng Creek 


Grace 8. Dawson Doubleday, $1.0 
The Gypsy Caravan 
Howard Pcase Doubleday, $1.0 


Prince Jan, St. Bernard 

Forrestine C. Hoo! er Doubleday, $1.0 
Eileen Hall, in Bulletin of Georgia Cat 
Laymen’s Association: ‘‘. . . These thres 
although of unimpeachable literary quality, 
failed to win the interest and attention a 
our three ages, 11, 13, and 15. And, alt 
totally ‘unobjectionable,’ of course, 
the Catholic eritical view, they lack 
positive Catholicity in which, we feel, 
dren as well as adults need to be lit 
steeped if they’re going to help gain ™ 
world for Christ.’’ 

(Reprints originally published 1930-1988.) 

HS—SAT.- .. 7 
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